
·()peration Move' Completed
Air Weather Service head­

quarters has completed "Op­
eration Move" and is officially
"at home" in Building S-1601,
Scott AFB, Ill.
The Command Post official­

ly began business at Scott one
minute past midnight on June
23.
After having spent almost 10

years at Andrews AFB, Md.,
Headquarters, AWS, with 112
officers and 150 airmen, moved
lock. stock and barrel to re­
join its parent command, Mili-

1
r"

Lt. Gen. TunnerI ~ ~
Succeeds Smith
As MATS Chief
A veteran pilot who be­

lieves "we can fly any­
thing anywhere, anytime"
is the new commander of
MATS, parent command
of AWS. He is Lt. Gen.
William H. Tunner, who in
30 years of flying experi­
ence has gained an inti­
mate knowledge of the
mission, capabilities and
problems of global opera­
tions.
His name has been closely

associated with famous mili­
tary mass airlifts, having com­
manded the Hump Operation,
the Berlin Airlift and the Ko­
rean Airlift.
General Tunner succeeded

Lt. Gen. Joseph Smith, who re­
tired June 30 after directing
MATS for 6% years.
The new MATS commander

was born at Elizabeth, N.J.,
July 14, 1906, He was gradu­
ated from the US Military
Academy at West Point in
1928, and from the Army Air
Corps advanced flying school,
Kelly field, Tex., in 1929,
During the 12 years follow­

ing he served in various tac
tical and training units of the

(Con't. on Page 4)

3 AWS Officers
In Space Classes
Three weather officers are

currently attending graduate
courses in Astronautics at
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.
Attending classes which be­

gan July 14, 1958 are Captains
Robert M. Gottuso, Detach­
ment 2, 12th Weather squad­
ron; Lawrence S. Hansrote,
9th Weather group; and Jo­
seph K. Lambert, 6th Weather
squadron.
After completion of the 18.

month training program, the
officers will be assigned to
weather positions in units re
quiring extensive knowledge
of astronautics
The graduate astronautics

curriculum is designed to pro
vide officers with the basic
knowledge necessary for crit
ical and scientific analysis
and synthesis of vehicles func
tioning in the extreme limits
of the earth's atmosphere and
the levels of space beyond
The program may be des

cribed as a foundation curricu
lum in astronautics science
with special emphasis on the
application of this basic
knowledge to Air Force prob­
lems in space technology.

Colonel Sandifer returns to
his old post as AWS deputy
chief of staff for personnel.
A native of Medford, Ore.,

who now lists Wenatchee,
Wash., as his home, Colonel
Phillips is 48 years old.
He graduated from Wash­

ington State College in 1933
and was commissioned a sec­
ond lieutenant through the
ROTC program upon gradua­
tion.
Colonel Phillips was called

to active duty on Oct. 20, 1940,
as a first lieutenant. He re
mained on active duty until
March 3, 1946, reaching the
rank of full colonel.
He was recalled to active

duty on Sept. 25, 1948, as chief,
colonels branch, DCS/P, Head­
quarters USAF, Washington,
D.C.
After completing the Air

War College at Maxwell AFB,
Ala., in August of 1953, he
spent the next three years in
Hawaii, joining MATS head­
quarters at Andrews AFB.,
Md., as assistant chief of staff'
on July 8, 1956. He moved to
Scott AFB with MATS, parent
command of AWS, on Jan. 15,
1958.

Colonel Phillips married the
former Virginia Rouse on Nov.
29, 1934, at Pullman, Wash.
They have two daughters, Su
san Elizabeth, 16, and Sally
Jo, 12.

Doubled Up
Because of the headquar­

ters move to Scott AFB, this
is a combined July-August
edition. The next edition of
the OBSERVER will appear
in September.

Including dependents and
civilian employees who trans­
ferred with the command, the
completed headquarters move
entailed some 1,000 people.
Two headquarters units re­

mained in the Washington,
D.C., area.
Detachment 2, scientific ser­

vices, composed of nine offic­
ers and four airmen, stayed at

King-Sized!
AWS headquarters dis­

tribution section has one
of the 1 a r g e s t rubber
stamps in captivity.

It happened like this.
A return-address rubber
stamp bearing AWS' new
Scott AFB address was or­
dered to be used in all
official mailing, to fit in
the upper left-hand corner
of a business envelope.

Instructions on the dis­
position form requesting
the stamp specified that
the type used should be
five-sixths of an inch.
And, that's how it was

when it arrived. Each let­
ter, that is, was five-sixths
of an inch in size,

There wasn't an ink pad
in the headquarters that
would begin to handle it.
It hears a remarkable re­
semblance to a streamer
headline in a metropoli­
tan newspaper nnounc­
ing World War II was
over. It more than covers
an entire 4 x 9-inch busi­
ness envelope.

Suitland, as did Detachment
3, climatology, with 11 officers
and 23 airmen attached,
In addition to S-1601, AWS

headquarters occupies f i v e
buildings at Scott.
Airmen are quartered in

buildings 744, 745 and 746.
The Headquarters squadron
orderly room is located in
Building 762 and AWS sup-

(Con't. on Page 2)

COL, W, C. PHILLIPS
~ . . New Chief of Staff

Brig. Gen. George
Visits Headquarters

Brig. Gen. Joseph J. George
(USAF Res.) completed a 15
day training period with a vis
it to Air Weather Service's
new headquarters at Scott
AFB, Ill,
On active duty from June

14-28, the 49-year-old general
spent most of his time at the
Severe Weather Warning Cen­
ter at Kansas City.

General George is director of
meteorology for Eastern Air
Lines,

tary Air Transport Service, at
Scott.
MATS completed the same

move on January 15. However,
it assumed command of Scott

statistical services division,
AWS/CP, headed an advance
echelon of seven men. They
checked into Scott on January
15.

AFB last November.
AWS began its move of

roughly 1,000 miles more than
six months ago when Maj.
Willard C, Blackwell, chief,

NEW HOME OF AWS HEADQUARTERS-At one minute past midnight on June 23,
AWS headquarters officially opened shop in this two-story frame building at Scott AFB,
Ill. This completed "Operation Move" for some 112 officers, 150 airmen and their families,
who are attached to Headquarters, Air Weather Service. After almost 10 years at Andrews
AFB, Md., AWS moved to Scott to rejoin its parent command, MATS.

POINTS OUT SIGN POST-Pert A/3c Eva Peel points out
the sign post in front of Building S-1601 that identifies the
new home of AWS headquarters at Scott AFB, Ill, Airman
Peel is attached to the machine accounting branch of the
statistical services division,

Colonel Phillips was form­
erly assistant chief of staff,
Military Air Transport Ser­
vice.

Col. Walter C. Phillips was
named AWS Chief of Staff on
July 1, succeeding Col. Virgil
E. Sandifer.

Hovis's,
AIR ~/

WEATHER
SERVICE

Headquarters, Air Weather Service, Scott AFB, III.----------------

Col. W. C. Phillips Is Named
New Chief of Staff or AWS

E
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Middle East Crisis And Us
The crisis in the Middle East is having a distinct effect on every

American, and particularly those of us in the Armed Forces.
Since July 14 the Air Force has been on an even sharper alert

status than usual.
What does it all mean?
Primarily it means that our notion hos gone to the aid of a small,

peaceful government that asked for our help to preserve its inde­
pendence.

Has Happened Before
As President Eisenhower has explained, the survival of that coun­

try, the Republic of Lebanon, was threatened by a violent revolt
that had broken out about two months ago and which was being
assisted by arms, ammunition, money and personnel from Syria.
The revolt was also being encouraged by official broadcasts from
Egypt, Syria and the Soviet Union.

This is now a familiar pattern. We saw it in Korea and Indo
Chino. It is indirect aggression. An aggressor country stirs up civil
strife in another country. It lends help to the side it favors. It then
attemprs to put into control of the government a faction whose real
loyalty is to the aggressor.

To get a clearer view of the situation you need a mop of the
Middle East. The names and positions of the various countries there
are important. If you look at the back of your left hand, with the
thumb pointed toward the floor, you can imagine that your palm is
on a map of the Mediterranean, your little finger is on Turkey, your
ring finger is on Syria, your middle finger is on Lebanon, your index
finger is on Israel and your thumb is on Egypt. All of these countries
border the eastern end of the Mediterranean. Farther east, from
north to south, are Iran, Iraq, Jordan and Saudi Arabia.

Egypt, Syria Form UAR
Although separated from each other by Israel, Lebanon and Jor­

dan, Egypt and Syria now form one governmental unit headed by
the Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser. It is called the United
Arab Republic (the UAR).

Until July 14, Iraq was joined with Iran, Turkey, Pakistan and
Great Britain in an agreement called the Baghdad Pact, which is
strongly supported by the United States. The Pact's purpose is to
assist the member countries in cooperating to resist aggression. Iraq
was also joined in a union with Jordan-a union which President
Nasser denounced as a false federation aimed against the Egyptian­
Syrian UAR. He warned in February that the union would "be scat
tered like dried leaves before the wind.

On July 14 a highly organized military blow struck down the
government of Iraq and began replacing the established leaders
with a committee of army officers. Meanwhile, in Jordan a highly
organized plot to overthrow the government was put in motion.

Sends Troops to Lebanon
In view of these violent actions in and around Lebanon, the

Lebanese president sent an urgent request to our president for
help. President Eisenhower acted quickly after consulting with top
government leaders.

He ordered American forces to go to Lebanon to show United
States concern about the situation, to protect lives of Americans
there and to encourage the Lebanese in defending themselves
against aggression. He also requested an urgent meeting of the
United Nations Security Council.

We wish to withdraw our forces as soon as the United Nations
has taken further effective steps designed to safeguard Leban
ese independence, President Eisenhower said

We are not actuated by any hope of material gain or by any
emotional hostility against any person or any government,' said
the President. "Our dedication is to the principles of the United
Nations Charter and to the preservation of the independence of
every state

In a major speech to Americans and others throughout the free
world, President Eisenhower said a great deal that we should con
sider carefully. Containing great meaning to those of us in military

rvice were these few sentences;

Hopes to Preserve Peace
We are hopeful that the action which we are taking will both

preserve the independence of Lebanon and check international vio
lations which, if'they succeeded, would endanger world peace

(Con't, on Page 4)

People and
... THINGS
Headquarters USAF has ap­

proved our request for three
spaces in the FY 1959 AFIT
Astronautics Program. Three
weather officers entered this
training in July. Those inter­
ested in information on this
program for FY 60 may find
it In the AFIT Information
Brochure of March 1958, avail­
able at your base education
office.

Space Age Training
In line with AWS current

thinking on requirements in
the space age Air Force. 11 of
the 50 graduate meteorology
spaces for FY 59 and FY 60
have been requested for AFIT
training in such majors as as­
tronomy, astronautics, chem­
istry, geophysics, instrumenta­
tion of rockets and satellites,
mathematics f o r computer­
type operations and physics.
If approved, eight additional

officers selected already for
FY 59 graduate meteorology
training (entered 1 July 1958-
30 June 1959) would pursue
these programs at the college
or university they have en­
tered.
For the FY 60 spaces (1 July

1959 - 30 June 1960), weather
officers applying for advanced
meteorology training during
that period will be considered.
Instructions on these latter
applications will be forwarded
to the field at an early date.

E-8, E-9 Spaces
Reenlistment rates for air­

men in the weather career
field continue to increase over
last year. Final rates for De­
cember 1957 reflect first-term
airmen reenlisted at a rate of
36% compared to 31% in De­
cember 1956; career airmen re­
enlistment rate was 87% com­
pared to 70% last year, and
for all weather airmen the re­
enlistment rate in December
1957 was 53% compared to
29% in December 1956.
An Air Weather Service

Board has been formed to de­
termine allocations for E-8
and E-9 spaces within the
weather career field. An­
nouncement of quotas by ca­
reer field ladders in service­
type newspapers were for
planning purposes only, and
are subject to change by the
individual commander,

Special Program
Most of our new officers

come from the AFROTC or ac
tive duty sources. Each year
though, 15 to 20 graduates of
the Officer Candidate School
enter the two-year undergrad­
u a t e meteorology program
(most of these are former
weather observers or forecast­
ers). Recognizing the airman
source as one with a high re­
tention rate and high effici­
ency, AWS has recently re­
quested that 50 airmen per
year be entered into a special
two-year AFIT meteorology
program.

Upon completion of their
meterology training, the air
men would be sent to an OCS
type school and then commis
sioned second lieutenants as
weather officers. If approved,
this program would start dur
ing the period 1 July 1959 ~
30 June 1960.

Let Us Know
Do we have your correct

address? If this copy of the
AWS OBSERVER is not
properly addressed, please
send us a change of address
card showing your correct
address.

Conan.and
JLiine

The axiom that "a well-informed individual is a
happy individual" holds special significance for me.
It is important, I believe, to make it a living maxim
and one which has meaning for us all.
In this connection, I feel that it is vital that each of you

be aware of-and understand completely-the personnel pol­
icies and procedures currently in effect in the Air Weather
Service, particularly as they pertain to you direct]Y and in­
dividually. For that reason, I am devoting this month's column
to this subject.
It is natural for each of us to want station assignments of

our choice. Aside from personal reasons, such assignments
often have an influence in satisfying the needs and aspirations
of our families, In most cases, we have a definite preference
for some specific station when we are moved. This being the
case, it is often difficult to understand why we were selected
for an assignment for which we had no desire.

Part of the answer lies in being in the right place at the
right time. For example, an airman returning from overseas
hoping to be assigned to a particular weather station stands
little chance of getting this assignment if earlier overseas re­
turnees have already filled all vacancies.
Obviously, manning requirements for any particular quarter

in which an individual is alerted must dictate the station to
which he can be assigned. For instance, take the case of a
small detachment where only one or two airmen are authorized
in a specific AFSC. Once these spaces are filled, it may be
three or four years before another airman with that AFSC can
be programmed into that unit.
This applies equally well to airmen being selected for for­

eign service. Personal desires are of the utmost concern to
you and we attach great importance to this, but military con­
siderations must be given first priority.
The accuracy of personnel records is of paramount impor­

tance in effecting personnel assignments, I urge you to review
your records from time to time to make 'sure i'hat they reflect
accurate and current information, It is to your own advantage
to do so.
I have given considerable thought to the problem of pro­

viding an individual his station of choice. It is my personal
belief that the desirability of being assigned to a station of
choice is greatly overrated. During my own years in the ser­
vice, I have often found myself better satisfied with assign­
ments I had not selected than with some I had. This is because
it is extremely difficult to evaluate in advance any given
assignment, since it is impossible to know all of the advan­
tages and disadvantages of one location over another. Actually,
it frequently turns out that the unrequested station is the one
which yields the greatest returns to a man and his family.
Even more important than station selection is the personal

satisfaction which comes from doing a challenging and inter­
esting job. I have found that this considerably outweighs the
advantage of being assigned to a particular location. This is
especially true when the job holds real promise of future per­
sonal development in a man's career.

I_?5S"e y?__!hat every effort will be made as nearly as
possible to satisfy your individual desires as to station choice
but not in all cases will this be possible nor will it be do~e
at the expense of satisfying operational requirements

Col, Norman L. Peterson
Commander, AWS

'OperationMove'
(Con't, From Page 1)

ply is housed in 760.
Basic renovation was accom­

plished in each instance prior
to the move.
AWS personnel were barely

unpacked when called upon to
participate in MATS change
of command and retirement
ceremonies honoring Lt. Gen.
Joseph Smith, which included
parades on June 28 and 29.

However, so outstanding was
AWS participation that it
brought the following DF un­
der _the signature of Col, James
T. Seaver, AWS deputy com­
mander:
"1. It is recognized that the

recent parades which mem­
bers of AWS participated in
caused a hardship upon many
newly arrived and newly as­
signed personnel.
"2. Numerous fa v or a b l e

comments have been received
regarding the appearance and
military bearing exhibited" 6y
AWS personnel, These com-

~

First lieutenant Vincent
Cinquemani, Detachment 6,
6th Weather group, was
presented recently the "first
place" trophy for participa­
tion with the MATS Officers
bowling team, reveals the
group's Monthly Informa­
tion Services Report.
The MATS Officers, with

Lt, Cinquemani leading the
way, walked off with the
championship of the base
league.
All of which seems quite

logical, although the com­
petition might have felt it
was a bit unfair, as Cin­
quemani translates literal­
Iy into English as "five
hands"!

ments reflect favorably upon
personnel assigned AWS and
Headquarters AWS. All per­
sonnel are to be congratulated
upon their outstanding ap­
pearance and military bearing
displayed in these parades."

Naturally!
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30 Weathermen
Attend Pacific
Tyhoon Meeting
Thirty weathermen from

the Army, Navy, USAF
and US Weather Bureau
attended the Pacific Com­
mand's 3-day typhoon con­
ference held recently at
Pearl Harbor.
Major General Hunter Har­

ris, jr., Deputy Chief of Staff
of Planning and Operations,
Pacific Command, said in op­
ening the conference that ty­
phoons are one of the major
operational problems in the
Pacific. He stated that ty­
phoon warning service is in
the same order of importance
as warning of enemy attack.
Major topics discussed at

the conference were inade­
quate typhoon reconnaissance
resources and the establish­
ment of joint storm-warning
centers in Hawaii and Guam.
Colonel Nicholas H. Cha­

vasse, commander of the 1st
Weather Wing, and chairman
of the Pacific Command Joint
Meteorological committee said
that the conference will rec­
ommend to Admiral Felix
S t u m p, Pacific commander,
that consideration be given to
combining Navy and Air Force
resources in a joint storm
warning center located on
Guam.
The colonel indicated that

this joint center would permit
better coordination and more
effective use of limited re­
sources.
ln addition to General Har­

ris and Col. Chavasse, the con­
ference was attended by Col.
Donald W. Roberts, 10th
Weather group; Lt, Col. Dale
D. Desper, 54th WRS; Lt. Col.
Paul Geary, Andersen Ty­
phoon Warning Center; Lt
Col. Robert F, Neeley, 10th
Weather group; Major Albert
Aksomitas, 1st Weather wing,
Major Edward R. Dvorak, 1st
Weather wing; Major Frank
R. Taylor, 56th WRS; Major
Harvey Truesdale, 56th WRS;
Major Howard Turner, 54th
WRS; and Major Charles G.
Markham, 1st Weather wing.

Lt. Gen. Smith
Receives DSM
USAF Chief of Staff Gen.

Thomas White a w a rd e d
USAF's highest noncombat
decoration, ihe Distinguished
Service Medal, to Lt, Gen. Jo
senh Smith on June 30 upon
his retirement as commander
of the Military Air Transport
Service.
After 35 years of service,

General Smith was cited for
exceptionally meritorious ser­
vice to the government in
making MATS*a modern and
dependable military air trap~
port system during his 6%
years as commander.
The award ceremony cli:

maxed a formal parade and
review In honor of the man
whose name has been synony­
mous with such famous air­
lifts and mercy missions as
the Berlin Airlift _and Opera­
~on Safe Have~n, the Hungari­
an evacuation
General Smith was gradu

ated June I2, 1923, from the
Us Military Academy and en
tered AIF Corps primary fly
ing school at _Brooks_ field,
Tex.. on November 1927

PROUD DETCO-Maj, Ro­
bert F. Durbin, commander
of Detachment ll of the 4th
Weather group, proudly dis­
plays the Williams Award.

The 53d Weather Reconnais­
sance squadron, Burtonwood
RAF station, England, has won
the second annual Senter
Award.
The award, presented "for

excellence in weather recon­
naissance" was won by the
57th WRS, based at Hickam
AFB, T.H., last year.
Col. Norman L. Peterson pre­

sented the award to Lt. Col.
William W Riser jr., com­
mander of the 53d, during a
recent 5-day visit with the
squadron.
In making the presentation,

Colonel Peterson emphasized
that "the high degree of spirit
and enthusiasm displayed by
the commander and the unit,
resulting in excellence of mis
sion accomplishment" w e r e
primarily responsible for the
53d receiving the honor.
The winner of the award,

which is named for Maj. Gen.
William O. Senter, former
AWS commander, is determin
ed from information available
through the Air Weather Ser
vice scoring system.
Every conceivable fa ct o r

bearing on total mission ef­
fectiveness is carefully weigh­
ed to determine the most out­
standing weather recon squad­
ron.
Such factors as mission com­

pletion, mission efficiency and
accomplishment and mission
safety are given high priority
in the scoring.
The 53d had to overcome

many hazardous flying prob­
lems. It also has just com­
pleted an accident-free year.
Having the responsibility of

Air Researeh and P°"]~'] ~
ment Command, establishedIn
1950, develops tomorrow's AF
weapons.

Det. 11, 4th Group
Top Detachment
Detachment 11, 4 t h

Weather group, at the Air
Force Missile Center, Pat­
rick AFB, Fla., has been
named t h e outstanding
AWS detachment for 1957
and winner of the second
annual Williams Award.
Maj. Gen. Donald N. Yates,

commander of the missile test
center and former Air Weather
Service chief, presented a
plaque denoting the award to
Maj. Robert F. Durbin, detach­
ment commander.
Detachment 14, 9th Weather

squadron, Dyess AFB, Tex.,
was winner of the first Willi­
ams award.
The award, named in the

memory of Col, Randolph P.
Williams, recognizes outstand­
ing achievement of USAF
weathermen who o per a t e
ground weather stations the
world over.

Colonel Williams organized
AWS 21 years ago this month,
He was killed in action in
France in September 1944.

Representatives of the 4th
Weather group from its Wash­
ington headquarters attended
the presentation ceremony, in­
cluding outgoing commander
Col. J. J. Jones and incoming
commander Col. Hazen H.
Bedke.

In line with the Air Force-wide economy move and in the
interest of increased efficiency, the 55th and 58th Weather
Reconnaissance squadrons are to be combined.

Combined manpower and
resources of this new squad­
ron and its three detachments
will make it the largest re­
connaissance squadron in Air
Weather Service history.
The new squadron will con­

sist of approximately 1,000
personnel and 25 WB-50s, one
WB-47 and one C-54.
With an eye to further econ­

omy, the 55th WRS at MeClel­
lan AFB, Calif., and Detach­
ment 3 at McChord AFB,
Wash., will be combined at a
later date.
Detachment 2 of 55th WRS

at Hickam AFB, Hawaii, will
perform en-route maintenance
for the WB-50 aircraft which
will be operating a daily shut­
tle from the west coast, and
a round-robin track to the
north of Hawaii.
Detachment 1 of the 55th

WRS has been established at
Ladd AFB, Alaska, for per­
formance of enroute mainten­
ance of WB-50 aircraft operat­
ing between the west coast
and Alaska. They will also
continue operation of the fam­
ous Ptarmigan track over the
polar ice cap.
Primary mission of the re­

connaissance squadrons and

erty when violent weather
threatens.
This is in addition to its

primary use in planning mili
tary and civilian flights.
"The personnel of the 53d

display a proud awareness of
the importance of their mis­
sion and are outstanding in
their spirit and enthusiasm,"
Colonel Peterson pointed out.

Officers' Wives
Help Orphanage
AWS officers' wives in Ja

pan have aided a Japanese
orphange in moving two US
Army Surplus buildings from
Yokohama to the orphanage
site in Tokyo, Japan,
The two buildings were do­

nated to the Naomi Founda­
tion Home for Widows and
Children, but the institution
did not have enough money
to pay for moving them,

Hearing of the orphanage's
plight, the weather officers'
wives' club of the 10th weath­
g group at Fuchu, Japan, near
Tokyo, mapped a campaign to
obtain the money needed to
pay the moving cost
Mrs, Emory A, Mikell, chair­

man of the club welfare com­
mittee, started the ball roll­
ing by sponsoring bake sales
at several Air Force bases in
the Tokyo are~a. Proceeds from
raffles, donations by other
wives club in the are~a, and
contributions from other or
ganizations finally added up
to the amount necessary to
get the structures moved
The _additional space"pro­

vided by the two buildings
will permit the orphanage to
expand its scope of operations
and also relieve overcrowded
conditions.

detachments will remain es­
sentially the same: to gather
synoptic weather data from
remote ocean areas and other
inaccessible are as of the
world where the establishment
of permanent weather-report­
ing facilities is out of the
question.
In addition, some reconnais­

sance squadrons have the task
of locating and tracking ty­
phoons and hurricanes. The
54th Weather Reconnaissance
squadron on Guam has pri­
mary responsibility for locat­
ing and tracking typhoons;
the 56th WRS at Yokota, Ja­
pan, also participates to a
lesser extent.
The 59th WRS in Bermuda

is responsible for hurricane
reconnaissance.
The 53rd WRS at Burton

wood, England, recently won
the Senter award for outstand­
ing weather reconnaissance

~ "Which Walters do you
wish to speak to?"~ "Kenneth.~"

"To which Kenneth Wal­
ters do you wish to speak?"
"To Kenneth Richard

Walters."
"To which Kenneth Rich­

ard Walters?"
You see, Detachment 3,

3d Weather Wing, has two
Kenneth Richard Walters.
One is a staff sergeant, the
other is a CWO-3.
Their reporting dates were

within 12 days of one n­
other. WO Walters reported
May 26 and S/Sgt. Walters
signed in on May 14.

DOUBLY HONORED-Col. William S. Barney, commander.
9th Weather group. receives the Outstanding Group Award
plague from Lt. Gen. Joseph Smith shortly Before lhe gen­
eral retired as MATS commander. Col. James T. Seaver
(left), AWS deputy commander, happily watches the pro­
ceedings. The award is presented to an organization for
outstanding achievement in aircraft accident prevention.
For the past three years the 9th Weather group has
amassed more than 45,000 accident-free flying hours in
five different types of aircraft (WB-47, WB-50, WB-29, C-54
and C-119). Col, Barney also received the Outstanding
Squadron Safety Award for the 59th Weather Reconnais­
sance squadron. The famed Hurricane Hunters, based at
Kindley AFB, Bermuda, are an integral part of the 9th
Weather group.

performing aerial reconnais­
sance over the North Atlantic
and Norwegian sea areas, both
notorious for poor weather,
the 53d flies 3,000-mile tracks
daily, reporting weather at
150-mile check-points
Obtainable from no other

source, data collected by the
53d aids immeasurably in
safe-guarding life and prop-

One of the troops answer­
ing the telephone at base
weather at Cooke AFB,
Calif., might be faced with
this.

55th and 58th WRS Squadrons
To Become Single Giant Unit

Which One?

Col. Peterson Makes Presentation

53d WRS Wins Senter Award
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Two 57th WRS Airmen Praised
For Snuffing Blaze in WB-50
Two 1st Weather wing airmen of the 57th Weather

Reconnaissance squadron, Hickam AFB, T.H., have
been commended for a "job well done" in extinguish­
ing a fire in a WB-50 while cruising at 28,000 feet.
Capt. Robert W. Hillier and

M/Sgt. Edgar L. Gee received
the personal commendation of
Col. William B, Kieffer, com­
mander of Task Group 7.4.
Near midnight on May 4,

Flight Engineer Gee smelled
smoke in the rear pressurized
compartment. He reported this
to the aircraft commander,
Captain Hillier.
Sergeant Gee determined

the smoke was coming from
the inverter under the floor
in the rear compartment. He
requested that the master in­
verter switch be turned off,
but the fire continued to in­
crease.
Then he reported that all

electrical p owe r must be
turned off and emptied a CO2
fire extinguisher into the in­
verter well.
Immediately Captain Hillier

placed the props in manual
control, increased the revolu­
lions per minute and began
a rapid descent.
At the same time, he alerted

the crew to go on 100% oxy­
gen, pulled the emergency
cabin pressure release, low­
ered the landing gear and
flaps, then ordered all elec­
trical power cut off.
Sergeant Gee was unsuc­

cessful in trying to isolate the
burning inverter by pulling
loose the circuit breaker with
a pair of pliers. He couldn't
get to it, being handicapped
by a bulky walk-around bot­
tle, oxygen mask, darkness
and cramped working area.
With the aid of a flash­

light, Gee located the lead-in
wires to the inverter and cut
them.
Efforts were further compli-

(Con't. From Page 1)
former Army Air Corps, in­
cluding a three-year tour at
France field, Canal Zone.
In 1941 General Tunner re­

ceived the assignment that
was to shape his future Ar
Force career-he was assigned
to the Air Corps Ferrying
Command (later known as the
Air Transport Command) when
it was two days old. During
World War II he commanded
first the Ferrying Division and
then the India-China Divi­
sion, otherwise known as the
"Hump" or the airlift from
India to China.

When the ATC and Naval
Air Transport Service were
consolidated in June of 1948
to form the Military Air Trans­
port Service, he was desig­
nated the deputy commander
for operations.
Two months later General

Tunner was sent to Wiesbaden
on the Berlin Airlift and was
named commander of the
United States Air Force-Royal
Air Force "Combined Airlift
Task Force" which finally
broke the Russian blockade,

~
As deputy to General Lauris

Norstad, he assisted in the
planning and operation of
"Exercise Swarmer" w h i c h
proved the possibilities of aer­
ial resupply of an airhead.
His most recent assignments

were as commander-in-chief
U. S. Air Forces Europe, ana
deputy chief of staff for op­
erations, Headquarters, USAF,

DAVIS-BURROWS. Miss Dalene Dorothy
Burrows of Downey, Calif., to A/2c Alben
D. Davis of Redondo, Calif., and Detach­
ment 1, 91h Weather squadron, on June
1,at Inglewood, Calif., Reverend Spoony
officiating.

VILLEGAS-JARAMILLO. Miss Virginia
Ann Jaramillo of Laramie, Wyoming, to
A/2c Peter J. Villegas of New York*City
N. Y., and Headquarters, 3d We~iher
qroup, on June 21, at Laramie.

CRAWFORD-WEATHERS. Miss Annie Hes­
ter Weathers of Eufaula, Ala., to William
Sheridan Crawford of St. Albans, Vt.,
and Detachment 13, oth Weather group
on March 9, at Eufaula, Ala., Friar ATan
O'Bryan officiating.

DWYER-M<ALINDEN. Miss McAlinden of
Portadom, N. Ireland, to A/2c Edward
P. Dwyer of Belfast, Ireland, and Detach­
ment 40, 281h Weather squadron, on
April 9, at Belfast, Ireland, Father Archie
Kelly officiating.

HATCHER-SCARLETT. Miss Scarlett of
Stoken Church, England, to William B.
Hatcher of Beckley, W. Va., and Detach­
ment 40, 28th Weather squadron, on
April 26, ~ t W. Wycombe, England,"s. J.
Gormier officiating.

LAMBERT-CHEATHERO. Miss Cheathero of
High Wycombe, England, to S/Sgt. Jean
P. Lambert of Dunellen, N. J., and De­
tachment 40, 281h Weather squadron, on
April 12 at St. Augustine church, High
Wycombe, England, Father Griffiths offici­
ating

ron.

MARQUEZ, A/2c and Mrs, Gilbert J.,
a daughter, Melinda Denise, at Oklahoma
City, Okla., May 5, father assigned to
Detachment 4, 6th Weather group.

SIPPLE, Capt. and Mrs. Milton H., ~
son, Paul A., at 7520Ih USAF hospital,
South Ruislip, England, April I6, father
assigned to Detachment 40, 28th Weather
squadron.

THOMAS, A/lc and Mrs. James, a
daughter, Barbara Ann, at Lackland AFB
hospital, Tex., May 8, father assigned
to Detachment 5, 6th Weather group.

WARDELL, S/Sgt. and Mrs. Reese J., a
daughter, Linda Ruth, at Southern Mem­
orial hospital, Las Vegas, Nev., May 13,
father assigned to Detachment 2I, 8th
Weather group.

GAMBRELL, A/1c and Mrs. Buddy, a
son, David Bolt, April 11, father as­
singed to 3d Weather squadron headquar­
ters,

NEILON, 1st Lt. and Mrs. James R.,
a son, Howard David, March 27, father
assigned to Joint Numerical Weather Pre:
diction unit at Suitland, Md.

RODRIGUEZ, T/Sgt. and Mrs. Nicholas
G., a daughter, Monica Lynne, March 25,
father assigned to 3d Weather squadron
headquarters.

SCHNITKER, M/Sgt. and Mrs, Wilbert T.,
a daughter, Valerie Leilani, April 6,
father assigned to 3d Weather squadron
headquarters.

Crazy Cake
M/Sgt. Benjamin Juba,

sergeant major of AWS
Headquarters, was present­
ed with a rare but highly
tasty "cake" at a party cel­
ebrating his 30th birthday
recently.
It happened like this.
"For years now I have

been baking Ben big cakes
each year and he just
doesn't go for cake," ex­
plained wife Bonnie, a sec­
retary in the office of AWS
scientific services.
"So, this year I came up

with a novel idea for a
cake,~"

Mrs. Juba planted three
big storm candles, each
representing 10 years, atop
a keg of ice-cold liquid re­
freshment.
Headquarters buddies per­

mitted none of Sergeant
Juba's birthday "cake" to
become stale this year.

ATKINSON, 1st Lt. and Mrs. Gary D.,
a daughter, Nancy Anne, at Oklahoma
City, Okla., May 1, father assigned to
Detachment 4, 6th Weather group.

CANTERBERRY, A/2c and Mrs. Meniford
G., a son, Richard Glenn, at Southern
Nevada Memorial_ hospital, Las Vegas,
Nev., April 13, father assigned to De­
tachment 21, 8th Weather group.

CARRELL, A/2¢ and Mrs. Johnny D., a
son, William Douglas, at Harris hospital,
Fort Worth, Tex., May 1, father assigned
to Detachment 22, 261h Weather squadron.

CRAWFORD, A/Ic and Mrs. William A.,
a daugher, Debra Louise, at Flowers hos­
pital, Dothan, Ala., May 1, father as­
siqned to Detachment 13, 6th Weather
group.

pEvoRE,, T/S9I; ond Mo.. ]#"~] ~ :
a son, Michael Thomas, at Maxwell AFB
hospital, Ala., April 30, father assigned
to Detachment I3, 6th Weather group.

FORTNER, Capt. and Mrs. Limon E., a
daughter, Carolyn Ann, at Maxwell AFB
hospital, Ala., March 23, father as­
signed to Detachment 13, 6th Weather
group.

AWS Presented
Safety Award
Col. Norman L. Peterson,

Commander, AWS, was recent­
ly presented the National
Safety Council "Award of Mer
it" for outstanding achieve­
ment by AWS in ground safe­
ty during 1957.
The award was earned

through the efforts of officers,
airmen and civilian employees
of the Air Weather Service in
reducing g r o u n d accidents
during 1957, During this per­
iod, Air Weather Service or­
ganizations reduced ground
accidents by 18%.
Citation accompanying the

award read in part, "This ac­
complishment is in keeping
with the traditionally high
standards of the Military Air
Transport Service, resulting in
conservation of our resources
for greater operational effec­
tiveness."

CASTEEL, A/2c and Mrs. William C.,
a daughter, Lenee Babette, at Norton AFB
hospital, Calif., 27 June, father assigned
to Detachment 6, 41h Weather squadron.

GROVES, S/Sgt, and Mrs. Robert J., a
son, David Edward, at Landstuh! Army
Medical Center, Landstuhl, Germany, 1
June, father assigned to Detachment 2,

1st Weather squadron,

HOLLINDEN, Capt. and Mrs. Albert B.,
~ daughter, Cari Ann, at Glockner-Pen­
rose hospital, Colorado Springs, Colo., 23
June, father attached to 3rd Weather
group,

ANDERSON, M/Sgt. and Mrs. Russell
L., a daughter, Marilyn Louise, at Rose
De Lima hospital, Henderson, Nev., April
I6, father assigned to Detachment 21,
8th Weather group.

2 Officers Win
In Story Contest
Two Air Weather Service of­

ficers have won cash awards
in the 1958 MATS Flying Safe­
ty short story contest.
CWO Gerald J. Ren, Detach­

ment 20, 8th Weather group,
won second prize and was pre­
sented a check for $125 at an
award presentation ceremony
at Military Air Transport Ser
vice headquarters at Scott
AFB, Ill., on June 17.

Capt. Lesley B. Hull, 57th
Weather Reconnaissance
squadron, 1st Weather wing,
had the sixth best entry, for
which he collected $25.

cated when twice during the
operation it was necessary to
turn on the aircraft DC power
to adjust cowl flaps and again
to raise the landing gear and
flaps when leveling off at
5,000 feet.
After 25 minutes, the cir­

cuitry was considered safe and
DC power was returned to the
electrical system.

With DC power n o rm a l
again, Captain Hillier estab­
lished radio contact and was
cleared to Guam. The aircraft
landed safely two hours and
20 minutes after the fire was
detected.

(Con't. From Page 2)

"We hope that this result will quickly be attained and that our
forces can be promptly withdrawn. We must, however, be prepared
to meet the situation whatever the consequences.

"We can do so, confident that we strive for a world in which
nations, be they great or be they small, can preserve their inde­
pendence. We are striving for an ideal which is close to the heart
of every American and for which in the past many Americans have
laid down their lives

To serve these ideals is also to serve the cause of peace, security
and well-being, not only for us, but for all men everywhere.'

HERNANDEZ, A/3c and Mrs. Lew D., a
daughter, Sherine Annette, at Lackland
AFB hospllol, Tex., Aprll 2I, father as• \
signed to Detachment 5, 6th Weather
group.

MACDONALD, S/Sgt. and Mrs. Harold ~
J., ir., a son, Gordon Holmes, at Col­
lingswood Nursing Home, Farnham Com­
mon, England, April 15, father assigned
to Detachment 40, 281h Weather squad-

MEMORIES - This pinup
photo of Miiko Taka, shape­
ly Japanese lovely, will un­
doubtedly bring back count­
less memories to all Air
Weather Service troops who
have served tours in the Far
East. Miiko stars in War­
ner Bros.' "Sayonara."

ROBINSON-ZACHOU. Miss Chrysoula Za­
chou of Athens, Greece, to S/Sgt. Ron­
ald F. Robinson of Danielson, Conn., and
Detachment 11, 181h Weather squadron,
on April I8 at St. Andrews Protestant
church in Athens, Greece, Reverend Charles
B. Hanna officiating.

LATEST MEMBER OF THE WEATHER HUNTERS-A spe
cially modified (WB-47) version of the B.47 bomber, long
the Backbone of the Strategic Air Command, is assuming a
new role daily in its duty with Air Weather Service units.
Currently assigned to the ~th Weather group, Scott AFB, III.,

it is taking part in the National Hurricane Research project.
AWS meteorologists use the big jet for studying many prob­
lems inherent to "all-weather" jet operations as well as in
climatological research, It cruises in the 600 mph class.
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