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PREFACE

This is a particularly appropriate time to publish a history of Air Weather
Service. Only a few weeks ago, on 1 April 1991, after spending 45 years as
a subordinate organization of the Military Airlift Command, Air Weather Service
became a field operating agency reporting directly to the Air Staff. At this point,
when Air Weather Service enters a new era in its history, it is well for its members
to review where the organization has been and to become more acquainted with
the changes, experiences, and achievements in its past. In the process, they
will be reminded that Air Weather Service not only confronts change and
challenge today, but has faced —and successfully overcome —them time and
again during its 54-year history.

Credit for the fine collection of historical photos that accompanies, and
greatly enhances, my historical narrative belongs to Ms. Rita Markus, my editorial
assistant. | appreciate the effort she expended in researching the Air Weather
Service photo archives, selecting appropriate pictures, and preparing the photo
layout.

| hope the brief historical account that follows will not only familiarize the
men and women of Air Weather Service with the distinguished history of their
organization, but also heighten their pride in its achievements and spur them
on to meet the challenges of the future.
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