
Meteorological service for the Army, which has heretofore been the
responsibility of the Signal Corps, was, on July 1, transferred to the
using arms and services. These include the Air Corps, the Field Ar­
tillery, the Coast Artillery Corps, the Ordnance and the Chemical
Warfare Service.
The Air Corps, which is by far the most interested user of meteor-

ological data, plans to establish
an Air Corps School of Meteor­
ology for enlisted forecasters at
Patterson Field, Fairfield, Ohio,
at which two courses of instruc­
tion, each of five months' dura­
tion, will be conducted each year.
The number of students accept­

ed for each course will not exceed
35. An enlisted complement not
to exceed IO men will be assigned
as assistants at school headquar­
ters.

Monmouth School Ends
In the establishing of this or­

ganization, the present School of
Meteorology located at Fort Mon­
mouth, New Jersey, under Signal
Corps jurisdiction, will be discon­
tinued in July. The school prop­
erty and personnel will be trans­
ferred to Patterson Field, where
it is expected classes will be start­
ed not later than September.
Since the Air Corps has be­

come the prime user of the me­
teorological service, the transfer
of this responsibility is a logical
step. The development, procure­
ment, storage and supply of me­
teorological equipment remains a
function of the Signal Corps.

Model Stations Planned
In view of this transfer, it is

desired to develop at Patterson
· .. and Wright Fields meteorological

For salary of four civilian as- stations which will be models of
sistants-$8,000; modern operation. In line with

these plans, the number of enlist­
ed meteorologists assigned to Pat­
terson Field will be increased
from 10 to 15 and those at

For miscellaneous services and Wright Field from two to five.
materials-$5,000. Capt. Don McNeal, Signal

Corps, at present in charge of the
Meteorological School at Fort
Monmouth, will assume like du­
ties with the Patterson Field
school.
Capt. Benjamin Stern. Signal

Corps, who recently received or­
ders transferring him to Maxwell
Field, Alabama, will be replaced
by an Air Corps officer, who will
be in charge of meteorological
activities at the two fields (Pat­
terson and Wright Fields, Ohio).
Various assignments will bring

the additional enlisted men to be
enrolled at the two fields to a
total of approximately 55.

Classes in Present Building
Classes will be conducted in

rooms and laboratories on the
ground floor of the present head­
quarters building at Patterson
Field. For the present, no addi­
tional buildings for schools or
barracks are contemplated.
The Field Artillery will organ­

ize meteorological units at the
following posts: Fort Hoyle,
Maryland; Fort Sam Houston,
Texas; Fort Lewis, Washington;
Fort Sill, Oklahoma; Fort Sheri­
dan, Illinois; Schofield Barracks,
Hawaii; Fort Riley, Kansas; and
Fort Bragg, North Carolina.
These units will furnish necessary
meteorological data to Field Ar­
tillery organizations located with­
in their service areas,
The Coast Artillery will con­

tinue to operate meteorological
units at each Coast Artillery har-

(Continued on page 4)

Following personnel assign­
ments are planned for Air Corps
meteorological officers and Signal
Corps officers on detail with the
Air Corps:
Capt. Randolph P. Williams,

AC, to temporary duty in the Of­
fice of the Chief of the Air Corps,
effective May I.
Other assignments effective

July I, as follows:
Capt. Leon W. Johnson, AC, to

remain at Barksdale Field Louis­
iana, as Regional Meteorological
Officer, 3d Meteorological Re­
gion; Commanding Officer, 3d
Meteorological Squadron; and
Meteorological Officer, 3d Wing,
GHQ Air Force.
Lt. Don Z. Zimmerman, AC,

to remain at Randolph Field,
Texas, as Meteorological Officer
and Instructor, Air Corps Prima­
ry Flying School.
Lt. Harold H. Bassett, AC, to

remain at Hamilton Field, Cali­
fornia, as Base Meteorological Of­
ficer.
Lt. Robert M. Losey, AC, from

California Institute of Technol­
ogy to Office of the Chief, Air
Corps.
Lt. Floyd B. Wood, AC, from

Massachusetts Institute of Tech­
nology to Bolling Field, D. C., as
Base Meteorological Officer.
Lt. T. M. Bolen, AC, from

California Institute of Technology
to March Field, California, as
Base Meteorological Officer.
Lt. Arthur F. Merewether, AC,

to remain at Barksdale Field,
Louisiana, as Base Meteorologi­
cal Officer.
Lt. Anthony Q. Mustoe, AC, to

remain at Selfridge Field, Michi­
gan, as Base Meteorological Offi­
cer.
Lt. Julius K. Lacey, AC, to re­

main at Langley Field, Virginia,
as Regional Control Officer. 2d
Meteorological Region; Com­
manding Officer, 2d Meteorologi­
cal Squadron; and Meteorological
Officer, 2d Wing, GHQ Air
Force.
Lt. Ernest Moore, AC, from

Massachusetts Institute of Tech­
nology to Langley Field, Virginia,
as Meteorological Officer, 2d
Group, GHQ Air Force.
Lt. Milton W. Arnold, AC

from California Institute of Tech­
nology to Patterson Field, Ohio,
as Depot Meteorological Officer.
Lt.'Robert E. L. Eaton, AC,

from Massachusetts Institute of
Technology to Scott Field, Illi­
nois, as Base Meteorological Offi­
cer.
Lt. Royden E. Beebe, Jr., AC,

(Continued on page 4)

A total of 40 weather stations
of various types-35 of them in
the Zone of the Interior and 5
outside the continental limits of
the United States-are presently
in operation by the new AAC
Weather Service.
Present stations and their loca­

tions, under the control of three
ZI weather regions and a foreign
weather region, are as follows:

First Weather Region
Base weather stations at Ham­

ilton Field, California, and March
Field, California.

Squadron weather stations at
Fort Lewis, Washington, and
Moffett Field, California.

Second Weather Region
Base weather stations at Boll­

ing Field, Anacostia, D. C.; Lang­
ley Field, Hampton, Virginia;
Mitchel Field, Long Island, New
York; Patterson Field, Fairfield,
Ohio; Scott Field, Belleville, Illi­
nois; and Selfridge Field, Mount
Clemens, Michigan.
Post weather stations at Mid­

dletown Air Depot, Pennsylvania;
and Chanute Field, Rantoul, Illi­
nois.

Squadron weather station at
Pope Field, Aberdeen Proving
Ground, Maryland.
Detachment weather stations at

Lawson Field, Fort Benning,
Georgia; Phillips Field, Aberdeen
Proving Ground, Maryland; and
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio.
Airways observer station at

Pittsburgh Airport, Pennsylvania.
Third Weather Region

Base weather stations at Barks­
dale Field, Shreveport, Louisiana;
Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas;

(Continued on page 4)

The new AAC Weather Service
estimates that $73,600 will be re­
quired to operate the service for
Fiscal Year 1938, not to include
pay of military personnel. Costs
are expected to be as follows:

For 40,000 pilot balloons at 17
cents each-$6,800.
For 320,000 cubic feet of hy­

drogen at 2 cents per cubic foot
-$6,400;
For various items of equip­

ment, mostly standard meteoro­
logical instruments-$30,000;
For various items of supplies,

blank maps, etc.-$6,000;
For repairs to equipment, in­

struments, etc.-$6,000;

This total of $73,600 estimated
for FY38 costs of operating the
weather service exceeds by $52,-
600 the $21,000 alloted by the
Signal Corps for FY37 meteoro­
logical services.
An addition $10,000 is estimat­

ed to be necessary for added tele­
phone and telegraph service over
that used last year. This does not
include additional funds needed
for teletype service.

From President John F. Ken­
nedy for Brig. Gen. Norman L.
Peterson: Please accept my hearti­
est congratulations on the occa­
sion of the twenty-fifth anniver­
sary of the United States Air
Force Air Weather Service.
The dedication and competence

of the United States Air Force
Air Weather Service personnel
made possible the outstanding
performance of this unit over the

FATHER of modem Air Corps
weather service is Capt. Ran­
dolph P. Williams. Captain Wil­
liams' work in the office of the
Air Corps chief led to formation
of the new AAC Weather Service.

Weather
Officers
Assigned

TYPICAL STATION of today's Army Air Corps Weather Serv­
ice provides direct telephonic communication (note headphones)
with pilot-balloon release point.

ACWS Operating
Weather Stations
In ZI, Overseas

For pay of 10 civilians to make
weather observations at isolated
points, at $540 each-$5,400; and

John F. Kennedy
President of the
United States

Weather Service Goes
To Army Air Corps

1962: Kennedy Congratulates
AWS on Silver Anniversary

Special Silver Anniversary Issue
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Organizer

FY38 CostsWeather Estimated

O

From the White House

years.

President Kennedy
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erage age was 30 years.
Sixteen of the 22 were West

Point graduates from eight differ­
ent classes between I918 and
1932. Most were from the class of
1929 (5), with 1931 a close sec­
ond with four.
Ten of them rose to general

rank, one to four-star level-Leon
W~. Johnson. Seven became major
generals(Bassett, Beebe, Eaton,
Graul, Lacey, Moore and Wood)
and two brigadiers-Arnold and
Zimmerman.
Williams, Losey, Beebe, Wise­

man and Wood are no longer liv­
ing. Nothing is known of T. M.
Bolen. The rest are all retired or
active colonels, four USAF and
four Armv.
Col. Randolph P. Williams was

killed Sept. 5, 1944, in a photo
reconnaissance aircraft shot down
bv enemv aircraft over St. Mi­
chel, France.
Capt. Robert M. Losey was

killed April 21, 1940, in the Ger­
man bombing of Dombas, Nor­
way, where he was on air attache
dutv. He was the first US officer
killed in World War II.

Sam H. Wiseman died March
29, 1940, at Letterman hospital in
San Francisco after a long illness.
Army Maj. Gen. Royden E.

Beebe jr. died at Andrews AFB,
Md., April 29, 1959.
USAF Maj. Gen. Floyd B.

Wood died April 30, 1956.
USAF Maj. Gen. Donald P.

Graul is now vice commander of
USAF Communications Service,
Scott AFB. Ill.
USAF Col. Torgis G. Wold is

with the 1002d Inspector Genera)
Group at Norton AFB, Calif
Retired officers are as follows:
Milton W. Arnold retired as

USAF brigadier general in 1948,
is now vice president of Air
Transport Association in Wash­
ington, D. C.
Harold H. Bassett retired as

USAF major general and AWS
commander in 1959, presently
lives in San Antonio, Tex
Robert E. L. Eaton retired as

USAF major general in 1961,
now lives in Chevy Chase, Md.
Leon W. Johnson retired as

USAF general in 1961, now lives
in McLean, Va

Julius K. Lacey retired as
USAF major general in 1957,
now lives in Panama City, Fla.
Don McNeal retired as USAF

colonel in 1948, now lives in Co­
lumbus, Ohio.
Arthur F. Merewether retired

as USAF colonel in 1946, now is
American Airlines weather service
manager in New York.
Ernest Moore retired as USAF

major general in 1961, now lives
in Colorado Springs, Colo.
Anthony Q. Mustoe retired as

USAF colonel in 1947, now liveh
in Lakeland, Fla.
Don Z. Zimmerman retired as

USAF brigadier general in 1959,
now lives in Seattle, Wash.
Oscar C. Maier retired as

Army colonel in 1949, now is as­
sociate dean of engineering at
University of Massachusetts in
Amherst. AWS histories show that
Colonel Maier may not actually
have served with AWS.
Elmo S. Mathews retired as

Army colonel in 1958, now is ex­
ecutive vice president, Switzer
Bros., Inc., in Cleveland, Ohio.
Robert G. H. Meyer retired as

Army colonel in 1959, now lives
in Arcadia, Calif.
Benjamin Stem retired as Army

colonel in 1954, now is an in­
structor at the University of
Omaha, Nebr.
Of T. M. Bolen, a search of

USAF, Army, West Point and
AWS files has revealed no infor­
mation whatsoever, other than
that given in this issue.

AWS FORMED
( Continued from page l )

bor defense and at stations of
antiaircraft regiments.
The Ordnance will establish

one meteorological unit at Aber­
deen Proving Ground, Maryland,
and the Chemical Warfare Serv­
ice one unit at Edgewood Arsen­
al, Maryland.
NOTE: The foregoing is a

slightly edited version of a news
release prepared by the War De­
partment on June 18, 1937, to
announce the transfer of Army
meteorological service to the
Army Air Corps.

OFFICERS
(Continued from page 1)

to remain at Mitchel Field, New
York, as Base Meteorological Of­
ficer.
Lt. Torgils G. Wold, AC, to

remain at Langley Ficld, Vir­
ginia, as Base Meteorological Of­
ficer.
Lt. Sam H. Wiseman, AC, from

California ,Institute of Technol­
ogy to. Bolling Field, D. C., for
duty with the Meteorological
Group at that station.
Capt. Don McNeal, SC, from

Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, to
Patterson Field, Ohio, as Officer
in Charge of the Air Corps Me­
teorological School.
Capt. Benjamin Stern, SC,

from Patterson Field, Ohio, to
Maxwell Field, Alabama, for duty
as Meteorological Officer. Capt.
Stern will be delayed until No­
vember 1 by temporary duty with
the Signal Corps al San Antonio,
Texas.

Capt. Oscar C. Maier, SC, to
remain at March Field. Califor­
nia, as Regional Control Officer,
1st Meteorological Region; Com­
manding Officer, 1st Meteorolog­
ical Squadron; and Meteorologi­
cal Officer, 1st Wing, GHQ Air
Force.
Lt. Elmo S. Mathews. SC, from

Fort Sam Houston, Texas, to
Kelly Field, Texas, as Base Me­
teorological Officer. ~
Lt. Robert G. H. Meyer. SC,

from California Institute of Tech­
nology to Moffett Field. Califor­
nia, as Base Meteorological Offi­
cer. Lt. Meyer will be delayed
until November 1 by temporary
duty with the Signal Corps at
San Antonio, Texas.
Lt. Donald P. Graul. SC, from

California Institute of Technol­
ogy to Chanute Field, Illinois, as
Base Meteorological Officer.
NOTE: The foregoing is taken

from an April 5, 1937, memoran­
dum to the Chief, Personnel Divi­
sion, Office of the Chief, Air
Corps, signed by William C. Mc­
Chord, Colonel, Air Corps, Chief,
Training and Operations Divi­
sion. Colonel McChord, who was
killed some months later, is the
officer for whom McChord Air
Force Base, Washington, is
named.

STATIONS
( Continued from page 1 )

and Maxwell Field, Montgomery,
Alabama.
Post weather stations at Ran­

dolph Field, San Antonio, Texas;
and' Lowry Field, Denver, Colo­
rado.
Squadron weather stations at

Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kan­
sas; and Post Field, Fort Sill,
Oklahoma.
Detachment weather stations at

Biggs Field, Fort Bliss, Texas;
Hensley Field, Grand Prairie~,
Texas; and Sherman Field, Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas.

Airways observer stations at
Fort Clark, Bracketville, Texas;
Fort Crockett, Texas; Dryden,
Texas; Hatbox Field, Muskogee,
Oklahoma; Sloan Field, Midland,
Texas; Fort Ringgold, Ringgold,
Texas; Fort D. A. Russell, Marfa,
Texas; and Tucson, Arizona.

Foreign Weather Region
Luke Field, Honolulu, Territo­

ry of Hawaii; Wheeler Field,
Schofield Barracks, Territory of
Hawaii; Nichols Field, Rizal,
Philippine Islands; Albrook Field,
Canal' Zone; and France Field,
Canal Zone

Among the thousands of present
members of AWS, some few were
in the weather service on July 1,
1937, and before. Today, they
are scattered throughout the glo­
bal AWS.
Col. William S. Barney, 1st

Weather wing commander, was
an enlisted weather station chief,
served in weather before July
1937.
Lt. Col. Jacob Follmer. I st

Weather wing executive officer,
was a weather forecaster, served
before July 1937.
CWO Kenneth R. Walters, du­

ty forecaster with 1st Wing's De­
tachment 14, Naha, Okinawa, was
a weather forecaster, served be­
fore July 1937.
Lt. Col. Francis T. McHenry,

Detachment 22, 26th Weather
squadron, commander, Carswell
AFB, Tex., came into weather
service as a weather forecaster on
Sept. 28, 1933.
Lt. Col. Sebastian Zappula, 3d

Weather wing electronics officer,
was a weather forecaster on July
27, 1936
CWO Karl A. Abrahamson,

Detachment 10, 8th Weather
squadron, forecaster at Westover
AFB, Mass., dates his weather
service from June 1936.
CWO William J. O'Brien, De­

tachment 19, 26th Weather squad­
ron, forecaster at Barksdale AFB,
La., was a private first class ob­
server on Aug. 13, 1935.
MSgt Alden MacArthur, 3d

Weather wing, entered weather
on June 4, 1935.

Lt. Col. Leonard V. Gillespie,

Next Issue
The July Observer, due out

in mid-July, will carry cover­
age of various anniversary par­
ties throughout AWS, together
with texts of congratulatory
messages received by the com­
mand on this occasion. Mate­
rial for this issue should reach
AWS headquarters not later
than July 15.

32d Weather squadron comman­
der, was an enlisted observer in
1936.
CWO Norman L. Tyler, chief

forecaster for Detachment 1, 16th
Weather squadron, Ft. Campbell,
Ky., was an enlisted forecastern
1937.
CWO Karl C. Elder, weather

officer with Detachment 20, 3d
Weather squadron, Pope AFB, N.
C., was an enlisted observer in
1 937.
CWO Charles Breske, forecast- ~

er with Detachment 10, 4th ~Weather group, Eglin AFB, Fla.,
was a weather observer prior to
July 1937

CWO John A. Kapral, materiel
officer for Detachment 11, 4th
Weather group, was in weather
service before July 1937.
CWO William J. Stricker, ex­

ecutive officer for Weather Re­
porting Element (Provisional),
was with the Signal Corps weath­
er service in March 1937.
CMSgt Lester R. Robinson, 4th

Weather group, graduated from
observer school in 1937, has been
in weather since
Lt. Col. Lewis N. Chittock, De­

tachment 1, 24th Weather squad­
ron, commander, Amarillo AFB,
Tex., has been with AWS since
May 1937, when he was a private
and an observer

Lt. Col. Oscar H. True, De­
tachment 9, 15th Weather squad­
ron, commander, Maxwell AFB,
Ala., has been with AWS since
October 1935, when he was an
enlisted observer.
Col. Carl E. Wagner, 8th

Weather group operations and
training chief, has been with
AWS since June 1935, when he
was an enlisted forecaster.
CWO Harold F. Guth, fore­

caster with Detachment 15, 15th
Weather squadron, Wright-Pat­
terson AFB, Ohio, was a private
first class observer in 1937.
Lt, Col. Jay T. Treat, assistant

DCS for Personnel, AWS head­
quarters, was with weather serv­
ice prior to 1935 as an enlisted
forecaster.
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Taken as a focal point for the 25-year history of AWS, the 22 orig­
inal weather officers reflect a varied picture.
Of those whose birthplaces are known, the group included natives

of Poland and 15 US states, with two representatives each from Illi­
nois and Texas.
On July 1, 1937, oldest of the 22(Stern) was 37, the two youngest

Eaton and Wold) were 27. Av-

-"FUTURE AWS COMMANDERS Capt. Don Z. Zimmerman
(left) and 1st Lt. Thomas S. Moorman jr. review a weather manual
they authored soon after AWS was born.

OriginalAWS Officers
Reflect Varied Careers

Honor Roll of Old-Timers



1937 AIR WEATHER SERVICE
A QUARTER CENTURY OF MILITARY WEATHER SERVICE

1962
From Theodolite . . .

BALLOON RUN for weather data in the 1930s meant tracking
the pilot balloon's ascent by theodolite. The upper-air data then
went by phone directly to the plotter in the weather shack.

1937 The War Department General Staff transfers con­
trol of the military weather service from the Chief
Signal Officer to the Chief of the Air Corps, July 1.

1942 Expanding as a result of World War Il, the AAF
weather service establishes installations in the Paci­
fic area, India, China, Australia, North and Central
Africa, the British Isles, Greenland, Iceland, the
Caribbean area, South America, Canada and all US
overseas possessions.

1942 First weather reconnaissance unit is organized at
Patterson Field, Ohio, on August 16, the AAF
Weather Reconnaissance Squadron (Test) No. 1.
First aircraft assigned is a Beech C-45 Expeditor.

1943 Aerial weather reconnaissance operations begin dur­
ing the summer over the North Atlantic, using the
North American B-25 Mitchell bomber.

1945 AAF is charged with responsibility for providing
weather support to Army ground forces as well as to
the Air Forces.

1947 First Ptarmigan Arctic weather reconnaissance mis­
sion is flown over the North Pole on March 17.

1948 First tornado forecast is made by AWS at Tinker
Air Force Base, Oklahoma.

1948 AWS, together with Airways and Air Communica­
tions Service, Air Rescue Service, Flight Service and
Air Photographic and Charting Service, is assigned
to the newly formed Military Air Transport Service.

1950 Fletcher's Ice Island (T-3) is discovered in the Arc­
tic Ocean by a Ptarmigan weather reconnaissance
crew on July 29.

1950 First weather station in Korea is established at
Taegu, two days after hostilities began.

1951 Seyere Weather Warning Center is formally estab­
lished by AWS in February at Tinker AFB, Okla­
homa,

1952 AWS completes reorganization of its units from a
geographical posture to one of functional alignment
with the command being supported,

1952 A ski-equipped Douglas C-47 Skytrain, carrying

AWS personnel and others, lands March 19 on
Fletcher's Ice Island to establish a polar weather
station.

1954 Weather Observing and Forecasting System (Project
433L) is launched with a target date of 1963.

1954 Joint (USAF-Navy-Weather Bureau) Numerical
Weather Prediction Unit begins operations at Suit­
lond, Maryland, near Washington, D. C., on July 1.

1954 AWS Observer, believed to be first global command
newspaper in USAF, begins publication in November.

1955 Daily weather chart production by an IBM 701 elec­
tronic computer at the Joint Numerical Weather
Prediction Unit is inaugurated May 6 by Brig. Gen.
Thomas S. Moorman, Jr., AWS commander.

1955 First production-line model of the weather-modified
Boeing B-50, the WB-50, is delivered to AWS by
Lockheed. This replacement for the Boeing WB-29
Superfortress raises the operational altitude of
weather reconnaissance from 500 millibars (18,000
feet to 300 millibars (30,000 feet).

1955 AWS weathermen support Atomic Energy Commis­
sion nuclear weapon tests in Nevada.

1955 VHF pilot-to-forecaster service (Channel 13) net­
work is established, making it possible for a pilot in
flight to get current weather information directly
from the AWS forecaster.

1956 Representative observation program is set up, mov­
ing the weather observer out onto the airfield, where
his observations parallel more closely the actual
weather conditions encountered by the pilot.

1956 First weathervision (closed-circuit weather briefings
by television) installation becomes operational at
Grandview AFB (now Richards-Gebaur AFB), Mis­
souri, in September.

1956 AWS Data Control Division, Asheville, North Caro­
lina, inaugurates IBM 705 electronic data-process­
ing equipment on September 26 for processing cli­
matological weather data.

1956 Doppler radar is installed on WB-50 weather air­
craft to measure wind speeds.

1956 A weather balloon is developed to extend AWS up­
per-air probes to 100,000 feet.

1957 First of annual AWS Commanders Awards, named
in honor of past A~S commanders, are presented to
two individuals and four AWS units.

1958 First synoptic weather reconnaissance by a jet air­
craft is mode by a Boeing WB-47 Stratojet. Based
at McClellan AFB, California, the 55th Weather

ELECTRONIC FORECASTS were transistorized and speeded
up many times on Oct. 24, 1960, when General Peterson, AWS
comm8Gar, aoaed an ~ inst 7ooocomputer at' Tie Gioiai'wadi­
er Central, Offutt AFB, Nebr,

Reconnaissance Squadron weather jet sets a record
in transmitting observations, completes the 2,885-
mile track in 6 hours, SO minutes.

1958 AWS Centralized Forecast Facility, Detachment 4,
4th Weather Gr ~, begins ~ ~casting officially for
the central Unit~ states fro1...Kansas City, Missouri.

1958 AWS Headquarters moves from Andrews AFB in the
Washington, D. C., area to Scott AFB, Illinois, in
June.

1959 First extensive nationwide weather facsimile network
is inaugurated at five US locations to increase the
efficiency of AWS support to Strategic Air Com-

Following is the sequence of commend for AWS since
1937, giving the highest rank attained during the officer's
tour in the AWS command position.

1937 Capt. Randolph P. Williams, organizer of the
Army Air Carps Weather Service

1937-1940 Capt. Robert M. Losey, Chief, AAC Weather
Service

1940-1942 Col. Arthur F. Merewether, Chief, Army Air
Forces Weather Section

~

1942 Col. Don Z. Zimmerman, AAF Director of
Weather

1943-1944 Col. Harold H. Bassett, AAF Director of
Weather

1945-1950 Brig. Gen. Donald N. Yates, Chief, AWS
1950-1954 Maj. Gen, William O. Senter, Commander,

AWS
1954-1958 Maj. Gen. Thomas S, Moorman, Jr., Com­

mander, AWS
1958 Col, Norman L. Peterson, Commander, AWS
1958-1959 Maj. Gen. Harold H. Bassett, Commander,

AWS
1959 Brig, Gen. N. L. Peterson, Commander, AWS

mand, through 3d Weather Wing, by providing high­
altitude weather information to 57 US bases at
double the former facsimile speed.

1960 Global weather reconnaissance is consolidated, when
the 55th and 56th Weather Reconnaissance Squad­
rons are assigned in February to the 9th Weather
Group.

1960 Over oldest continuous weather track, 3,000th Arc­
tic Ptarmigan reconnaissance mission is flown on
March 2, just 15 days ahead of Ptarmigan's 13th
anniversary.

1960 World's first weather satellite, Tiros I, is launched
on April 1, followed in November by Tiros II.

1961 AWS acquires a unique B-57 squadron from Systems
Command, the 4926th Test Squadron (Sampling).
Redesignated the 1212th Test Squadron (Sampling),
it joins AWS at Kirtland AFB, New Mexico, on
August 16.

1961 The 9th Weather Reconnaissance Group is activated
in July at McClellan AFB, California, to include all
AWS reconnaissance squadrons and detachments.

1961 Air Weather Service is designated by Air Force as
single manager for Defense Department for aerial
sampling. This August assignment leads to acquisi­
tion of the 1211th Test Squadron (Sampling) and
1212th Balloon Activities Squadron.

1961 First duplicate precision-approach weather-observa­
tion facility-to place weather instrumentation at
both ends of the runway-is installed in November
at Suffolk County AFB, New York.

1962 AWS gains the 1110th Balloon Activities Squadron
at Goodfellow AFB, Texas, which is transferred in
January from Headquarters Command and redesig­
nated the 1212th Balloon Activities Squadron.

1962 The 53d and 55th Weather Reconnaissance Squad­
rons are reactivated on January 8 at Kindley AFB,
Bermuda, and McClellan AFB, California, respec­
tively. Thus the famed USAF Hurricane Hunters re­
turn to squadron status as the 53d WRS of the 9th
WR Group.

1952, at Baltimore, Md.
8th Weather Group - Dec. 21,

1945, at Grenier Field. N. H.
9th Weather Reconnaissance

Group Apr. 2, 1952, as 9th
Weather Group, at Andrews AFB,
Md.; July 8, 1961, at McClellan
AFB, Calif

3d Weather Squadron-July 1,
1937, Barksdale Field, La.
4th Weather Squadron - Dec.

16, 1940, Maxwell Field, Ala.
6th Weather Squadron (Mo­

bile-April 22, 1947, as Mobile
Weather Squadron, Wright-Pat­
terson AFB, Ohio; May 20, 1952,
Tinker AFB, Okla.

7th Weather Squadron-Jan. 1,
1941, Hickam Field, T. H.
8th Weather Squadron- Aug

15, 1941, Gander Field, New­
foundland.
9th Weather Squadron - July

27, 1942, Morrison Field, Fla.
1lth Weather Squadron-Jan.

11, 1941, Ladd Field, Alaska,
12th Weather Squadron-Sept

24, 1942, Camp Griffis, England.
15th Weather Squadron-April

22, 1942, McClellan Field, Calif,
16th Weather Squadron-Sept.

1, 1942, Great Falls, Mont.

_Sc"S2~RS88.,""
24th Weather Squadron-Nov

1, 1943, Great Fall- Mont,

25th Weather Squadron-Nov
1, 1943, Patterson Field, O.

26th Weather Squadron -Oct.
10, 1943, Orlando, FI

28th Weather Squadron-June
5, 1945, Seymor -Johnson Field,
N. C.
29th Weather Squadron-Sept.

20, 1945, Pinetree Army Air Base,
Okinawa.
31st Weather Squadron - Oct.

1, 1945, Hickam Field, T. H.
32d Weather Squadron - Oct.

3, 1949, Wright-Patterson AFB,
Ohio,
33d Weather Squadron - Oct

3, 1949, McClellan AFB, Calif.
35th Weather Squadron-Nov

23, 1945, John H. Payne Field,
Cairo, Egypt.
53d Weather Recon Squadron
Aug. 31, 1944, as 3d Weather

R~onn.a.m.mcr 18. uadron_ \tr
Route, Medium, que Isle
Army Air Field, Me.;June 15,
1945, as 53d Reconnaissance
Squadron, Long Range, Weather
Presque Isle AAF
5{th Weather Recon Squadron
Aug. 9, 1944, as 654th Bom

bardment Squadron, Heavy, R
~~ "es6a~8'was
ASX_z55":24.3152
Squadron, Long Range, Weather,
Drew Field, Fla.

55th Weather Recon Squadron
Aug. 21, 1944, as 655th Bom-

bardment Squadron, Will Rogers
Field, Okla.; June 46, 1945, as
55th Reconnaissance Squadron,
Long Range, Weather, Harmon
Field, Guam.
56th Weather Recon Squadron
Oct. 31, 1942, as 512th Bom-

bardment Squadron, Heavy, Fair­
field-Suisun Field, Calif.; Feb. 20,
1951, as 56th Strategic Recon­
naissance Squadron, Medium,
Weather, Misawa AB, Japan.

57th Weather Recon Squadron
Aug. 1, 1943, as 399th Fighter

Squadron, Hamilton Field, Calif.;
July 7, 1945, as 57th Reconnais­
sance Squadron, Weather, Stutt­
gart Army Air Field, Ark

1210th Weather Squadron ~
July 1, 1960, as 2150h Air
Weather Squadron, Washington,
D. C.; July 1, 1961, Washington,
D. C.

1211th Test Squadron (Sam­
pling)-April 1, 1953, as 4926th
Test Squadron (Sampling), Kirt­
land AFB, N. Mex.; Aug. 16,
1961, Kirtland AFB,

1212th Balloon Activities Squad­
ron-1952, as 1300h Aerial Re­
sup ply and Communications
Squadron, Mountain Home AFB,
Ida.; Jan. 1, 1962, Goodfellow
AFB, Tex,

A search of the AWS historical
archives reveals the following ac­
tivation dates and locations for
existing AWS organizations. First
date given is that of activation of
a unit's earliest precurser, togeth­
er with the place of its activation.
Second date, if any, is that of
activation or redesignation under
its present designation, together
with the appropriate location.

1st Weather Wing-Sept. 24,
1945, as 43d Weather Wing, Ft.
William McKinley, Manila, P. I.;
Feb. 8, 1954, at Tokyo, Japan.

2d Weather Wing - Dec. 11,
1945, as 59th Weather Wing, at
Wiesbaden, Germany; Feb. 8,
1954, at Furstenfeldbruck, Ger­
many,

3d Weather W~ing- Oct. 1,
1945, as 101st Weather Group, at
McClellan AFB, Calif.; Oct. 8,
1956, at Offutt AFB, Nebr
4th Weather W~ing -Oct. 1,

1945, as 103d Weather Group, at
Kelly Field, Tex., Aug. 8, 1959,
at Ent AFB, Colo.

2d Weather Group- Oct. 1,
1945, as 102d Weather Group, at
Mitchel Field, N. Y.; Apr. 20,
1952, at Langley AFB, Va.
4th Weather Group-Oct. 1,

1945, as 104th Weather Group at
Robins Field, Ga.; Apr. 20,

TIROS I, first of five weather satellites launched to date under
the NASA program, took the weatherman's vision far aloft on
April 1, 1960. AWS participates in the data-evaluation phase of the
Tiros program.

1962 The 57th Weather Reconnaissance Squadron is reac-
tivated on February 8 at Kirtland AFB, New Mexico,
and scheduled for movement to Australia.

1962 The Air Weather Service celebrates its Silver Anni­
versary on July 1, marking a quarter century of
military service throughout the world.

Weather Units Reflect History
~

. . . to Satellite

~ AWS Commanders, 1937 - 62


