
MATS Passes IO-Year Mark
The Military Air Trans­

port Service is beginning
the second decade of its
history, having compiled a
10-year record of outstand­
ing service while training
for its primary mission to
place troops, supplies and
o u t s i z e equipment an y
where in the world in sup­
port of the strike forces.
Although MATS has under­

gone major internal changes
since it birth on June 1, 1948,
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CAPT. ED VRABLE

Captain Vrable
Bids Farewell
To 015 Staff

By A/2C Leon Bert
Information services loses one

of its oldest hands this month­
soft-spoken, affable, meticulous
Capt. Ed Vrable.

Capt. Vrable has been with
Headquarters AWS/OIS - the
shop that puts out the Observer
-for 45 months. He joined in­
formation services in October of
1954, fresh from flying 20 pene­
trations as a senior navigator
with the famed ~"Hurricane
Hunters," the 59th Weather Re­
connaissance squadron based at
Kindley AFB, Bermuda.

He arrived just in time to see
the Observer come into being in
November of 1954.

For the first 18 months
of his stay, he served as
deputy chief under Maj. W.
C. Anderson, replacing him

(Con't. on Page 3)

TOP AIRMAN - A/1C Ran­
dall B, Grimm, weather obsery­
er at Detachment 11, 4th Weath­
er squadron, Portland Interna­
tional Airport, Ore., has been
selected ~ "Airman of the Month"
for the third time. After an air­
man wins the honor three times
he is no longer eligible for the
award and becomes a permanent
member of the board"of judges.

this mission has remained un­
changed.

Lt. General Joseph Smith,
who has commanded MATS for
6% of its first 10 years, d~­
scribes 1948-1958 as "a decade
that shaped military air trans-

No. 3

Lt. Col. Fellie F. Robin­
son has taken command of
the famed 59th Weather
Reconnaissance squadron at
Kindley A F B, Bermuda,
BWI.

Colonel Robinson replaces Lt.
Col. Earl F. Dunphy, who will
report to Headquarters, 9th
Weather group, at Scott AFB,
Ill., where he will serve as chief
of the air operations division.
He commanded the ~"Hurricane
Hunters" since May 1955.
The 59th's new commander

has served continually in the
weather field since October 1946.
Colonel Robinson received his
wings in October 1941. During
World War II, he flew in Burma
during the China offensive and
flew the hazardous hump 48
times in the China-Burma-India
campaign. In May 1949 he re­
ceived his senior pilot rating
and command pilot wings fol­
lowed in November 1956.

Colonel Robinson received the
Bronze Star in 1951 for excep­
tional weather forecasting while
stationed at Kadena AB, Okin­
awa. In 1954, he was awarded
the Air Force Commendation
ribbon while in command of a
weather-reporting element lo­
cated at four remote islands in
the Pacific in connection with
the atomic test series.
He completed a tour as com­

mander of Detachment 1, 26th
Weather squadron, Ma c D ill
AFB, Fla., just prior to joining
the ~"Hunters.~"
During the three-year period

Colonel Dunphy commanded the
59th, he established an enviable
record, not only in hurricane
recon, but in weather recon­
naissance in general. He direct­
ed and flew reconnaissance on
15 hurricanes.
The 1955 hurricane season

was one of the busiest in his­
tory. At times, the Hunters
were flying two hurricanes a
day. But even_with this added
heavy workload, flying effective­
ness and quality of weather
data remained at a high level,
The 59th established two rec

ords during the period August
4 to 16, I955, under Colonel
""PI?'~ direction.

~Flying two hurricanes, Connie
and Diane, a record 40 penetra
tions were made in just 13
days. This far exceeded the list­
~l*capabilities of the 59th.
Also, on August 8, it was de­

termined that Connie would
threaten the US coast. After
the Arst eye penetration of the
day, the aircraft was forced to
Iand at Nassau due to engine

Service Pay Boost
Begins This Month

Some 21% million US service men-from generals to
privates-will collect $82,348,286 in extra pay this month.
Members of the Armed Services will collect $576,438,000
this year under the new increase signed into law by Presi­
dent Eisenhower last month.

However, four categories are
not scheduled to appear in June
checks. They are proficiency
pay, officer responsibility pay,
widow's dependency compensa­
tion and special pay for some
officers with more than four
years of enlisted service.
(See GraphPage3)

A total of 322,407officers and
2,222,586 enlisted men on active
duty will share in the increase.
Of this number, 1,673,987 are
based in the Continental US.
Some 871,000 areserving over­
seas.
These will receive a $503,-

818,000 portion of the $576,-
438,000 increase, while 1,186,000
inactives will share $72,620,000.
The raise will elevate the total
pay of the 2,222,586 men and
women on active duty to the
mammoth sum of $6,296,448,-
921.

Most persons with more than

crews up-to-date and in step
with the times." "MATS today
is flexible, adaptable and mod­
ern," said General Smith. "This
has been the decade in which
the dynamic nature of air log­
istics has been realized."

MATS, a major command of
the U. S. Air Force was estab­
lished June 1, 1948, with the
consolidation of two wartime
air transport agencies-the Air
Transport Command and the
Naval Air Transport Service.
It was born just in time to

cut its teeth on the famous Ber­
lin Airlift. Both Air Force and
Navy personnel and aircraft
took part in the 14 month OP­
ERATION VITTLES to pro­
vide some 2,325,509 tons of food,
fuel and medicine to Berlin and
her beleaguered population of
two and a half million persons.
Time and again in the past

ten years, MATS has demon­
strated its capabilities in other
dramatic airlifts-the Pacific
Airlift in support of United Na­
tions forces in Korea; the air­
lift of high priority cargo and
personnel to support the con­
struction of Thule Air Base in
Greenland; Operation "Wound­
ed Warrior"; airlift of UN
troops and equipment to the
Suez Canal Zone and the Hun­
garian Refugee Airlift OPER­
ATION SAFE HAVEN.
When Korean hostilities be­

gan in the summer of 1950,
MATS was delivering approxi­
mately 70 tons of cargo to the
Far East each month. Within
three months, MATS transports
were delivering up to 106 tons
a day into Japan alone. The
number of MATS Pacific Air­
lift planes increased from 50
C-54's to a total of 160 MATS
transports, plus 17 supplied by
United Nations members and 66

(Con't. on Page 3)

AWS Headquarters
Moves To Scott AFB

This month, after nearly 10
years at Andrews AFB, Md.,
Air Weather Service headquar­
ters leaves the Washington, D.
C., area to rejoin its parent
command headquarters at Scott
AFB in Illinois.
T h e headquarters officially

opens at Scott AFB on Wednes­
day, June 25, 1958, at one min­
ute past midnight.
AWS headquarters moved to

Andrews AFB in November
1948 from Gravelly Point, Va.,
where it had been housed since
June 1946. In the years since
1937, the weather function of
the nation's air forces had been
under many designations and
headquartered at many places.
While a part of the old Air

Transport Command-predeces­
sor to the Military Air Trans­
port Service-at Gravelly Point,
it was officially designated as
the Air Weather Service.

support are 1st Weather wing,
6th Weather squadron (Mobile),
and 57th and 55th Weather Re­
connaissance squadrons. These
units are manning the various
Pacific weather observation out­
posts to collect weather data
for JTF-7 Weather Central.

Let Us Know!
Do we have your cor­

rect address? If this copy
of the AWS OBSERVER
is not properly addressed,
please send us a Change
of Address card showing
your correct address.

Officers and airmen of the
Air Weather Service are pro­
viding essential weather data in
support of Project Hardtack,
the US nuclear test program
which began_in late April at
Eniwetok atoll in mid-Pacific.
The Test Services Unit for

Hardtack is commanded by Col.
Wilson H. Neal, AWS deputy
chief of staff' for plans. Under
his command are top-notch of­
ficers and airmen who have been
selected on a best-qualified basis
from various AWS units
throughout the world.
Among the weather organiza­

tions providing direct weather

concept," continued the Gen­
eral, "demands modernization
with the latest technological ad­
vancements. Ten years of ex­
perience in this basic combat
mission have enabled MATS to
organize; to equip and to keen

port history."
General Smith stressed that

MATS is a modern, up-to-date
system. "In the event of ag­
gression, the ready and prompt
ability to fulfill our mission may
well be a vital factor." "Such a

this mission with Colonel Dun­
phy acting as aircraft com­
mander.

Because of the destructive
forces a hurricane exerts on an

(Con't. on Page 2)

trouble.
There the decision was made

that in order to accurately
track Connie's movement, a
night penetration must be made.
A special crew was selected for

TAKES COMMAND OF 59th-Lt. Col. Earl F. Dun­
phy, right, wishes Lt. Col. Fellie F. Robinson the best
of luck as he turns over command of the famed ~"Hurri­
cane Hunters" to the veteran flier and weather officer.

two years service will receive
basic pay raises of six percent
and up this month.

Lt. Col. Robinson Takes Command
Of Famed '59th Hurricane Hunters'

Air Weather Service Personnel
Supporting 'Project Hardtack'

##
June 1958Headquarters, Air Weather Service, Washington 25, D. C.



THE AIR WEATHER SERVICE OBSERVER June 19582

The Air Weather Service_Observer is an official Class 4 Air Force newspaper pub­
lished monthly on the third Wednesday_of the month by and Ior he personnel of' the
world-wide Air_Weather_Service of the Military Air Transport Service under Re super­
vision ol the O@ce of Informatien, Serviceay, Headau"#"EI;/ Air Weaiier Service. Wah­
ington,D. C. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily represent those of the Air
Force. The Observer is supported by subscriptions of AWS organizations and TndNIdGaIs
and entirely without the use of funds appropriated by Congress.

Material which appears herein may*be reprintea without permission, but credit to
the Air Weather Service Observer is requested."News, feature, art and photographic ma­
terial is solicited irom readers, but publication must depend* upon he'Judgment 6f Ee
Observer stafi. No payment of any ind will be made for contributions.

COL. NORMAN L. PETERSON
Commander, Air Weather Service

LT. COL. COURTLAND D. SAWTELLE
Chief, Information Services

A/2C LEON BERT
Editor

A Piece of Wood
In the two-man rooms of students at the MATS NCO

Academy, furnishings ore Spartan in their simplicity. All that
is needful is on hand; frills and furbelows ore absent.

But one odd object catches the eye.
It is a small, unvarnished piece of wood, lying centered

on the dust cover of each student's pillow. Cut six inches
long and four inches wide, it is used to insure uniformity
in the placement of furnishings. With it, beds ore placed
exactly four inches from the wall, wastebaskets ore centered
beneath the desks six inches from each leg.

In a way, this piece of wood symbolizes the goal of the
NCO Academy's program. As it measures the arrangement
of a man's room, so the Academy's curriculum measures the
many attributes of a man's character-as a noncommissioned
officer and as an individual.

Each man hos within himself a scale of values against
which he measures his attitudes and actions. It is the intent
of the NCO Academy program to help each student to make
full use of this personal measuring instrument.
This scale of values must be true-as the Academy helps

to make it-or the result is frustration, disillusionment and
personal disaster.

If a prankster should substitute a piece of wood measuring
6% by 31% inches, how frustrated would be the efforts of a
student to arrange his room. Each measurement would be
just a little off. This has not happened.

What has happened is that the able staff of the MATS
NCO Academy has helped its many NCO students to look
themselves squarely in the face. As a result, they are today
much more valuable-to themselves and to the Military Air
Transport Service-than before they entered the Academy.

(JDR)

AWS Insigne Explained
AIR WEATHER SERVICE INSIGNE . . . The AWS motto,

"Coelum ad Proelium Elige," translates as "Choose the Weather
for Action," recognizing military meteorology as a vital considera­
tion in modern strategy and tactics. Great military figures of
history, lacking a weather service, were forced to enter their cam­
paifnB 1uithout forelrnowledgt 1 approaching wtatlier, a factor
which could destroy the hopes of either side.
Victor Hugo tells of the French defeat at Waterloo, where

Napoleon'# strategy would have overcome Wellington if a sudden
rain had not rendered artillery immobile. Today, the USAF Air
Weather Service, providing long-range forecasts for strategic
planning and short'-range predictions for tactical considerations,
has a vital part in planning on all levels.
First participation by a US Army_ weather service in combat

took place in France during World War I and is commemorated
in the AWS insigne by the fleur-de-lis. Performance of weather
duties both day and night is indicated by the light blue and black
background. Three anemometer cups, representing the continual
collection of data /or weather forecasting, serve to identify the
functions of Air Weather Service.

AFIT lists Eligibility Change
The Air Force Institute

of Technology, Wright­
Patterson AFB, Ohio, has
announced a change in el­
igibility for undergradu­
ate training in meteorol­
ogy.

Officers, ROTC cadets
and OCS candidates who
are otherwise eligible for

People and
... THINGS

The number of airmen who
graduate from Officer Candidate
School and then attend either
the AFIT undergraduate me­
teorology program or are as­
signed to weather officer duties
are reaching new highs with
recent classes.
From_the OCS clas3 graduat­

ing in June, at least six gradu­
ates will enter the AFIT me­
teorology program. In addition,
three former airmen forecast­
ers will be commissioned as
weather officers upon gradua­
tion.
To_be eligible for AFIT me­

teorology training upon com­
missioning, officer candidates
who were not airmen forecast­
ers must have only 30 semester
hours of formal college credit.
This credit must include mathe­
matics through plane trigonom­
etry and six semester hours of
physics and chemistry, or a com­
bination of both.

Officer candidates who have
completed the advanced fore­
caster course are considered ed­
ucationally qualified as weather
officers and assigned as such
upon commissioning.
The officer candidate who has

completed the weather fore­
caster technician course, and is
not qualified for AFIT training,
may be assigned to AWS as a
weather officer. He must then
qualify for the AFIT program
during off-duty time and com­
plete the program before be­
coming a fully-qualified weather
officer.

1. Weather airmen are show­
ing that the Air Weather Serv­
ice is a good outfit to be in by
their current high reenlistment
rates. For the period July
through October 1957, reenlist­
ment rates for weather airmen
increased substantially over the
similar period in 1956.

First term airmen reenlisted
at a rate of 28% during July­
October 1957, compared to 14%
for the same period in 1956. Ca­
reer airmen reenlisted at the
rate of 85% in 1957, compared
to the previous year's rate of
79 % for the July-October
period.

2. About 30 of the 350 spaces
for FY 58 undergraduate me­
teorology training will be un­
filled because of the lack of
qualified candidates.

The campaign to recruit ac­
tive duty officers for this train­
ing has helped toward filling
the FY 59 quota with approxi­
mately 75 officers now selected
for undergraduate training dur­
ing the year beginning 1 July
1958.
If each detachment recruits

just one qualified officer per
year for meteorology training,
the problem of weather officer
manning would be practically
solved.

3. The AWS selection board
for the Air Command and Staff'
College has reviewed recently
the record's of eligible captains
and majors for the September
1959 class.

A total of 39 majors and 18
captains have been nominated
for consideration by MATS.
Final selection will be made by
USAF in September 1958,
This is the first class that will

include captains. Lieutenant
colonels are no longer consid­
ered for the Air Command and
Staff' College.

4. No_recall program is ex
pected for this coming fiscal
year. Many qualified reserve of­
ficers not on active duty have

COMMAND
LINE

I am dismayed by the ever-increasing number of
traffic accidents which take place in Air Weather Service
each year. Such irresponsibility serves only to impair the
capability of AWS to accomplish its vital mission.

Our accident prevention policies and programs to_reduce acci­
dent potential are of little or no value without the full cooperation
of each individual concerned. The seriousnessof the matter cannot
be overstated. It is essential to your well-being that we band to­
gether in an intensified drive to STOP Death and Injury from
highway accidents. ..

Last year, nine of your fellow members of Air Weather Service
met death·in tragic automobile accidents. More than 70 others
were injured in motor vehicle mishaps, ..

Since' January 1, 1958, one AWS airman has been killed and
several others hospitalized as a result of five very serious traffic
accidents. The most disheartening thing about this highway slaugh­
ter is that these accidents need not have happened!.
Reviewing accident reports is a most unpleasant task. It be­

comes more distasteful when such reports reveal complete dis­
regard for sound safety principles. The most prevalent cause
factors are driving at excessive speeds, on the wrong side of the
road, under the influence of alcohol, or while fatigued. No one of
these causes can be condoned or excused.

Measured in terms of human suffering and dollar costs, the
price of such indifference to safe driving practices is beyond com­
prehension. It is almost inconceivable that such a lack of civic and
moral responsibility could exist among our military personnel.
The upward trend of traffic fatalities and injuries involving

military personnel is a major concern at all levels of command.
As a result of the rise in highway accidents, USAF Headquarters
has directed that disciplinary action be taken wherever negligence
is found.

I heartily indorse this policy. Each AWS traffic accident report
that indicates negligence will receive my personal attention to
insure that appropriate disciplinary action is taken.

However, policing reports and administering punishment is not
the remedy to cure this illness. In the words of the familiar
adage, "A ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure."

I am reminded of one serious automobile accident which occur­
red when an airman, attempting to drive 1,300 miles in two days,
fell asleep at the wheel. In this case, the accident situation was
actually created. Incidents of this nature are by no means un­common.
A Feyiew of the records reveals that the predominant causes

of A7S traffic accidents are driver fatigue and speeding. Con­
sequently, I have directed each AWS commander to insure that all
requests for travel by private conveyance are carefully screened
to eliminate undue risks and hazards. Ail safety factors, such as
fe personal responsibility of the driver, Ioeal"geographic condi­
tions and time and distance limitations, are to ~e taken into con­
sideration before leaves or passes are granted.
In summary, the most important single factor in effective acci­

dent prevention is the attitude of the individual driver. It is here
that each of you can do the most toward helping to eliminate the
highway tragedies which continue to take the li~es of our peopleevery year.

The usual rules of traffic safety are well known to everyone
who drives an automobile. Observe these rules, gad a little courtesy
and common Sfnse to_your driving Katit's hjd, above al, Enini
carefully-twice-before exposing yourself and others to unneces­sary risks.

1 ask your»hglehearted cooperation in making the traffic safety
'S?I;] ~-Air Weather Service a matter or pride ad personalsatisfaction to all of us.

Col. Norman L. Peterson
Commander, AWS

asked about the possibility of
returning to active duty to'take
meteorology tr a i n i n g. Also,
many reserve weather officers
have applied for recall.

Although applications are for
warded to higher headquarters
and remain on file at the reserve
records center for one year, no
favorable action is possible un­
der the current procurement
program

5. We receive many requests
f r o m non-AFROTC college
graduates who are qualified me­
teorologists about the possibil­
ity of direct commissions.
Although we would like to see

a limited number of such me­
teorologists commissioned di­
rectly, no program is authorized
through 30 June 1959.

The only way to become a
weather officer at the present
time is for a qualified meteor­
ologist to complete the AFROTC
program if not yet in the serv­
ice, or to be commissioned
through the OCS program for
airmen on active duty.

Personnel who are "?' 122~:
fied meteorologists must altend

the AFIT meteorology program.
Attendance in this program is
limited to graduates of the
AFROTC and OCS, and to of­
ficers on active duty,..
Lt. Col. Robinson

(Con't. From Page 1)
aircraft, a "blind" night pene­
tration had never been attempt­
ed. But the eye was penetrated
successfully and this mission
proved to be so valuable that
around the clock flights followed
for the next three days, until
Connie hit the coastline.
The 59th WRS established

record - breaking performances
during the 1957 hurricane sea­
son, also. Hurricane Carrie, of
that year, proved to be the most
long-lived hurricane in history.

During the 15 days she ex­
isted, the "Hurricane Hunters"
flew 21 reconnaissance missions,
40 penetrations were made into
the eye and of these, 16 were
flown at night. All of these are
records for an operation on a
single hurricane.

consideration for t hi s
training may now apply
without completing t h e
former requirement of be­
ing on active duty as an
officer for at least 18
months.
AFR 53-11 gives in­

structions for applying for
AFIT training.
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Approved Joint House-Senate Conference Pay Tables
Grade Under 2 Over 2 Over 3 Over 4 Over 6 Over 8 Over 10 Over 12 Over 14 Over 16 Over 18 Over 20 Over 22 Over 26 Over 30

COMMISSIONED OFFICER SCALE
GEN/ADM . . ....... ~ $1200.00 $1250 . . . . . .. ~ . . . . ... ~ $1300 •••••••• $1400 .. ····· $1500 ~ •• •• # ~ $1600 • • a•••.s $1700LGEN/VADM 1063.30 1100 $1122 . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. ~ 1150 ...... 1200 -. . . . .. ~ 1300 1400 1500MGEN/RADM 963.30 1000 1022 •. ..-.. ~ 1100 1150 1200 $1250 1300 $1350BGEN/RADM 800.28 860 ........ •••••••• $900 ........ $950 e • • • • ~ • ~ $1000 1100 1175COL/CAPT ....." 592.80 628 670 . . . .. . .. ~ . . . . .. - . . . . . . ~ 690 800 840 860 910 985
LCOL/CDR .............. 474.24 503 540 ......... 560 590 630 680 720 745 775MAJ/LCDR •••••·•····· 400.14 424 455 465 485 520 550 570 610 630CAPT/LT 326.04 34~ 372 $415 440 460 480 510 525isTLT/LTGE) 259.36 29 ~ 365 3802DLT ENS ............. 222.30 25.

OFFICERS WITH OVER FOUR YEARS' ACTIVE ENLISTED SERVICE
CAPT LT . ....... *. • • •• • ~ - . . .... ~ $415 $440 $460 $480 $510 $535 $5351STLT/LT (jg) ...... . . . . . ~ ........ ....... ~ 365 380 395 415 435 4502DLT/ENS .............. .. .. ... ~ ........ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 314 335 350 365 380 400

WARRANT OFFICER SCALE
W-4 ........................... $332.90 $376 •....- ~ ~ $383 $399 $416 $435 $465 $486 $504 $516 $528 $543 $575 $595
\V-3 ........................... 302.64 343 ........ 348 353 380 398 412 427 441 458 470 487 506
W-2 ............................ 264.82 298 . . . . . ~ . ~ 307 328 342 355 369 381 393 406 417 440
W-1 ............................ 219.42 266 ........ 285 299 313 334 345 354 364 375 390

ENLISTED PAY SCALE
E-9 .. .. .... .. . .. .............. ~ . . . . . . . ~ • •• a... ~ . . . . .... . . . . . .. ~ • • •• a a •• $380 $390 $400 $410 $420 $430 $440
E-8 .- -. .. -. . . . . . . . ... .......s . . . . ... ~ $310 320 330 340 350 360 370 380
E-7 ---... . . ...................- $206.39 $236 •••••••• $250 $260 270 285 300 310 325 340 350 356
E-6 ~~~~~ ~ ••~•••~•~s ••••~.....s 175.81 200 . ....... 225 236 245 255 265 275 280 290
E-5 :......................... ~ 145.24 180 205 210 220 240
E-4 i•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 122.30 150 $160 170 180 190
E-3 - . . ...-- ... . -... . ..........s 99.37 124 .~.~. ~ ~ ~ 141
E-2 85.50 108
E-1 (Over 4 Mo's) ... 83.20 105
E-1 (Under 4 Mo's) 78.00

AWS Headquarters Explains
Policy on ZI Assignments
One of the most frequent I

complaints among weather per­
sonnel returning from overseas
is that they frequently receive l
an assignment in the ZI, which
in many cases, was not one of
their bases of choice, area of
choice, and in some instances, is
perhaps at the opposite end of
the United States.
In the first place, AWS is

not 100% manned in all weather
AFSC's. Since shortages are
AWS-wide, they must be borne
equitably by all AWS groups
and wings. As long as_AWS is
below 100% in any AFSC, there
will be some apparent vacancies
that will never be filled.

All assign m en ts of
weather returnees f r o m
overseas are made in AWS
headquarters, but the actual
station assignments are fur­
nished by each of the ZI
groups and wings on a reg­
ular basis by means of
Shortage R e p o r t s, which
list all vacancies in their
command, by AFSC, by sta­
tion, itemized in_the prior­
ity order in which the ZI
commanders w a n t t h e m
filled.
What does this mean ? It boils Capt. James Jabara became

down to this: If a specific ZI the world's first jet ace when
group lists vacancies for 10 air- he shot down his 5th and 6th
men"AFSC 2631} P"Priority

~
MIG May 20, 1951, in the Ko-

order by station, but AWS head- rean War.
r------=- --- ----- -- -· -- ·----- -- ------- ,

I ORDER NOW! I
I
I
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I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
J
I

MATS Passes
(Con't. From Page 1)

leased from civil airlines. A
total of 160,000 tons was air­
lifted in nearly 35,000 trans­
Pacific crossings before the Ko­
rean armistice was signed in
1953.
In addition to the operational

accomplishments and the lessons
learned, the Pacific Airlift prov­
ed that air transport into a com­
bat theatre is not a one-way
proposition. The return airlift
paid great dividends.
While the command is per­

haps best known for its airlift
role, it is not solely an air
transport organization. There
are other equally vital services
within MATS which carry a
heavy burden of responsibility
both to military and civil avia­
tion. They are the Air Force
technical supporting services.
Air Weather Service provides

meteorological data on a global
scale to the U. S. Air' Force
and Army units. From its be­
ginning in 1917 as part of the
Signal Corps, AWS has grown
to a modern organization with
more than 11,000 men manning
approximately 330 weather sta­
tions in 26 countries throughout
the world. To carry out its mis­
sion, a net of weather observa­
tion stations is spread through­
out the northern hemisphere.
Also the Air Weather Service

severe weather warning system,
developed largely to enable air­
craft to be moved from the path
of dangerous storms has been
effective, with some adaptations,
in warning the civil population
of the imminence of storms.
Weather reconnaissance has ad­
ded to our knowledge of hurri­
canes and typhoons with ulti
mate consequences we cannot
foresee.
Responsibility for the trans

mission of this mass of weather
data rests with the Airways
and Air Communications Serv­
ice, whose duties also include
operation of fixed aeronautical
point-to-point and ground-to-air
radio stations; airdrome control
towers; electronic aids to navi­
gation; landline facilities and
teletype stations; cryptographic
sections and message centers.
AACS operates more than 2,000
facilities from 250 strategic
sites manned by nearly 27,000
military personnel.

(Con't. From Page 1)
as officer in charge in April
of 1956.
Captain Vrable directed in­

formation services for the next
20 months.
Following 30 days leave, he'll

check back into his old familiar
navigator's seat for a second
tour with the 55th Weather Re­
connaissance squadron at Mc­
Clellan AFB, Calif.
But, in the meantime, Captain

Vrable, a man who doesn't make
a move until he gets all the
facts, plans a "cook's tour" of
South Dakota's Black Hills,
Deadwood, Custer's Last Stand
in Montana, four national parks
and Reno with attractive wife
Margaret Ann, son Edward T.,
age 8, who's currently sporting
a compound fracture of his left
arm, and daughter Joanne, 7,
who just deposited her adenoids
with the Bolling AFB medics.
For weeks now, the mail has

been loaded with travel pam­
phlets of all sizes and shapes,
all addressed to Capt. Edward
G. Vrable, right down to Deep­
River Jim's ~"Outdoor Guide."

Since joining. IS, he has
put a lot of projects "on
the rails" but his pet-the
one that pleases him the
most-was a mammoth un­
dertaking known officially
as "Project Barnstorm."
"Project Barnstorm" was, just

as the name indicates, a whirl
wind 30-day tour up and down
the East Coast with the Airmen
of Note, official USAF dance
band, a crew of the famed
"Hurricane Hunters" and a crew
of writers, announcers and tech­
nicians, the whole works headed
by_ Captain Vrable.
During the month, Project

Barnstorm appeared in 14 of
the East's largest cities-from
Providence, R, I., to Miami, Fla.
"Barnstorm" publicized the

Air Force in general and the
Air Weather Service in particu­
lar. In just 30 days, it played
13 television shows, seven
dances and 15 concerts for an
estimated total audience of 8.1
million.
Captain Vrable rode as radar

man on Edward R. Murrow's
hurricane mission, while the
famed CBS newsman and a TV

crew filmed an actual penetra­
tion of a storm for his "See It
Now" show in September of
1954. The show was seen by an
estimated 36 million.

"He's a great guy," Cap­
tain Vrable says of Murrow.
"Boy, is he a chain smoker?
He used up all the matches
in the front of the ship plus
the flint in the flight' engi­
neer's lighter while we were
flying into Edna.
In addition to his 20 hurri­

cane penetrations, Captain Vr­
able has flown over the North
Pole some 40 times. He holds
the distinction and fame of hav­
ing been the first man to drink
a "Coke" over the Pole, in
March 1947, while with the 58th
Weather Recon squadron.
A great majority of Captain

Vrable's 5,500 logged hours has
been in flying weather recce.
Some of them have been plenty
rugged.
He's going back to more of

the same next month.
"When I checked in to infor­

mation services I weighed about
165 pounds. Now~," he says, as
he pats his middle, "I tip the
scales at about 210 or 215. I've
been here 45 months. That's
about a pound a month, I fig­
ure.
"One thing's for sure. It won't

take me that long to take it off."

Weathermen Sight
Rare Funnel Cloud
After being alerted by De­

tachment 4, 8th Weather group,
the base Information Services
office at Lowry AFB, Colo.,
photographed a funnel cloud re­
cently.
The funnel, or tornado cloud,

which is a rare phenomena in
the Denver area, was first ob­
served by S/Sgt. Walter Em­
erick from the base weather in­
strument shelter at 1:35 p.m.
MST on April 23, It was to'the
southeast of Lowry.
A few seconds later it was

picked_up by A/2c David Hus­
ton, observer in the weather
tower, and tracked visibly for
12 minutes before being obscur­
ed by lower cloudiness and pre­
cipitation,

In one recent assignment cy­
cle, 29 airmen AFSC 25370,
were returning from overseas.
Of the 29 requirements which
these airmen had to fill, two
were west and 27 were east of
the Mississippi.

As can be seen easily, a
good many of these airmen
did not get even their area
of choice, since of the 29
returnees, 16 wanted as­
signments west of the Mis­
sissippi.
Of the 29 airmen, seven want­

ed assignments to California
and eight wanted assignments
to Florida. No assignments to
California were available during
that assignment period and one
less desirable assignment in
Florida was to be filled. The
procedures outlined above per­
tain equally to weather person­
nel in any AFSC.

quarters determines that this
specific ZI group can be allo­
cated only six airmen in this
AFSC for the particular quar­
ter in question, then only the
first six listed vacancies are
filled.
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whereabouts of the other, these
two officers-Lt. Col. Wayne C.
Bogard and Maj. Bryce S.
Evertson-met again, under cir­
cumstances much more to their
liking.
Both have been assigned to

Headquarters, 1st Weather
wing, where Colonel Bogard is
materiel staff officer and Major
Evertson serves as his assistant.
But back in 1943 both were

B-17 pilots, participating in
raids over Germany.
In September of that year,

Colonel Bogard was returning
from a raid at Stupport, Ger­
many, when he was shot down.
Rescued by members of the

French underground, for five
months he was shuffled around
constantly as they tried to get
him back to the allied lines.
His luck ran out on him and

he was captured by the Ger­
mans in February of 1944.
Caught in civilian clothes, he

was taken immediately to the
German Gestapo prison where
for three months he was inter­
rogated constantly, accused of
being everything from a spy to
a common thief.
In April of '44 the Gestapo

released him and he was sent to
Stalag Luft 1.
Shortly after arriving at Sta­

lag Luft 1, Colonel Bogard dis­
covered that his navigator had
also been captured. One day
while they were chatting about
what might have happened to
the rest of the crew~, a friend
of the_navigator appeared. He
was Major Evertson. This is
how they met.
The major and his crew of

10 were shot down in March of
1944 while participating in the
first raid on Berlin. They bailed
out and were captured as soon
as they hit the ground, being
taken immediately to Stalag
Luft 1.
Major Evertson remember

with a grin today that he served
as barber of Compound 1 of the
camp and one of fhe first things
he did was give Colonel Bogard,
who had more hair in those
days, a "close clip."
Life at Stalag Luft 1 was

spent in finding ways to make
the time go faster. What sports
were possible and card game
went on constantly-but the one
all-consuming pastime was try

~~...I
AWS Global Report
From around the world and
across the nation come
more highlights of AWS
personnel at work and at
play,
Maj. George R. "Unauthor­

ized" Jones of AWS Headquar­
ters materiel has departed An­
drews AFB for a 2-year tour
with_the 1400th AB sq at Rey­
kjavik, Iceland.
Major Jones, in his capacity

as assistant deputy chief of staff
in charge of materiel, picked up
the nickname "Unauthorized"
during countless inspection trips
to detachments in the field.
Det 7, 6th Wea gp, Norton

AFB, Calif., has won the "Ob­
serving Section of the Year"
plaque for 1957.
Maj. Raymond L. Hogan,

detco, Det 12, 6th Wea gp, is
conducting a once-a-week, 3-
month course in basic weather
in cooperation with the local
Civil Air Patrol at Griffis AFB,
N. Y.

1st Lt. Roddee E. Lord, Det
5, 19th Wea sq, Snelling AFS,
Minn., has been honored for his
performance at the Squadron
Officer School.
He graduated as one of 13

outstanding students in a class
of 612. Lt. Lord's achievement
gained him the personal con­
gratulations of Maj. Gen.
Thomas S. Moorman jr., then
commander of AWS.
Likewise, he has been cited

recently for his outstanding
service in Korea in 1956 for
work connected with locating
and tracking typhoons while as­
signed to the 1st Wea wg.

1st Lt. Harold M. Burnett,
also of Det 5, 19th Wea sq,
received the same citation.
Members of the 6th Wea sq

(Mobile) have carried off run­
nerup honors in a basewide pa­
rade and review ceremony held
at Tinker AFB, Okla.
ing to escape. A lot of the other
activity was used as a cover-up
blind. Bogard and Evertson
participated in many of these
escape tries.
In order for a tunnel or an

escape hatch to be started, it
must first gain the approval of
a committee of prisoners within
the compound.
They both pitched in on the

labor and whatever else was
expected of any prisoner, but
it always seemed to end the
same way. The tunnels were
spotted and the plan would be
abandoned, only to have another
take its place-but never suc­
cessfully.
Both remember the Red Cross

as being a big help as the days,
weeks and months dragged past.
There was also a camp news­
paper called the "POW WOW"
that kept the POWs up to date
on the news.
Someone managed to get his

hands on a radio, and another

l,rocured a typl•\\Titer hr t111d
ng American cigarettes, from
Red Cross parcels, with the Ger­
man guards. This was all these
Yanks needed to start publica­
tion of the "POW WOW," often
printed (with a typewriter) on
toilet tissue and carried in a
hollow watch from barracks to
barracks.
Then the day finally came­

May 1, 1945-when the Russians
arrived to liberate some 9,000
freedom-starved men. By May
14 all prisoners were evacuated
Colonel Bgsard and Major

Evertson had~n't seen each other
since--until their assignment to
the 1st Weather wing, Once
again they'ye taken up their
friendship that started so long
ago, but this time without fear
and danger,

A veteran of 24 combat mis­
sions in the Korean war, Col.
Kenneth A. Linder has assumed
command of the 3d Weather
group at Colorado Springs,
Colo.
Col. Linder succeeded Col.

Russell K. Pierce jr., who will
report to Maxwell AFB, Ala.,
on June 10 to attend the Air
War College.
The new commander of the 3d

served as deputy commander
and operations officer of the 2d
Weather wing, Bitburg AFB,
Germany, from 1955 until as­
signed at Ent....
Col. Linder entered the serv­

ice in 1936, completed flight
training in 1940, was commis­
sioned a second lieutenant and
assigned as a flight instructor.
During World War II he served
as a squadron commander, sta­
tion_air inspector and director
of flight training, rising to the
rank of lieutenant colonel.

In March 1946, he was inte-

grated into the Regular Air
Force and sent to the Univer­
sity of California at Los An­
geles, where he was awarded
a master's degree in meteorol­
ogy.
Upon graduation he was as­

signed detachment commander
and director of operations of
the 20th Weather squadron in
Japan. Col. Linder moved from
Japan to Korea in 1950, serving
as commander of the 30th
Weather squadron, where he
flew 24 combat missions, receiv­
ing the Bronze Star, Legion of
Merit and Korean Presidential
Citation.
He returned to Japan in 1950

as deputy commander and direc­
tor of operations of the 2143d
Air Weather wing,
Upon returning to the United

States in 1952, Col. Linder com­
manded the 55th Weather Re­
connaissance squadron, MeClel­
lan AFB, Calif., until 1955,
when he went to Germany,
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LUCKY CADET COLONEL-Lt. Col. B. G. Green,
AFROTC cadet at the University of Wyoming, has some­
thing big to smile about as he escorts pretty Queen Pam
McKelvey through the traditional "arch of sabers" at the
school's annual Military Ball. Miss McKelvey, a freshman,
is a member of the organization's Angel Flight. Cadet
Green, an aeronautical engineering senior, will be gradu­
ated and commissioned this month. He will be assigned
to the University of California at Los Angeles to undergo
meteorological training.

By A/1C J. B. Harrison
Headquarters, 1st Weather wing

Wheeler AFB, Hawaii
At Stalag Luft 1, Barth, Germany, 14 years ago, two

airmen met for the first time. For 13 rugged months they
lived in a world completely foreign to the average
American.
Recently, after almost 13

years of not knowing the

REMEMBER STALAG DAYS-POW's together dur­
ing World War II, Lt. Col. Wayne C. Bogard (left) and
Maj. Bryce S. Evertson meet again after 13 years of
not knowing the whereabouts of the other. Both officers
are serving tours with the 1st Weather wing, Wheeler
AFB, Hawaii.

Headquarters
Air Weather Service

Military Air Transport Service
United States Air Force
Washington 25, D. C.
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LORI NELSON, Warner
Bros. starlet, has nothing to do
with the weather but this cur­
vaceous blonde beauty has
everybody "balmy" over her.
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Former POW Buddies
Meet After 13 Years

Col. Linder Takes Over
As 3d Group Commander
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