
New Command
Titles Given
At AWS Level

Brig. Gen. Norman L. Pet­
erson has been named Vice
Commander of the Air Weath­
er Service, following his re­
cent promotion to general
officer rank. This and other
title changes at top AWS
command level were effective
November 13.
Col. James T. Seaver jr. be­

came Deputy Commander, Op­
erations, on that date and
Col. Walter C. Phillips was
designated Deputy Command­
er, Administration. The two
deputy commanders will di­
vide the f u n c ti o n s of the
former chief of staff position;
but will, in addition, have
expanded responsibilities for
the AWS field units as well
as the headquarters staff.
According to a command

letter sent out on December
2, establishing the changes,
the new "arrangement of du­
ties will permit more special­
ized command supervision and
direction of the two general
areas of our AWS business, at
the same time permitting the
commander and vice com­
mander to devote a more pro­
portionate share of time and
effort to development of AWS
to meet its responsibilities in
the jet and space ages."
No other title changes have

been made or are contemplat­
ed in other AWS headquarters
s t a ff offices in connection
with these changes.

AMS Moves
The American Meteoro­

logical society, a nonprofit
scientific organization of
7000 members, has n­
nounced its new headquar­
ters at 45 Beacon street,
Boston, Mass.

Built in 1806, this histor­
ically famous Beacon street
mansion was the last of
three Beacon Hill houses
designed by the celebrated
architect Charles Bulfinch
for Harrison Gray Otis,
prominent Boston citizen of
that time.
The n e w headquarters

will house administrative
and editorial offices of the
Society, interesting weather
exhibits, instruments, books
and maps and will be open
to the public.
For the present time, all

mail should be continued
to be addressed to the So­
ciety at 3 Joy street, Bos­
ton 8, Mass.

The Observer regretfully re­
ports the death of the follow­
Eng Air Weather Service air­
man:
A/2c George E, Robinson,

56th Weather Reconnaissance
squadron, on December 1, by
drowning.

53d WRS Slated
To Get New Type
Radio Dropsonde
A new type of radio drop­

sonde instrument has been
received by the 53d Weather
Reconnaissance squadron at
Burtonwood RAF S t a t i o n ,
England, and will be opera­
tional sometime in January,
according to the unit's weath­
er section.
The radio dropsonde is a

we a t h e r collecting device
which is released from the
aircraft and floats down on
a parachute with a tiny ra­
dio transmitter radioing back
its readings of temperature,
barometric pressure and hu­
midity.
The new type falls at a

much faster rate, and trans­
mits its information in a
shorter period of time, thus
allowing the information to
be recorded in the aircraft be­
fore the aircraft flies to a
distance from the instrument
that would cause receiving
difficulties to be encountered.
Actually, the chute serves

mainly as a stabilizing de
vice and the instrument is al
most in free fall. It takes only
ten minutes to fall from 30,000
feet.
The weather sensing ele­

ments in the new dropsonde
are more sensitive than those
in the old, and it is antici­
pated that more accurate data
will be obtained.
The radio transmitter is a

new pulse-modulated t y p e
with 140 watts power as com­
pared with the .3 watts in the
old instrument. It operates on
397 megacycles and is there

New Short Story
Contest Starts·
Aspiring writers of the Air

Weather Service and the Mil­
itary Air Transport Service
will be given the opportunity
again this year to turn their
literary efforts into cash.
Maj. Richard F. Jennings,

special services officer at
MATS headquarters, has an­
nounced that the 1959 short
story contests, with cash priz-

es totaling $1,050 are now
under way.
The writer turning out the

top story in MATS will re­
ceive $75, the runnerup will
get $50, and the third place
entry will bring $25, in addi­
tion to cash prizes awarded
at home bases.
The three top stories in the

command will be forwarded
to USAF to compete for prizes
of $350, $250, $150, $100 and
$50 in the Air Force-wide con­
test.
Stories by AWS and MATS

writers must be turned in to
their own base librarians by
May 30. The three stories
judged best must then be sent
to MATS headquarters before
August 15.
Rules and entry blanks can

be picked up at base librar­
ies.

and graduate of Kenyon col­
lege, Ohio. He received his
bachelor's degree in mathe­
matics at Kenyon and later
completed graduate work at
the University of Chicago.
His previous work includes

forecasting at the USAF South
Ruislip Weather Central,
England, from September 1951
to February 1953, forecasting
for the U.S. Weather Bureau
at the Chicago Forecast Cen­
ter from 1946 to 1951 and in­
structing in weather with the
Army Air Forces Training
Command from 1943 to 1945.
Snellman and his wife, Eve­

lyn have four children, Kristi,
7; Leonard, 5; Robert, 3; and
Karen, 1. The family lives at
521 North Stanton street, Leb
anon, Ill.

in January
On January 31, 1959, the

Ground Observer corps with
its 280,000 volunteers, will
round out nine years of loyal
service to the Air Force, in­
cluding four to the Air Weath­
er Service, when it officially
disbands.
The GOC began spotting

tornadoes and other severe
weather for AWS in January
1955. Adding its numerous
'ears and eyes' to AWS, its
civilians maintained a cease­
less watch for bad weather
and helped cut the huge toll
of life and property loss over
the years.
This agency of the Conti­

nental Air Defense command
coordinated its efforts with
the 3d Weather wing setting
up the original reporting pro­
gram, with its focal point at
Tinker AFB, Okla.

Its filter centers, which sent
special teletypes to control
centers, the Severe Weather
Bureau (SWB) and AWS sta­
tions at vital areas, proved
to be very helpful.
Air Force officials said that

the growing scope and effici­
ency of the air defense radar
system in and around this
country was now deemed ad­
equate as a warning system.
Also, the great heights and
speeds of missiles made vis­
ual sightings obsolete as a
warning device. The GOC has
been easing up its 24-hour-a­
day schedule since January
1958.

One of the Government's top honors to civilians,
the Meritorious Civilian Service award, was presented
to Leonard W. Snellman recently in a brief ceremony
by Maj. Gen. H. H. Bassett, Air Weather Service com­

mander.
The presentation, w h i c h

took place at AWS headquar­
ters November 26, cited par­
ticularly Snellman's "excep­
tionally high degree of pro­
fessional competence" from
May 1957 through May 1958.
Snellman, a meteorological

consultant and technical ad­
visor with AWS headquarters
Scientific Services, has worked
in the headquarters since
1953. Thirty-eight years old,
he is a former Philadelphian

FLYING WEATHERMEN of Detachment 11, 4th Weather
group at Patrick AFB, Fla., line up in front of a B-57 jet
aircraft which is used for weather reconnaissance missions
at the Air Force Missile Test Center. Standing, left to right,
are S/Sgt. William M. Sims, Marianna, Ark.; S/Sgt. Howard
E. McGee, Elmhurst, Ill.; M/Sgt. Donald K. Johnson, Eau
Gallie, Fla. and T/Sgt. Seymour F. Kantor, Chicago, Ill.
Kneeling, left to right, are T/Sgt. Campbell F. Lowther, Nash­
ville, Tenn.; Capt. Gabriel Palmero, Eau Gallie, Fla. and
S/Sgt. Alfred J. Silka, Pittson, Pa. (See Story on Page 4)

fore a "line-of-sight" trans­
mitter.
A special receiving instru­

ment, which automatically re­
cords the information on a
graph, is employed and will
be installed in all aircraft.
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AWS Weather Consultant Gets
Top Civilian Service Award

Headquarters, Air Weather Service, Scott AFB, Ill...
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US Air Force -- Guardian of Freedom

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree
from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.
And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazar­

eth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem;
(because he was of the house and lineage of David:)

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accom-

plished that she should be delivered.
And she brought forth her firstborn son and wrapped him in

swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was
no room for them in the inn.
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the

field. keeping watch over their flock by night.
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory

of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring

you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which

is Christ the Lord.
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped

in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heav­

enly host praising God, and saying,
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will

toward men.
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them

into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass,
which the Lord hath made known unto us.
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and

the babe lying in a manger.
And when they had seen it, they mode known abroad the say­

ing which was told them concerning the child.
And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were

told them by the shepherds.
But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for

all the things that they had heard and seen as it was told unto
(Luke 2:1-20)

When Does the Balloon Go Up?
Ever wonder what the weather requirements for a manned

balloon hop are and why it takes so much preparation?
If you are really up on balloon data, you know that:
1. Surface winds at launching time must be less than
5 knots,
2. Wind velocity at any level cannot exceed 100 knots.
3. Winds above 90,000 feet must be less than 20 knots.
4. Winds at 100,000 feet must be of a direction that will
not blow balloon out of US.
5. The 30-hour outlook for recovery operation must be en­
tirely favorable.
6. There must be less than one-half sky cover (clouds)
at all levels for the 3-hour period subsequent to launching.
This was the data required recently in connection with the

Air Research and Development command (ARDC) Manhigh III
balloon project. The task of gathering this information fell
to Detachment 5 of the I9th Weather Squadron at Snelling
AFS, St. Paul, Minn.

First Christmas

ON THE

+ s.-..']'
AWS Global Report
At a ceremony on October

16, Coi. Hazen H. Bedke, 4th
Weather g r o u p commander
presented the Air Force Com­
mendation Medal to Maj. John
S. Blain jr., assistant chief,
systems section at Andrews
AFB, Md.
Maj. Blain was awarded the

commendation medal for mer­
itorious service while serving
as Chief, Weather Factor Air­
craft Accident branch at Air
Weather Service headquar­
ters.

A/3c Ann M. Robinson of
Detachment 2, 4th Weather
group, Andrews AFB, Md.,
won the Womens Intramur­
al Athletic League singles
table tennis championship
on November 1 at the An­
drews AFB service club.
Maj. Roy E. Jacobson, chief

of the officers division of Per­
sonnel and Maj. Fred V. Mas­
terson, assistant air opera-

Major Major
Masterson Jacobson

tions officer at 2d Weather
wing headquarters in Wies­
baden, Germany, won com­
mand pi 1 o t's wings this
month. The command wings,
representing over 3000 hours
of flying and 15 years of rated
service, were awarded by Col.
Roy W. Nelson jr., wing com­
mander.
Capt. Edward C. Spillers

has been assigned to the 3d
Weather group flight section.
He will also become an in­
structor pilot when the Group
receives its C-54 in the very
near future.

Capt. Spillers, a native of
Arkansas, enlisted in the
service at Little Rock, Ark.,
in 1940. He graduated from

1
Captain Spillers

pilot school in September
1942 and was commissioned
a year later In September
1943. He has accumulated
5,463 flying hours and holds
an aeronautical rating of
Command Pilot.
The Air Force Commenda

tion Medal has been awarded
for meritorious service to Maj.
John R. Abbott of Detachment
18, 18th Weather squadron for
the period 14 August 1953 to
19 July 1957, and to CWO,
W-3 Clifford N. Shaw, Detach
ment 4, 4th Weather group,
MeChord AFB, Wash., for the
period 17 October 1957 to 13
June 1958.

A/1c Truman G. Woolard
was voted most valuable
player of the Air Weather Ser
vice headquarters squadron

(Con't. on Page 4)
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As I rejoin the Air Weather Service after an absence of more

than ten years, I find that we are still struggling with the same
basic problems; however, I am greatly impressed with the progress
which has been made during recent years.
When I left the Weather Service shortly after the end of World

War II, most of our technical operations were still geared to the
individual and to the speed of manual operations. Now, through
the application of automation, standardization and centre lization,
very considerable improvements in the weather product have already
been achieved and many more are in prospect. I feel I am most
fortunate to have an opportunity to help in bringing them about.
One thing, however, has not changed: the high caliber of the

people in the Air Weather Service. It is a pleasure to be associated
again with such an outstanding group, to renew my acquaintance
and close working relationships with several old friends and to
make many new ones.

I am confident that our combined efforts will enable the Air
Weather Service to achieve the high goals which have been set
for 1959.

As Commander of the Air Weather
Service, I am deeply proud-as I know
each of you must be-of the AWS con­
tribution to the over-all global mission
of the Air Force. You are to be congratu­
lated on the part you have played in mak­
ing this contribution possible.

At this time of year when family ties
are particularly close to our hearts, I wish
to express a special greeting to those of
you who must spend this holiday season
away from your loved ones. It is your
devotion to duty that makes possible an­
other peaceful observance of the Birthday
of the Pri nee of Peace.

To all of you in the Air Weather Ser­
vice family throughout the world, and to
your families, I extend my personal best
wishes for a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

H. H. BASSETT
Major General USAF
Commander

SD21321Sn3S13213S3S12312931312S

Officers Needed for AFIT ]
Emphasis is again being placed on encouraging officers to

apply for training under the Air Force Institute of Technology(AFIT) program.
As an aid to evaluation of educational background, all AWS

officers now serving in grade of lieutenant through lieutenant
colonel, who have not passed their 39th birthday, will be re­
quested to complete an AFIT Educational Resource Study
form which will be distributed by education officers and AFITproject officers.

Brig. Gen. N. L. Peterson, AWS Vice Commander, stated in
a recent letter to all AWS wings and groups that, "It is not
our intention that weather officers who have already received
AFIT training in the meteorology field be encouraged to re­
quest training in totally unrelated fields, but rather that these
officers be stimulated* to apply for advanced meteorology
training or training in allied areas such as mathematics.
geophysics, physics, astronautics, astronomy or chemistry."

He further stated that ~" . . . there are a sizable number of
non-weather officers in our organization who are eligible for
various AFIT programs and who should be encouraged withequal vigor,"
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Major Robert E. Hair­
ston w a s recently ap­
pointed operations officer
for the 59th Weather Re­
connaissance (Hurriance
H u n t e r s) squadron at
Kindley AFB, Bermuda.
Major Hairston replaces

Major Hairston

Major Walter N. Hess who
returned to th e United
States on normal rota­
tion.
Major Hairston, a native of

Crawford, Miss., has been an
aircraft commander with the
59th WRS since July 1957.
During this period, he re­
ceived the distinction of be­
coming the Hurricane Hunt­
ers' first rated command pilot.
With a background of 12

hurricane penetrations, h e
will direct the storm recon­
naissance of the Hurricane
Hunters.
Along with his flying du­

ties, Major Hairston has
served as executive officer for
the 59th since February_ of
this year. He holds two Dis­
tinguished Flying Crosses and
two Air Medals.

Reenlistment
After 15 months in the deep

freeze, world-wide choice of
overseas assignments o n c e
more became available to re­
enlistees, according to instruc­
tions sent to the field this
week by USAF Hq. Eighteen
foreign regions from Alaska
to the Philippine islands are
included in the deal.
An airman eligible for re­

enlistment may apply for ov­
erseas assignments during the
fifth month before his sched­
uled discharge. Assuming his
reenlistment takes place im­
mediately he can expect to
be put on orders, sometime
during the second month of
his new term of service, ear­
marking him for shipment to
his area of choice-provided
a vacancy exists.

Reenlistees have the op­
tion of picking one, two or
three overseas areas. If a
vacancy cannot be found

that matches his choices
his application and volun­
teer statement becomes void
and it will not be used as
a ba s i s for involuntary
world-wide assignment.
While this is a safeguard

against a tour in an unwant­
ed region, the letter of in­
struction contains some hard
1 in es for volunteers who
change their mind after a
choice has been made and the
paperwork run through the
mill.
The letter says: ~ "After se­

lection by Headquarters USAF
an applicant who declines as­
signment to an overseas area
of choice is ineligible to re­
enlist for 91 days." (A service
break of 91 days can result in
loss of grade and re-en­
listment allowances, among
other things.)
Application Procedure
T he mechanical details

for submitting a volunteer
statement have been re­
duced to the barest mini­
mum. Applicants, using a
standardized format which
went out with the letter of
instruction, will make in­
channels request for over­
seas assignment. Requests
then go directly to major
air commands where they
will be consolidated in a
name roster which will then
be shipped on to USAF.
The name roster from ma

jor commands will list volun­
teers in ascending numerical
sequence by CAFSC and grade
within the CAFSC. After re
ceipt in USAF, IBM cards will
be coded with the informa­
tion. Volunteers (except fe­
m a l e personnel) furnished
with an assignment will be
notified through the auto­
matic manning system, spe­
cifically Phase IV and V, 6-
A~F-P6 system,
The same system will be

used to notify male person­
nel who cannot be assigned
but the statement, "No Re­
quirement" will appear in
the spaces used for overseas
assignment. Female person­
nel will be notified through
separate channels.

To avoid the possibility
of diversion after a volun­
teer has been reported to
Headquarters the IBM cards
will he keyed with an iden­
tifier which will indicate
that the assignment has

been furnished under the ZI
Base (volunteer) reenlistee
program.
Overseas areas for which

volunteer applications from
reenlistees are being accepted
are:

Alaska (Mainland)
Alaska (Remote)

*England
*Europe, Continent
Greenland
Guam

*Hawaii
Iceland
Johnson Island
Korea
Kwajalein
Labrador
Newfoundland
North Africa
(Areas of 18 months
or more)
North Africa
(Areas of 12 months)
Okinawa
Philippine Islands
Japan
No preferred area

*Areas for which WAF air­
men may volunteer.

CWO, W-2 Robert W. Aston
of Detachment 1, 4th Weather
group at Wright-Patterson
AFB, Ohio, has been awarded
$70 in recognition of his out­
standing off-duty scholastic
record.
Mr. Aston was awarded the

money by the Air Materiel
Command welfare fund coun­
cil for making an "A" grade
in science and mathematics
courses.
He has been taking off-duty

college courses for two years
at Wittenberg college, Dayton,
Ohio, maintaining a straight
"A" average.
After completion of courses

in Russian and Astronomy,
which he is now taking, he
will have completed the re­
quirements necessary for a
final semester ~ "Bootstrap" as­
signment.
"Operation Bootstrap" is an

Air Force program which per­
mits qualified personnel to
attend the final semester of
college study in a temporary
duty (TDY) status w hi 1 e
drawing regular pay and al­
lowances.

14 AWS Drivers
Get Safety Council
Awards in 2 Units
Fourteen USAF Air Weather

Service airmen, who have
amassed a total of 31 years
of safe driving among them,
recently received National
Safety Council Safe Driver
awards.
Nine airmen of the 53d

W e a t he r Reconnaissance
squadron, Burtonwood, Eng­
land, and five of Detachment
5_of the 4th Weather group,
Tinker Air Force Base, Okla.,
earned the honor over vary­
ing periods of time.
A 5-year Safe Driver award

went to S/Sgt. Herbert D. Lu­
(Con't. on Page 4)

STUDYING the Meritorious_ Civilian Service award just
presented him is Leonard Snellman, an Air Weather Service
ieteoioiogieai consiitat, ana Maj. Gen. H. H. Bassett, AWS
commander. The award, based on exceptional service from
May 1957 to May 1958, is one of the top honors given civil­
Ian in ine Air Force. Mr. Snellman is with the Directorate
oi scientific Services at AWS headquarters.

OFFICIAL CREST for the 3d Weather wing at Offutt AFB,
Neb., has been ePRJoved by USAF headquarters. Under the
command of Col. Anthony T. Shtogren,'the Ja is charged
with providing weather support to he operations or {h6
Strategic Air Command. The newly approved crest reflects
this mission both in the SAC stripe and @Iso the motto,
which appears beneath the crest.

TWO MATS SAFETY POSTER WINNERS are shown here with Lt. Gen. William H. Tunner,
center, MATS commander, following congratulations by the General. At left is 1st Lt.
Richard L. McManus of the 2d Weather wing, Lindsey AB, Germany, and at right, T/Sgt.
William J. Garber of 16llth Air Base group, McGuire AFB, N. J. Sergeant Garber's poster
won first place trophy and a S75 check. Lt. McManus received second place trophy and a
S50 check during the presentations at MATS headquarters, Scott AFB, Ill.

Maj. Hairston Is
Named New Ops
Officer for 59th

4th Group CWO
Gets70 forTop
School Record
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touch football team. Team
coach, T/Sgt. Ray Glenn, pre­
sented the trophy. Airman
Woolard was a standout on
AWS teams at Andrews AFB,

A/ic Woolard T/Sgt. Glenn
Md., for a number of seasons.
His hometown is Peoria, Ill.,
where he played for Peoria
Manual high school, a peren­
nially successful team.
A/2c Alvin L. Caudel, an

observer for Detachment 29,
25th Weather squadron at
Gray AFB, Tex., has success­
fully comp 1 et e d the U. S.
Armed Forces Institute course
in Aeronautical Meteorology,
and the Officer Candidate
Correspondence c o u r s e and
the Intelligence Fundament­
als Officer course offered by
the Extension Course Insti­
tute (Air University). Airman
Caudel is presently a mem­
ber of the Bergstrom AFB
Aero-club where he has at­
tained his student pilot rat­
ing and will soon receive his
private pilot's license.

T/Sgt. Richard C. Smith,
chief observer of Detach­
ment 10, 15th Weather
squadron, has been selected
re ~PA "£ +ka ~u--la-, Cor-

T/Sgt. Smith
geant Smith's main duties
consist of observing weath­
er conditions at Ashiya Air
Base, Japan, preparing this
weather information for an­
alysis, and the initial dis­
semination of this data lo­
cally and throughout the
Far' East. Only three such
ratings were awarded dur­
ing the fiscal year 1958 for
all detachments located in
the Far East.

Awards Judge
Maj. Hugh W. Elsaesser,

former AWS officer, now
attending special courses
at the University of Chi­
cago, has been selected as
one of the judges for the
Father James B, Macel­
wane annual awards in
Meteorology. The contest,
which ends January l, con­
sists of a paper or thesis
written on some phase of
meteorology.

IMAGINE opening your
Christmas bag and finding
~ lovely present like be­
witching Arlene Howell,
whose classic contours are
partly concealed in mink.
This stunning creation was
voted Miss U.S.A. of '58 and
she's now under long-term
contract to Warner Bros.
where she appears regular-
1y in the "77 Sunset Strip"
television series.

Driver Awards
(Con't. from Page 3)

cas, 53d WRS; while 3-year
emblems were given to M/Sgt.
I. J. Daubenspeck, T/Sgts.
Bobby J. Vance, Barry E. Wil­
son and James D. Hicks, and
A/1c James Lemons jr., all of
Detachment 5, and to A/2c
Michael R. Feil and Laird K.
Stevenson, 53d WRS.

One- year emblem recipi­
ents were S/Sgt. Donald E.
Springs, A/1c Aaron Reed and
Alexander J. Stewart and A/2c
Leon Charbonneau and Les­
ter L. Wimmer, all of the 53d
WRS.

Births
CANTRELL, T/Sgt. and Mrs. Luther Ma,

a son, George"Russell, USAF Hospital,
Andrews AFB," Md,, 16'November, father
ossianea 'CIImaiic Center, Detachment 3,
AWS, Suitland, Md.

CORPUS, S/Sgt. and Mrs. Lorenzo A.,
ir., a aaoahter, Karla Mario at DeWit
hr,Je~er n, eiel_Ye•..Poe!tr2 fainer assianea Detachment 18, 251h
Weather squadron Davison Army Air­
field, Ft. Belvolr, Va.
DACEY, *A/2% and Mrs. John, D.,a

dauahter, Lisa Ann, Sibley hospital
shinafon,"D. C,, November 4, father

assianea' Detachment 2, 41h Weather
qroup, Andrews AFB, Md.

FREY,"Capt. and Mrs. William A., a
daughter, Catherine L., Washingtpn hos­
pital', Washington, D. C., Ocipber 24,
iaiRer a»ianea" Detachment] 2, 4ih Weath­
er group, Andrews AFB, Md,

GAYLORD, M/Sgt. and M@. Albert E.,
a son, Thomas Kavin, gt US Naval Hos­
pirai, Annapolis, Md.,' November 2, father
assianed" Climatic Center, Detachment 3,
AWS, Suitland, Md.

SEDELBAUER, 2d Lt, and Mrs. Norman
~ .• a aaoafht@r, Kathy, Sue, at Dewit
Aimy hos>iiai, Fr. B~ivor., Va., November
Hollar a~ged" osiach@gr} '~j,°~ ~ ~
Weather squadron, Davison Army Alrfield,
Ft. Belvolr, Va.

HARRIS, Isi Lt, and Mrs. Barry E., a

son, Barry E. jr.,_at Tripler Army hos­
pirat, Honolulu, T. H., November 27,
father assigned Detachment 3, 1st Weath­
er wing.
WAGNER, M/Sgt. and Mrs. Richard

H., a daughter, Judy Ann, at Queens
hospital, Honolulu, T.H., November 10,
father assigned to 1st Weather wing
headquarters.
~

Burtonwood Recon
Squadron Ordered
Moved to Alconbury
As part of the overall trans­

fer of US Air Force units from
the Burtonwood RAF station,
England, the 53rd Weather
Reconnaissance squadron now
stationed there is slated to
move to Alconbury RAF sta­
tion. England, some time after
April 1, 1959.
The 53d WRS began opera­

tions at Burtonwood on No­
vember 25, 1953. At that time,
it was known as the 53d Stra­
tegic Reconnaissance squad
ron and had just come from
Kindley AFB, Bermuda. On
February 25, 1954, it was re
designated the 53d Weather
Reconnaissance squadron.
The 332 airmen and officers

of the unit, with all their
equipment and supplies, have
been ordered by USAF via
MATS, to move into their new
quarters at Alconbury on the
earliest practicable date after
April 1
This movement is in line

with the Air Force's consoli­
dation, economy and logistic
al plans to reduce, combine
or eliminate various overseas
functions.

G6 AYYS Lieutenants
Get Captain Rank

Air Weather Service head­
quarters has announced the
promotion of 66 AWS First
Lieutenants to the temporary
grade of Captain. Names, or­
ganizations and effective
dates of rank are as follows:

AWS headquarters
Frank G. Gallo, Apr. 21; James R.

Neilson, Mar. I
1st Weather wing

Donald E. Farnsworth, Mar. 24; Barry
E. Harris, Feb. 6; Eugene F. Johnk, Feb.
4; Walter F. Jordan ir., Mar. 18; Emil
G, Larson, Mar. 17, George T. Mac­
donald, Jan. 27, Fred R. Nikithser, Mar.
17, Fredric L. Pilz, Feb. 9, Robert J.
Powers, Apr. 23, Thomas A. Stubbs, Mar.
9, Shoji Takasugi, Dec. 9; Vincent H.
Walsh, Apr. 10; Eric Walther, Mar. 18;
John R. Way, Apr. 15; Arthur E. Whit­
son, Apr. 10.

2d Weather wing
Lee R. Bovinett, Jan. 21, Ralph C.

Elliott, Apr. 8; Robert W. Fanning, Mar.
18; William R. Kellogg, Mar. 6; Her­
bert A. Million, Apr. 23; Patrick E.
Pickett, Feb. 25, George O. Schmidt,
Mar. 18; Thomas M. Slee, Jan. 29.

3d Weather wing
Kaleem Azim, Apr. 8; Kenneth G.

Bauer, Mar. 18; Charles L. Bennett jr.,
Apr. 16; Thomas J. Gross, Mar. 18;
Alfred C. Molla Ir., Feb. 24; Margaret
J. Perry, Apr. 16; Thomas A. Studer, Mar.
18; William R. Trott, Mar. 18; Lawrence
E. Tunnell, Mar. 18; Barney T. Watson,
Jan. B.

2d Weather group
Glenn L. Glassburn, Mar. 18; Robert

J. Greenlee, Apr. 9; Charles L. Hill, Mar
17; Ivan L. Johnson, Mar. 18; Salvatore
R. Lemole, Mar. 17; Neilan D. Schmidt,
Feb. 2.

3d Weather group

Chester C. Lukasiewicz, Apr. 16; Thom­
as H. Pries, Apr. 16; John I. Riggs ir.,
Mar. 18; Joseph D. Saccone, Jan. 8.

4th Weather group
Billy G. Aldridge, Jan. 22; Paul R.

Balcom, Mar. 17; Arthur Bidner, Mar.
17; William F. Boetting, Mar. 9; Donald
L. Carter, Feb. 26; Kenneth D. Hadeen,
Apr. 16; Clifford E. Herrin, Mar. 18;
John H. Keating, Mar. 17; Eichi Shibata,
Mar. 17.

8th Weather group
Joseph J. Hope, Mar. 6.

9th Weather group

Billy R. Allen, Mar. 18; Frank G.
Coons Ir., Mar. 17; Allan B. Milloy,
Feb. 5; Donald J. Przytula, Dec. 19;
William H. Quelch ir., Mar. 18; Dwight
W. Reilly, Apr. 16; William E. Rodger,
Mar. 16; Anthony Roman, Apr. 17, John
D. Sharp, Feb. 6; Alexander F. Stewart,
Apr. 15; John H. Veeser, Apr. 9.

The weather unit at Patrick
AFB, Fla., commanded by
Major Robert F. Durbin, is
responsible for providing me­
teorological advice and fore­
casts in support of missile
tests at the Air Force Missile
Test Center and for support
of air operations at Patrick
AFB.
The requirement for the

high-altitude weather recon­
naissance was brought about
by the need for accurate cir­
rus observations and fore­
casts for certain tests along
the Atlantic missile range.
Precise information on the

altitude, thickness and extent
of cirrus clouds was required
for forecast and evaluation
purposes in order to establish
exact data for correlation
with telemetered information
from the missile.
This aerial weather recon­

naissance is performed by
qualified weather personnel
in jet aircraft on the Atlantic
missile range from Cape Can­
averal to Puerto Rico. The
6550th Operations squadron,
commanded by Lt. Col. Spenc­
er G. Morgan, provides air­
craft and crews as part of its
function in supporting the
missile test program.
Teamwork was the keynote

in getting the aerial weather
reconnaissance program going
at the AFMTC. Base opera­
tions personnel made arrange­
ments for detachment person­
nel to get the high-altitude
pressure chamber test.
Next the weathermen at­

tended ground school in air­
craft procedures and finally
took check-out rides under
the guidance of experienced
pilots of the 6550th Opera­
tions squadron.
The first jet weather recon­

naissance flight along the
Atlantic missile range was
flown on August 16, 1957 by
capt. Gabriel Palmero, the
officer in charge of the sec­
tion. Since that time, jet
weather reconnaissance' has
become routine in connection
with certain cruise missile
tests.

POST-CONGRATULATION TALK is exchanged between
Maj. Gen. H. H. Bassett, right, Air Weather service com­
mander and Lt. Col. Lynn T. Irish, recipient of the Air Force
Commendation Medal in the general's office. Colonel Irish,
deputy director of AWS Scientific Services, was awarded tRe
medal for meritorious service as staff weather officer to the
commander, 5th Air Force, at March AFB, Calif., from March
1955 to August 1958.

The only weather detachment in Air Weather Ser­
vice claiming its own aerial weather observing sec­
tion is Detachment 11, 4th Weather group. This de­
tachment has currently one officer and six airmen
qualified to fly as aerial weather observers in B-45

and B-57 jet aircraft.

Patrick AFR Detachment
llas Own Aerial Section


