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Colonel Peterson Becomes
New Commander of AWS
After 21 years of Air Force weather duty, Maj. Gen.

Thomas S. Moorman jr. today left the Air Weather
Service, relinquishing command to Col. Norman L. Peter­
son. In mid-April, General Moorman will assume com­
mand of the 13th Air Force at Clark AFB in the Philip-

pines.Vol. 5, No. 1 28 March 1958

Round-Up Shows
Many Advances
In Meteorology
During 1967 the USAF Air

Weather Service completed its
20th year of furnishing world­
wide weather support to all
US Air Force and Army units
stationed throughout the world.
In two decades the Air Weather
Service has grown from about
200 men and 40 weather sta­
tions in July 1937 to today's
approximately 12,000 weather­
men and 300 weather stations.
In March 1957 another mile­

stone was passed with comple­
tion of 10 years of weather
reconnaissance flights over the
North Pole area.

Weathervision
Weathervision, use of indus­

trial television techniques to
speed dissemination of weather
information to pilots and plan­
ners on the widely dispersed
jet-age Air Force base, was a
big step forward in 1957 in
ever-improving forecasting.

Originally installed at Rich­
ards-Gebaur AFB, Mo., by the
Dage Television division of
Thompson Products, Inc., Mich­
igan City, Ind., this method is
now also in use at Otis AFB,
Mass., McGuire AFB, N. J.,
and Andrews AFB, Md.
Use of weathervision permits

one forecaster to provide com­
plete scheduled briefings, an­
swer requests for pilot brief­
ings and pilot-to-forecaster
service, keep the automatic tele­
phone-answering device current
and monitor the CPS-9 weather
radar, without leaving his posi­
tion at the weathervision con­
sole.

Projects
Operation Deep Freeze II in

Antarctica, a project in which
three USAF Air Weather Serv­
ice weathermen took part, was
completed. This project was
part of the International Geo­
physical Year, the period se­
lected by scientists of all na­
tions to take a exhaustive look
at the earth and its atmosphere.
AWS supported in 1957 the

National Hurricane Research
Project of the US Weather
Bureau at Palm Beach AFB,
Fla. This project, now two
years old, will continue to be
supported' by AWS planes and
men through the 1958 hurri­
cane season.

AWS Awards
Air Force weathermen were

cited in 1957 for outstanding
contributions to meteor?l?~/,"
areas ranging from medical re
search to electronic computa­
tion. Presented in 1957 for the
first time, the AWS Command­
ers Awards will be given an­
nually for excellence in weather
work. Each of the six awards
is named for a former AWS
commander.
The Zimmerman award went

to WO Whitmal W. Hill_jr.
of the 1st Weather wing's To­
kyo weather central. Mr. Hill
applied climatological knowl­
edge to determine the proper

(Continued on page 4)

AWS Changes Commanders

General Moorman

Farewell Message
SUBJECT: Letter of Appreciation
TO: All Air Weather Service Personnel

1. As the moment approaches when I must leave the
Air Weather Service after nearly 21 years, I want to
express to all of you my sincere feelings of deep appre­
ciation for the fine support you have given me through­
out the past years.

2. My many years in the Air Weather Service have
provided me with a great many pleasant memories of
past relationships. You are a fine group of people and
as a result of your dedicated service, I believe the Air
Weather Service is making steady improvement.

3. My regret at leaving the Air Weather Service is
tempered only by the realization that I am turning over
the command into the very capable hands of Colonel
Norman L. Peterson. I know that he will receive the
same wholehearted support which I have been accorded
during my tenure as Air Weather Service commander.

4. On this occasion I wish for each of you continued
good fortune and success in the years that lie ahead.

THOMAS S. MOORMAN, JR.
Major General, USAF
Commander

AWS lieutenant Receives Freedom Award
USAF Weatherman 1st Lt.

Gerald J. Perren of the 58th
Weather Reconnaissance squad­
ron in Alaska was a third-place
winner in the recent Freedom
Foundation Letter contest.
Third-place award consists of

$100 and a George Washington
Honor Medal. Lieutenant Per
ren was the only weatherman
selected for one of the top three
awards.

He is assigned to the 58th
WRS as a weather observer,
participating in lengthy flights
over the vast polar ice pack
and Bering sea.

A veteran of 11 years' mili
tary service, he entered the Air
Force in 1947 as a private.
Rising to the grade of technical
sergeant, he entered officer can­
didate school in 1954. He was
commissioned a second lieuten­
ant in March 1955
During his years as an en

listed man, the lieutenant at
tended the College of Great

Public Service
Award Given
AWS Advisor

Dr. Karl R. Johannessen,
chief AWS meteorological con­
sultant, has been awarded one
of nine Rockefeller Public Serv­
ice awards for the academic
year 1958-59.
The Rockefeller award en­

titles the recipient to advanced
study at the institution of his
choice. Dr. Johannessen has se­
lected the University of Chi­
cago's meteorology department,
where he will study various
manifestations of water sub­
stance in the atmosphere.

He hopes to study under Dr.
Sverre Petterssen, former AWS
director of scientific services,
who recently became president
of the American Meteorological
society.
Selection of Rockefeller

awardees is on the basis of in­
tellectual maturity, leadership,
character, competence, interest
in public service as a career
and promise of future useful­
ness to the government.
As chief AWS meteorological

consultant and technical advis­
or, Dr. Johannessen is responsi­
ble for technical improvement
of weather forecasting and ob­
serving service provided to the
Air Force and Army in the
northern hemisphere.
During World War II, he

served as staff weather officer
to RAF Bomber Command
headquarters. From 1946 to
1951, he was senior forecaster
in the Norwegian aviation fore­
casting service.
In 1951 he joined AWS in his

present position.
A native of Norway, Dr. Jo

hannessen holds BS and MS de­
grees from Oslo university.
He and his wife, Phoebe,

have four children, Lizabeth,
10, Erik, 8, Sissel, 5, and Jan, 3.

The Observer regretfully re­
ports the deaths of the follow­
ing Air Weather Service per­
sonnel:
Capt. Albert J. Lauer, Capt.

Marcus C. Miller, Capt. Clyde
W. Tefertiller, 1st Lt. Court­
land J. Beeler 3d, 1st Lt. Paul
J. Buerkle jr., T/Sgt. Delivan
L. Gordon, S/Sgt. Kenneth L.
Houseman, S/Sgt. Kenneth L.
Tetzloff, A/le Bernard G, Tull­
gren and A/1e Randolph C.
Watts, 54th Weather Recon­
naissance squadron, on January
15 aboard a WB-50 typhoon
reconnaissance aircraft Iost in
Typhoon Ophelia in the Philip
pine sea.
S/Sgt. Walter T. Biederbeck,

Detachment 21, 31st Weather
squadron, on February 19 of
injuries received in an auto­
mobile accident near Ramstein
AB, Germany,

Today's change of command
ceremony at Andrews AFB,
Md., marked the end of General
Moorman's four-year tour as
AWS commander, begun in
April 1954. A reception at the
Andrews officers' club honored
the new and departing com­
manders.
The new AWS commander,

Colonel Peterson, bas served as
deputy AWS commander since
August 1954. At that time he
had just returned to the US
from Germany, where he was
for three and a half years com­
mander of the 2d Weather
wing.
Born in Houston, Tex., on

November 28, 1911, Colonel
Peterson graduated from Alamo
Heights high school in San
Antonio. He entered Yale uni­
versity at New Haven, Conn.,
where he majored in history.
F o 11 ow in g his graduation

from Yale in 1932, he entered
the Army and was commis­
sioned a regular Air Corps sec­
ond lieutenant in October 1936.
He had earlier earned his wings
in 1935 at Kelly field, Tex.
After a number of Air Corps

assignments, Colonel Peterson
was assigned to the California
Institute of Technology for ad­
vanced study in meteorology.
In 1940, then a first lieutenant,
he received the master's degree
in the weather science from
Cal Tech.
He served as station weather

officer at Langley AFB, Va.,
and Bolling AFB, D. C., before
becoming in November 1942
commander of the 2d Weather
region.
In September 1943, Colonel

Peterson went to the South
Pacific to command the 17th
Weather region. In the follow­
ing July, he left AWS to serve
on the staff of Lt. Gen. Millard
F, Harmon, AAF commander
for the Pacific area.
For his work in the Pacific,

Colonel Peterson was awarded
the Air Medal and the Bronze
Star Medal. In September 1945,
he returned to the US for a
further two years of duty out­
side Air Weather Service.

Returning to AWS in 1947,
Colonel Peterson became chief
of staff' of the 59th Weather
wing at Tinker AFB, Okla. He
then attended the Air War col­
lege in 1948 and, upon gradua­
tion, assumed command of the
2108th Air Weather group at
Westover AFB, Mass.

In May 1951 he went to Ger­
many to command the 2 d
Weather wing until his return
to_the US in 1954 as deputy
AWS commander.
Colonel Peterson is a rated

single and multi-engine com­
mand pilot and a professional
member of the American Me­
teorological society.
He is married to the former

Miss Roselle Fulmor of River­
side, Calif. Colonel and Mrs.
Peterson have three children
Sandra, 18, Diana, 14, and MAL'
colm, 11,

Falls, Mont., and majored in
meteorology at the University
of New Mexico during oft'-duty
hours.
A native of Enterprise, Ore.,

he is married to the former
Frances M. Winter of Indiana­
polis, Ind. They have three
children, Michael, 5, Michelle,
4, and Brian, 14 months.

Colonel Peterson
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Here We Go Again!
Here we go again, after a lapse of eight months, with a

world-wide Air Weather Service command newspaper, cover­
ing weather activities on a global basis for all Air Force
weathermen from Alaska to Bermuda and Japan to Germany.

Now supported entirely by subscriptions purchased over
the past four months by interested readers and AWS units,
the new Observer goes to press with four pages. We hope
that future issues can be larger.

We sincerely appreciate the confidence and support of
those who have mode it possible to resume publication of
the Observer. We pledge ourselves to make every effort to
give you the type of newspaper you want. Toward this end,
your comments and suggestions are earnestly solicited.

If the Observer is to grow, additional new subscriptions
must be sold at the now-standard rate of $2 per year. If
additional funds are made available in this way, more pages
con be added to the AWS newspaper in months to come.

There are still a number of AWS organizations throughout
the world which are not yet represented in our subscription
lists. It is our hope that, now that the Observer is once more
being circulated each month, many of these units will wish
to subscribe.

Remember that this is your newspaper. It should be filled
with news of your activities. Since the Observer staff is a
small one, such news is available for use only if you send
it to us. Keep sending it in.

Of particular interest are stories of concrete ways in
which AWS contributes to accomplishment of the global USAF
mission in all areas. Stories about interesting AWS people
are always welcome here. Good, clear photographs which
tell a story are also needed.

It's your newspaper; help us to keep it so. (JDR)
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From around the world and
across the nation come more
highlights of AWS personnel
at work and at play.

The hurricane hunter crew of
Capt. Nick Kantar at 59th WRS
was selected as top air crew
of the squadron during 1957.
The crew won by a narrow mar­
gin over the six other crews in
the squadron. Selected on a
statistical basis only, the crew
completed all of its 54 sched­
uled missions, with a mission
efficiency of 96.89%, and a qual­
ity score for all types of weath­
er data obtained of 93.39%. In
completing the 54 missions
there was but one late takeoff.

In addition to Aircraft Com­
mander Kantar, the crew is
made up of Capt. Clyde R. Wil­
son, pilot; Ist Lt. Robert A.
Glovins, navigator; 2d Lt. Rich­
ard A. Orsini, radar operator;
T/Sgt. Benjamin F. Crenshaw,
flight engineer; S/Sgt. Louis A.
Camasso, flight mechanic; A/1c
Robert D. Brown, dropsonde op­
erator; S/Sgt. Stanley J. Stef­
anoski, 1st radio operator; and
A/2c Ernest A. Kraft, 2nd radio
operator.

Dr. Bjerknes
During the recent business

meeting of the proposed Lon­
don Branch of the American
Meteorological society, which
lists many 28th Wea sq officers
as members, a two-hour illus
trated lecture was presented by
Dr. Jacob Bjerknes, professor of
meteorology at the University
of California at Los Angeles.
Dr. Bjerknes is one of the
world's foremost authorities on
atmospheric physics. The meet­
ing was held at the officers'
club, USAF base, South Ruislip,
England.

Newcomers to the 3d Wea wg
headquarters really are given a
feeling of being welcome and
expected. Under a new wing
policy, a welcoming letter is
sent to each new wing assignee
before he departs from his last
duty station. Included with the
letter are maps of the Omaha,
Nebr., area and various Cham­
ber of Commerce publications.
This service not only welcomes
the individual, but gives him
an insight into problems that
will be faced in planning his

Claude M. Kieffer, d
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the polar region,
y the 58th WRS, co
rt that two more mem­
f the squadron have re

inight certificates.
are awarded

ed the Arctic
Recipients of
Capt. William

I. Brinkmann and A/2e Henry

of visitors to base weather sta­
tions. Weathermen continue to
conduct tours for individuals
and groups. The visitors ranged
from Army observation course
graduates to Air Explorer
Scouts to elementary school stu­
dents. Mixed in were groups of
high school and college stu­
dents, ROTC cadets, girl scouts,
cub scouts, members of aero
clubs and many, many more.
For having reorganized, re­

juvenated and personally di­
rected the flying training pro­
gram of the 53rd WRS, Maj.
Eugene C. Wernette was pre­
sented the Air Force Com­
mendation Ribbon by Lt. Col.
William W. Riser jr., squadron
commander. During the period
the training was under the di­
rect supervision of Major Wer­
nette, the program qualified six
officers to WB-50 aircraft com­
mander and raised eight of­
ficers to first-pilot status.
Proud possessor of an en­

graved cigaret lighter is A/1c
Clyde J. Hiebert of 25th Wea
sq. Airman Hiebert was pre­
sented the lighter and a three­
day pass for having been select­
ed as Outstanding Airman for
the last calendar quarter of

li
3
e
g
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Other recent awardees of the
Air Force- Commendation Rib
bon were Lt. Col. Elwyn A.
"-d~: /~•2~pees
egi_ Maj. George E. Hedge, 58th
WRS; Capt. Graham "N. Si
John, 18th Wea 59; T Sgt.
Robert J. Pierce, 59th WRS;
and Mr. Paul K. MeLain jr.
McLain was a 1st Lt. with 2d
Group headquarters, but had
completed active duty before
presentation of the award

Operational Location
Supports Miss ilemen

Missilemen at the nation's
largest overland proving
ground, White Sands proving
ground, N.M., have their own
special weather station.
The weather station there

supports the Army and Navy
by providing extensive weather
service for the missile program,
and lends a hand, when needed,
in support of Air Force proj­
ects.
An operational location of

Detachment 24, 4th Weather
group, Holloman AFB, the unit
consists of two officers, a war­
rant officer and 28 airmen. Of­
ficer in charge is Capt. Robert
I. Vick, who has 1st Lt. Charles
T. Hassett as his assistant.
CWO Clyde C. MeWhorter is in
charge of the range rawinsonde
sites.
All necessary upper-air data

is gathered by four rawinsonde
sites situated on the 100-mile­
long proving ground range, Two
of the sites-"R" station, ap­
proximately a mile from the
main station, and Jallen site,
some 60 miles uprange-are
manned by personnel from the
proving ground station. The
other two sites are manned by
detachment personnel from
Holloman AFB.
These rawinsonde sites are

manned with three-man shifts,
with_the hours determined by
missile schedules. Regular runs
are made at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
daily.
A special run is made eight

hours before firing time and
again four hours prior to th

tual firing of the missile.
Data gathered by the rawin

onde sites is relayed to the
reduction section, which break
it down into temperature, bal­
listie winds, density, refractive
index and "D" value-deviation
from standard height of atmo
phere.

Hourly surface observations
are taken at the main station.
During bad weather, observa
tions are taken every quarter
hour. Observations include tem
perature, winds, dew-point, rel
atiye humidity and pressure.

All material is passed to the
forecasters, who use it in mak
ing forecasts up to 48 hours,
five-day weather forecasts,
range analyses, map analyse
and other charts. Through th
forecasters, data is available
to contractors and using agen
ies.
Weather information gather

d by these weathermen is an
important factor in the sched
uling of missile firing. It ha:
been estimated to have saved
thousands of dollars in time and
manhours on each missile firing

Top Crew in 591h WRS
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Six years ago this month Lt.
Col. Joseph O. Fletcher, USAF
Air Weather Service project of­
ficer, Arctic expert Dr. Kaare
Rodahl and Capt. Marion F~.
Brinegar air-landed on ice
island T-3. A nine-mile­
long, four-mile-wide, 7-billion­
ton floating island, the island
has since been tagged "Fletch­
er's Ice Island" in honor of
Colonel Fletcher.
Fletcher's Ice Island is the

smallest of several floating is­
lands discovered in the Arctic.
The first of these great snow
and ice masses was sighted by
crews of the Ptarmigan flights
made by the 58th Weather Re­
connaissance squadron.
Colonel Fletcher commanded

the 58th WRS until he was ap­
pointed project officer_for_the
ice island landing by Maj. Gen.
William D. Old, then command­
er of the Alaskan Air Com­
mand.
The first island, a huge float­

ing ice island larger than the
Pacific island of Guam, was
sighted by a Ptarmigan flight
in August 1946 and designated
T-1. On July 20, 1950, a second
island was spotted. This was
some 300 square miles in area,
larger than T-1, and was label­
ed T-2.
On July 29, 1950, a third is­

land, kidney-shaped, with an
area of approximately 60 square
miles, much less than the first
two islands, was discovered.

Weather Site
In January 1952 Colonel

Fletcher was appointed project
officer for the Alaskan Air Com­
mand, with the responsibility
of setting up a temporary
weather site on one of the three
ice islands. T-3, which was then
floating in the Arctic basin,
some 120 miles from the North
Pole, was selected.
After nearly two months of

preparation, on March 19, 1952,
the' landing was made on the
unpredictable floating mass of
ice.
In less than a month the

weather camp was established,
and the first weather report
was sent out from Fletcher's
Ice Island. The report, trans­
mitted by Capt. Paul L. Green
of the Airways and Air Com­
munications Service, who had
joined Colonel Fletcher's group,
read "Clear skies, no wind, 17
degrees Fahrenheit below zero,
visibility 25 to 35 miles." The
island was then about 90 nau­
tical miles from the North Pole.

Message Relayed
This observation, taken at 1

a.m. EST, April 2, 1952, was
pieced up 6y an AACS radio
operator in Greenland, who re­
Iayed the information to the
nearby air and naval weather
units.
After the first report was

transmitted, regular six-hourly
observations followed. By May
o1 1952 the bulletins were be­
Ing regularly received by
weather centrals at Harmou
Ent,"Offutt and Andrews AF
Bases.
A large step in polar weather

9tie-ink,na 7or~"{~ "~!
Geen made. "Dr. Rodahl and
other scientists regarded
Fletcher's Ice Island as a na­
tural weather observation post

Landing Limited
At first the only Air Force

plane able to land safely on
i6e island was a ski-equipped
Douglas C-47 Skytrain. Later,
engineers compacted the snow
on a 4,600-foot landing strip,

making it possible for a Doug­
las C-54 Skymaster to make a
wheel landing on the hard­
packed snow.
Tests made by Dr. Rodahl

who was attached to the Cold
Weather Testing unit at Ladd
AFB, Alaska, indicated that this
island was of glacial origin.
Digging through the deep layer
of snow which covered the is­
land, Dr. Rodahl first encoun­
tered dirt, then the deep blue
solid ice which is characteristic
of a glacial formation.

Glacial Ice
Colonel Fletcher and Dr. Ro­

dahl were of the opinion that
the island was a remnant of
glacial ice which had broken
away from the glaciers on El­
lesmere island, probably during
an earthquake. This opinion
was strengthened by findings
during a trip to Ellesmere to
compare the ice island material
with the glacial ice which lines
the Ellesmere coast.
Weather data collected by

the weather station established
on the island was invaluable
in later polar and arctic ex­
plorations. Not only did the
station transmit priceless syn­
optic and upper-air data from
the general region of the North
Pole on a routine basis, but the
island served as an excellent
check point for Ptarmigan
flights.
During the period the island

was manned, 1952-54, the
strength was nine airmen and
a camp commander, an AWS
officer. Also included were AA­
CS personnel who transmitted
the observations and upper-air
data to the Zone of Interior.

Evacuation
The camp was to be manned

permanently, but the island
drifted near a permanent
weather station at Alert bay on
the northeast tip of Ellesmere
island and the camp was evac­
uated in May 1954.
Housekeeping responsibility

for Fletcher's Ice Island has
been transferred from the Alas­
kan Air Command to the North
East Air Command, This year
the island was again manned,
Scientists are using the island
for research in conjunction
with the International Geo
physical Year.

Of the original pioneers _of
the landing on Fletcher

'
s Ice

Island, only Dr. Rodahl is still
actively invoced In weather re-

search. He is assigned to the
USAF Aeromedical laboratory
at Ladd AFB, Alaska.
Colonel Fletcher is now a full

colonel assigned to Headquar­
ters, 3894th School group, Nav­
al War College, Newport, R. I.
Captain Brinegar is now a maj­
or with USAF headquarters in
the Pentagon.
The sender of the first weath­

er observation from Fletcher's
Ice Island, Captain Green, is
assigned to the 39th Air Divi­
sion in the Pacific.

AWS Civilian Honored
By Scientific Groups
A young AWS climatologist,

Milo J. Andre, was honored last
month as one of 12 applied
scientists cited at a scientific
meeting in Washington, D. C.
Sole Air Force nominee,

Andre was recognized at the
1958 Engineers and Archi­
tects Day observance at a
Washington hotel. The affair
was a joint meeting of the DC
Council of Engineering and
Architectural societies, the
Washington Academy of Sci­
ences and other similar sci­
entific groups.
As senior consultant for the

climatic analysis division of
the AWS Climatology direc­
torate, Andre is responsible for
analysis of complex climatolog­
ical problems and for planning
and supervising their solution.
Typical problems involve the

siting of military installations,
the effects of meteorological
conditions on ballistics and the
selection of the best time to
launch proposed operations.

A native of North Dakota,
Andre graduated from Fargo
Central high school in 1940,
later attended North Dakota
Agricultural college there. He
took his BS degree in meteor­
ology at the University of Chi­
cago in 1947, his MS degree in
1948.
He entered meteorological

work as an Air Force cadet
taking tie pre-meteorological
course at the University of
Michigan in 1943, later grad­""if 'gm aviation cadet
school at Chanute AFB, Ill.
Andre and his wife have four

children, Paul, 6; Laura, 4;
Chris, 3; and Joel, 6 months.

Reserve officer and airman
forecasters living in the east­
ern half of the United States
are being given an opportun­
ity to attend a weather orienta­
tion program at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Boston,
Mass.
The 50 reserve forecasters

living in or east of the states
of Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri,
Arkansas and Louisiana are
being urged to apply for this
program.
Tentative starting date for

the program is May 18, to last
until June 1, 1958. Orders for
selectees will be issued on or
about April 15.
Letters of application should

be addressed to the Chief, Re­
serve Personnel Division, Head­
quarters, Air Weather Service,
Washington 25, D. C., at the
earliest possible date.

Col. Kenneth C. Spengler,
senior AWS reservist in the
Boston area, will be the pro­
gram coordinator. Colonel
Spengler is executive secretary
of the American Meteorological
society.
Earlier this year a similar

program was held at UCLA
for reserve forecasters living in
the western half of the United
States.

Six airmen of Detachment 19,
8th Weather group, Luke AFB,
Ariz., recently completed an ob­
servation console for use of the
w e a t h e r observer and tower
chief in the local control tower.
It was designed by S/Sgt.

Donald A. Basten of Green Bay,
Wisc., who was assisted in the
construction by A/2c Lehman
M. Tyner of Petersburg, Va.,
and A/2c Larry L. Bennett of
Portland, Ore.
Also lending their talent s

were A/1c Pete J. Tellez of
Artesia, N.M.; A/2c Gary R.
Mounsey of Wichita, Kans., and
A/2c Sneed B. Collard of Gar­
dena, Calif.
Construction of the console

was done entirely during spare
time. Cardboard models of wea­
ther equipment in the tower
were made to scale for use as
models in the actual construc­
tion. Sketches and plans were
drawn and redrawn before con­
struction ever began.

Rawinsonde High
Mark Reported
Recently reported is a high

rawinsonde run in the Pacific
which is believed to be a world's
record.
Detachment 26 of the 15th

Weather squadron on Johnston
island reports a run of just un­
der 30 miles, made in December
of last year.
This run has been verified

for a height of 156,495 feet,
which is 29.6 miles. The great­
est height previously reported
in the Observer was 146,000
feet, achieved by 5th Weather
group's Detachment 13 at Nar­
sarssuak AB, Greenland, in
July 1956.

2dWeatherWingMove
To Lindsey AB Begins
Headquarters for the 2d

Weather wing has begun a
transfer from its present home
at Bitburg Air Base, Germany,
to Lindsey Air Base, Wies­
baden, Germany, to be com­
pleted about April 1.
Announced by Col. Roy W.

Nelson jr., wing commander,
the move was planned to facil­
itate liaison with and support
of US and Allied commands in
Europe, North Africa and the
Middle East.

Center section of the console
is designed to hold the telauto­
graph, barograph and wind re­
corder. The right counter is the
observer work space, with an
aneriod barometer sunk under
glass. The tower typewriter is
mounted on a pedestal. The
tower chief has his desk at the
rear of the console.

Built in five separate sec­
tions, the console was assem­
bled later in the tower. Pro­
curement of masonite and the
plywood framing was from
every source on the base. This
proved to be the most difficult
part of the project.
Carpentry work for the con­

sole was done in the base hobby
shop, the AIO shop, the wea­
ther station and finally in the
tower itself.
Col. Wray B. Bartling, com­

mander of the 8th Weather
group, commended the airmen
for the time and initiative
spent on construction of the
console.

~
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ICE ISLAND PIONEERS, Lt. Col. Joseph O. Fletcher (left)
and Capt. Marion F. Brinegar, talk things over with the radioman
aboard a USAF Air Weather Service WB-29 shortly after the ice
island landing in March 1952.

DESIGNERS AND CONSOLE for weather observer stationed
in the Luke AFB, Ariz., tower, Left to right, S/Sgt. Basten, A/Ie
Tellez, A/2e Bennett, A/2e Collard, A/2e Mounsey and" Kze Tyner.

Story of 1952 Ice Island Landing Retold
On Sixth Anniversary of Historic Feat

Reserve Forecasters
Offered Orientation

Tower Console Aids Observer
I

I ~
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55th WRS, McClellan AFB,
Calif.

AWS to Move
Announcement was made of

the scheduled move of AWS
headquarters to Scott AFB, Ill.,
in the spring of 1958. Move­
ment of Military Air Transport
Service headquarters, parent
command of AWS, to Scott was
completed in January 1958.

During September 1957, the
first regularly scheduled jet tac­
tical weather reconnaissance
mission over water was flown,
when a Douglas WB-66D jet
aircraft of Tactical Air Com­
mand left Shaw AFB, S.C., on
the first of three scheduled 1,-
500-nautical-mile flights.

Use of jet aircraft for weath­
er reconnaissance will expand
and improve operating efficien­
cy and potential of both TAC
and AWS in this jet age, in
which speed is of paramount
importance.

In 1957 an AWS personnel
survey revealed that more than
twice as many present and
prospective AWS airman fore­
casters have attended college
than the average of other air­
men throughout the Air Force.
In addition, a larger percent­
age of AWS airmen are high
school graduates than the
USAF-wide average.

Commanders Meet
Annual AWS commanders

conference was held at Ramey
AFB, Puerto Rico. The five-dav
conference of commanders of
AWS's three wings and seven
independent groups was held
to review the past year's activi­
ties and to discuss improve­
ments for the coming year.
The 31st Weather squadron,

a ~ nonflying ~ organization, re­
ceived the Flight Safety award
from 12th Air Force for its
contributions to accident-tree
flying._During a 2i-year pe­
riod, January 1955 lo June
1957, 12th Air Force flew more
than 50,000 hours without an
accident in which weather was
a factor,
Air Force weathermen wound

up the year, as in the past,
playing Santa Claus. Menibers
of the 54th Weather Recon­
naissanee squadron, Andersen
AFB, Guam, using a Boeing
WB-50 Superfort as a sleigi
dropped toys, clothing, earn'i
and magazines on a regular
weather flight to islanders in
the Pacific trust territory.

Air Weather Service's Ty­
phoon Chasers lived up to their
nickname again last year, flying
the 1,000th typhoon reconnais­
sance mission of their history
on Typhoon Mamie.

During 1957, the 54th Weath­
er Reconnaissance squadron
flew 135 such missions from
its base at Andersen AFB on
the Pacific island of Guam. A
total of 17 typhoons were ex­
plored on these missions, be­
ginning with Typhoon Rose and
ending with Typhoon Mamie.

Only in 1956 had the 54th
Squadron flown more typhoon
~missions, when the flying weath­
ermen completed 191 missions.
In the past two years, the
squadron has flown 326 typhoon
missions, approximately a third
of the total for its 10-year his­
tory.
Typhoon Trix was the year's

trickiest, the veteran flyers re­
port. In 13 days, 38 missions
went to the center of Trix to
report her position and other
vital data.

Trix described a horseshoe
track from a point southeast
to Guam through the Guam
area and back to the east, after
running up the chain of the
Mariana islands.
As in earlier years, most

1957 typhoons formed between
mid-August and late Novem­
ber. Of the 17 reconnoitered,
only five, Typhoons Rose
through Wendy, were in other
months of the year.

On November 15, 1957, Ty­
phoon Lola passed within 35
miles of Guam, causing the
island's greatest damage since
1949.

Round-Up
(Continued from page 1 )

laboratory climate to permit
the Army's medical laboratory
in Tokyo to set up a research
colony of mosquitoes.
For developing techniques to

speed input and output of data
at the Joint Numerical Weath­
er Prediction unit, Suitland,
Md., Maj. Harold A. Bedient of
9th Weather group's Suitland
detachment received the Mere­
wether award.

Detachment 14, 9th Weather
squadron, Dyess AFB, Tex.,
was named outstanding AWS
detachment and received the
Williams award for 1957.
Awarded for efficiency to the

rawinsonde men who probe the
upper air with balloons tracked
by radio direction-finding equip­
ment, the Bassett award went
to Detachment 1, 15th Weather
squadron, at Clark AFB in the
Philippines.
For excellence in aerial

weather reconnaissance, 1957's
Senter award went to the 57th
Weather Reconnaissance squad­
ron, Hickam AFB, Hawaii.
Named for the immediate past
A\VS commander, Maj. Gen. W.
0. Senter, this award recognizes
flying weathermen in seven
AWS squadrons which fly a
total of 12 million miles each
year in search of vital weather
data.

Although a number of birth
announcements have been sent
in by AWS units during the
time the newspaper was not
being published, it has been de­
cided '°~°, back ondu_to, De­
cember of last year to bring
this column up to date. The
editors take this opportunity to
thank our readers for their in­
terest; keep the announcements
coming.

BYRD, A/2c and Mrs. Elmer
E., a son, Albert Earl, at Max­
well AFB hospital, Ala., De­
cember 11, father assigned to
Detachment 13, 6th Weather
group.
CAMPBELL, A/1c and Mrs.

Robert J ., a daughter, Rhonda
Joanne, at Maxwell AFB hos­
pital, Ala., February 13, father
assigned to Detachment 13, 6th
Weather group.

CHURCH, M/Sgt. and Mrs.
William D. jr., a daughter,
Cathy Lee, at 7520th USAF
hospital, South Ruislip, Eng­
land, December 20, father as­
signed to Detachment 40, 28th
Weather squadron.

GREENBERG, S/Sgt. and
Mrs. Robert L., a daughter,
Rose Ann, at Jackson hospital,
Montgomery, Ala., December
22, rather assigned to Detach­
ment 13, 6th Weather group.

HUNT, Capt. and Mrs. Wood­
ward, a daughter, Carroll Ann,
at Greenville, S. C., December
9, father assigned to Detach­
ment 5,_ 6th Weather group,
Kelly AFB, Tex.

JOKELA, 1st Lt. and Mrs.
Allan M., a daughter, Heidi
Ann, at Johnson AB, Japan,
December 4, father assigned to
56th Weather Reconnaissance
squadron.

MCELMURRY, S/Sgt. and
Mrs. Thomas M., a daughter,
Tammy Lynn, at Fort Worth,
Tex., January 21, father as­
signed to Detachment 22, 26th
Weather squadron.

MISCHKE, 1st Lt. and Mrs.
Richard H., a daughter, Na­
tasha, at 7520th USAF hos­
pital, South Ruislip, England,
January 30, father assigned to
Detachment 17, 18th Weather
squadron.

SHORE, A/2c and Mrs. Elmer
G., a son, Gary Wayne, at Lex­
ington (N. C.) memorial hos­
pital, father assigned to De­
tachment 13, 6th Weather
group, Maxwell AFB, Ala.
TITTLE, S/Sgt. and Mrs.

Opie, a daughter, Dorothy Ann,
at St. Margaret's hospital,
Montgomery, Ala., December
17, father assigned to Detach­
ment 13, 6th Weather group.

Although AWS people have
been getting married all alony
since the Observer suspended
publication in August 1957, we
have gone back only to Decem­
ber to bring this column up to
date. Our thanks to the AWS
units for letting us know about
these weddings; keep the an­
nouncements coming in.

BURKES - SOLLBERGER.
S/Sgt. Donna J. Sollberger of
Belleville, W. Va., and Detach­
ment 10, 18th Weather squad­
ron, to Pvt. Everett L. Burkes
of Topeka, Ill., and 4th Chem­
ical Smoke Generator company,
US Army, on December 12 at
Basel, Switzerland.

~Huh?~
How's that again?
A Nebraska judge's slip

of the tongue brought na­
tionwide Associated Press
mention to an AWS ob­
server at Detachment 4,
8th Weather group, Low­
ry AFB, Colo.

She was getting mar­
ried and her name was
A/2¢ Gerlint Ursula Zuge.
She is now Mrs. Marion
Lugtu Ycmat.

Weathervision came to the nation's capital this month, when
Andrews AFB, Md., became the fourth AF base to use closed­
circuit television to disseminate weather briefings.
A t the official A n d r e w s

weathervision opening, a num­
ber of guests from the press,
business and industry toured
the system. The group viewed
the central console at the base
weather station and two of the
11 receiver sites dispersed about
the large base.

Intended to speed weather in­
formation to pilot# ~~'{[Serson the widely scattered jet-age
Air Force base, weathervision
was devised for AWS by the
Dage Television division of
Thompson Products, Inc., of
Michigan City, Ind.
At Andrews guests attended

a briefing by the 95th Fighter­
Intercepfer squadron, which
lies Convair F-102 Delta Dag­
ger jets in defense of the na­
~ion'a capital. Weather infor­
mation for the briefing was
provided by weathervision.

Tops in Blue
Finals of the Air Force
Talent Contest, in search
of performers for the an­
nual "Tops in Blue" re­
view, will be held at
Keesler AFB, Miss., May
11-17, 1958.
Weathermen interested

in competing within their
local command, to become
eligible for the finals,
should contact their base
special services office. Re­
sponsibilities and rules
concerning the conduct of
competition are outlined
in AFR 34-5, 16 Dec.
1957.

MARTIN - HODGES. Miss
Shirley _J. Hodges of Fort
Worth, Tex., to A/2e Edward
M. Martin of Delaware Water
Gap, Pa., and Detachment 22,
26th Weather squadron, on De­
cember 14 at Fort Worth, the
Reverend Hall officiating.

REYNOLDS - WALLACE.
Miss Peggy Sue Wallace of De­
catur, Ala., to A/3¢ Gerald D.
Reynolds of Detachment 3, 6th
Weather group, on February 14
at Decatur.

Weather experts believe that,
by p r o v i d i n g instantaneous
weather briefings by television
from a central site, weather­
vision promises to increase the
future effectiveness of modern
military weathermen. An earli­
er story_on weathervisige "~

~
peared in the March 1957 edi­
tion of the Observer.

WOMEN'S DIVISION WINNER of the annual Air Defense
Command Open Championship at Pebble Beach, Calif., S/Sgt. Rose
McTeague of Detachment 2, 12th Weather squadron, at Stewart
AFB, N.Y., is presented the Women's Team award. Making the
presentation is*Gen. J. H. Atkinson, ADC commander. Sergeant
McTeague placed first with a score of 200, 19 strokes better than
the runnerup. The 1958 tournament was the first one in which
a women's division was included in the Medal Play event.

Other bases which currently
have weathervision on an op­
erationally experimental basis
are Richards-Gebaur AFB, Mo.;
Otis AFB, Mass.; and McGuire
AFB, N. J.

AWS expects to make addi­
tional use of weathervision,
where practical, in its task of
providing global weather sup­
port to Air Force and Army.

WEATHERVISION IN ACTION at Andrews AFB, Md., gives
two pilots of the District of Columbia Air National Guard a tele­
vision briefing on current weather information. (Photo by Randolph
Routt, Washington, D. C., Evening Star.)

The Yates award, given an­
nually to the outstanding AWS
reconnaissance crew, went in
1957 to Aircrew No. 10 of the

AWS Now Operating Weathervision
For Users in National Capital Area
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