
HQ MAC, Scott AFB, Ill. -
General Jack J. Catton, Com­
mander of the Military Airlift
Command with headquarters at
Scott AFB, Ill., will assume com­
mand of the Air Force Logistics
Command, Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base, Ohio, on September
12.
Lieutenant General George B.

Simler, Commander of the Air
Training Command, Randolph
Air Force Base, Texas, will suc­
ceed General Catton as MAC
Commander.

Secretary of Defense Melvin
R. Laird, who made the an­
nouncement on the changes in
general officer assignments, also
reported that General Simler
has been nominated by the Presi­
dent for promotion to the rank
of full general.

General Simler

McCLELLAN AFB, Calif. ~
The United States Air Force
Academy has named the 55thl
Weather Reconnaissance Squad­
ron as sponsor of Cadet Squad­
ron 37 at the Academy.
The 55th will sponsor the cadet

squadron for a three year period.
During that time, numerous visits
will Be exchanged between the
two squadrons. The program is
designed to "enhance the cadets'
professional development and
their interest in MAC,"
The 55th's parent organization,

the 9th Weather Reconnaissance
Wing, also at McClellan, actually
received the cadet squadron but
requested and received permission
from the Academy and' MAC for
the 551h WRS to administer the
project.
Already this summer, 17 cadets

General Simler assumed com­
mand of the Air Training Com­
mand in September 1970 and
was charged with the mission of
selecting and training American
men and women for the Air
Force in military, technical, and
flying skills. ATC also trains per­
sonnel for the Air Reserve Force,
Army, Navy, NASA, other gov­
ernment agencies and Military
Assistance Program students in
specialized courses.

General Simler is a native of
Johnstown, Pa., and a graduate
of the University of Maryland.
He was commissioned an officer
in August 1942 and served two
combat tours in the European
Theater of Operations during
World War II. He was shot down
in July 1944 and evaded capture
and was successful in making his
way back to the Allied lines in
September 1944.
He is a command pilot and

had served as Vice Commander
of United States Forces in Eu­
rope prior to his ATC assign­
ment. He previously served as
Director of Operations for the
Air Force and at Seventh Air
Force in Vietnam.
During his tour as commander

of MAC since August 1969, Gen­
eral Catton introduced the C-5
Galaxy into the Air Force stra­
tegic airlift inventory. The C-5,
largest aircraft in the world, is
teamed with the C-141 Starlifter
in the formation of the Air
Force's "Airlift Team of the
70s."
Previous to the MAC assign­

ment, General Catton com-

have visited the squadron for
two-week periods under the Acad­
emy's Third Lieutenant Program.
Aside from seeing the 55ths op­
eration and much of the world,
two of the cadets made several
penetrations into the eyes of ty­
phoons.
Colonel Wilson V. Palmore,

commander, 55th WRS,' said,
"We've been impressed with the
enthusiasm and attitude of the
cadets assigned to the 55th this
summer for Operation Third
L~ieutenant, and we are looking
forward to working with them at
the Academy."
This is the second consecutive

sponsorship of a cadet squadron
that the 9th WRW has had. The
wing's 58th WRS, Kirtland AFB,
N. M., just completed a three
year sponsorship

manded the Strategic Air Com­
mand's 15th Air Force. He is a
veteran of World War II strategic
bombardment operations in the
Pacific and was the Air Force's
youngest Brigadier General when
he was promoted to that grade
in 1959. General Catton is a
command pilot and is qualified
in all of MAC's primary aircraft,
including the C-5, C-141, and the
C-9 Nightingale flying hospital
and helicopters. He has logged
nearly 14,000 flying hours.

Airlift Command headquarters.
In addition, AWS' Technical

Plans function has been redis­
tributed, partially to AWS Opera­
tions, partially to MAC head­
quarters. A fifth function, AWS
Personnel, has been significantly
reduced.
Of the two AWS wings de­

leted, 4th Weather Wing, Ent
AFB, Colo., has been combined
with 3rd Weather Wing at Of­
futt AFB, Nebr., and 7th Weath­
er Wing, Scott AFB, Ill., has
been absorbed by 5th Weather
Wing at Langley AFB, Va.
The following AWS ground

squadrons have been inactivated:
3rd Weather Squadron, Shaw
AFB, S.C.; 9th Weather Squad­
ron, March AFB, Calif.; 17th
Weather Squadron, Travis AFB,
Calif.; 25th Weather Squadron,
Bergstrom AFB, Tex.; and 26th
Weather Squadron, Barksdale
AFB, La.
The 15th Weather Squadron at

McGuire AFB, N.J., has been
moved to Scott AFB to provide
MAC support previously provided
by 7th Wing. A new 12th Weath­
er Squadron has been activated
at Ent AFB to assume Aerospace
Defense Command/North Ameri­
can Air Defense Command sup­
port duties of 4th Wing.
At locations where squadrons

have been eliminated, liaison and
staff support presently provided
by squadron headquarters will be-

(Continued on Page 4)

MAC NCO's honor
Colonel Tedd Bishop
When the NCO's of the Mili-MAC NCO's bestowed their high-

tary Airlift Command decide to est honor on Col. Tedd L. Bishop,
honor someone, they do it in the Commander, 9th Weather Recon-
best fashion. naissance Wing headquartered at
Friday evening, July 14, the McClellan.

The honor was the "Order of
the Sword;" the scene was Sacra­
mento's Woodlake Inn and the
guests included many distin­
guished Air Force officers and
senior NCO's.
CMSgt. C. A. Cockrell III,

Chief Master Sergeant of the 9th
WRW., presided over the cere­
monies. The Sergeant Major
served as the chairman of the
"Order of the Sword" committee
that labored several months in
preparation for the presentation
and dinner. The program was
financed completely by the
NCO's.

According to tradition, the
"Order of the Sword" dates back
to the early 12th century when
the accountants, builders, crafts­
men, teachers, scribes, and other
leaders responsible for conducting
daily affairs honored their lead­
ers by presenting them with a
sword
"The sword, a symbol of truth,

justice, and power rightfully
used, served as a token for all to
see and know that here was a
leader among leaders and a man
among men," according to the
MAC NCO's history of the tra­
dition

It was in this spirit that the
NCO's met in Sacramento to
honor Colonel Bishop, a man,
who at the age of 13 was carry-

Continued on Page 4)

HQ MAC, Scott Air Force
Base, Ill.- The Air Weather
Service has undergone its most
sweeping reorganization in nearly
20 years. The reorganization has
bcen under review since mid-1971
and is part of USAF's overall
cutback and streamlining of inter­
mediate level headquarters. The
changes took effect on July 1st.
Two AWS wings and six squad­

rons have been inactivated and
four functional areas have dis­
appeared from AWS headquar­
ters. Some 100 manpower spaces
have been eliminated AWS-wide.
In addition, AWS gained the I st
Aerial Cartographic and Geodetic
Squadron (about 275 spaces)
which has been assigned to the
9th Weather Reconnaissance
Wing. These organizational
changes, combined with the addi­
tional transfer of weather recon­
naissance maintenance authoriza­
tions under AFR-11-4 Host-Ten­
ant Agreements (-400 spaces) and
the reduction in weather forecast­
er, observer and reconnaissance
operational resources ( a loss of
about 1650 spaces) will bring
AWS' authorized strength, by the
end of Fiscal 1973, to approxi­
mately 7800 officers, airmen and
civilians-a net decrease of about
1800 manpower spaces.
From AWS headquarters, Scott

Air Force Base, Ill., three func­
tions- Information, History and
Comptroller-have been elimi­
nated and assumed by Military

CMSgt. C. A. Cockrell, Chief Master Sergeant of the 9th WRW.,
presents the beautifully decorated and encased sword to Col. Tedd
Bishop. The event was the high point of the exciting affair.

(USAF Photo)
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Brig. Gen. William H. Best Jr.

In a recent rap session with 2nd Weather Wing people in
Germany, General Best made the following comment:

I have been asked many times why the Air Weather Service
does so well, compared to Air Force averages, with respect to
the management indicators that measure the health of a
command. How come our re-enlistment rates are higher? Our
AWOL, drug abuse and serious incident rates lower? Our
promotion experience better? Our accident rates lower? And
this in spite of the fact that our product ... environmental
service . . . the thing that we are in business to do, has serious
state-of-the-art limitations that sometimes tend to cast us in
the role of bad guys and non-heroes. We're not glamour kids,
so how come we outperform?

I think there are two reasons. First, our people are a cut
above the average. Unquestionably, we are helped by the
natural selection process in basic military training and the
schooling that our guys have to survive in order to make the
grade. Believe me, I am very aware of and appreciate this fact.
The second reason is somewhat harder to articulate. In

essence the Air Weather Service has tried to operate like a
family. Sound corny? Perhaps so, in these times when family
is said by some to be an outdated institution. Because we are
a command made up of small units, relatively speaking, our
people can get to know one another better, to be aware of one
anothers' problems and hangups, to be concerned for the other
guys' productiveness, well-being and safety. This includes the
wives and kids, too, since they are a vital part of us.

Of course being in a family places demands on us as in­
dividuals, and the most important one is to communicate - to
talk and to listen. Do you hold out your hand to your brother?
Or do you say, "I got mine . . . to heck with you?" Are you
interested in the other guy enough to feel down when he's
down? To help him when he's low? Or do you walk away to
concentrate on your own thing? Without exception as I visit
our units I find that the best outfits are the ones in which
people feel about one another-and communicate. On the
other hand, where productivity and morale are low, rapping
is absent.

I look to the future with optimism. Sure, times will be tough
as our manpower and resources are cut back under austerity.
But we've got things going for us too. We have thousands of
talented, dedicated people - forecasters, observers, aviators,
maintenance technicians, administrators and managers. We are
members of a family with feelings about one another, trust
in one another and expectations from one another that you
find in a family. This is our secret weapon.

Recon units on alert
for project Stormfury
Three Air Force units will be

on alert through Oct. 31 await­
ing a signal, if needed, to seed
hurricanes and perhaps diminish
their force.
The units are participating in

Project Stormfury, a joint De­
fense/Commerce Department pro­
gram of scientific experiments to
explore the nature of tropical
storms and hurricanes and to
investigate the possibility of mod­
ifying them.

A defense official said seeding
experiments will be conducted
on storms in the southwestern
Atlantic, the Caribbean and the
Gulf of Mexico when the prob­
ability is small- 10 per cent or
less - that the hurricane center
will come within 50 miles of a

The following was taken from
a presentation by Lt. Col. Phillip
L. Rice, former Equal Opportu­
nity and Treatment Officer for
the Military Airlift Command to
the MAC Worldwide Informa­
tion Officers Conference at Scott,
on July 12.

We would like to think that all
Air Force people who are true to
their blue are in the EOT busi­
ness. But many people ask:
What's all this about EOT any­
way? What are we talking about?
Is this what we get when we

have riots?
I like to think of EOT as

simply insuring in our day-to­
day, person-to-person relation­
ships, no one receives less than
his fair share of opportunity,
respect and dignity because of
his race, religion, sex, national
origin- and that no one, be­
cause of these reasons, is pre­
vented from reaching his full
potential.
Did riots cause all this?
I submit that the EOT pro­

gram is ~ not a direct result of
rioting minorities, but a result
of the work of practicing bigots
who have continuously and sys­
tematically denied minorities their
due.

I submit that had we not had
the practicing bigots we would
not have had the rioting minori­
ties - and that although the
"problem" is referred to as a
"minority problem," it is in fact
a "bigot problem."
I might add that bigots are not

Van Wyk and
Lahey retire
A retirement ceremony was

held on June 30, 1972 by Detach­
ment 14, 12th Weather Squadron,
Richards-Gebaur AFB, Mo., hon­
oring two individuals who faith­
fu lly served the unit for the past
four years. The honored guests
were SMSgt. William Van Wyk
and MSgt. John I. Lahey. The
ceremony was conducted by the
Detachment Commander, Cap­
tain William E. Finley; and was
attended by members of the
weather unit and friends of the
retirees.

restricted to any one group ~
racial, religious or otherwise.

An effective EOT program
then, in my view, will focus upon
bigots and the practice of bigotry.
It will not be a program that
says to minorities "look what
we've done for you," but one
that says and proves to the Air
Force and indeed to the world
that "we will not tolerate bigot­
ry." It will expose and seek to
educate and salvage bigots, what­
ever their rank, and if this can­
not be done, it can seek to get
rid of them. It must deny them
the luxury of practicing their art
in the military. This is our duty.
I firmly believe that once this is
universally understood, minority
problems as such can be resolved
with significantly less difficulty.
It's a shame, and a serious in­

dictment of our sense of values
and fair play, that we have to
have a special office, manned by
full-time people at each of our
bases, with councils and addition­
al part-time people to achieve
objectives which I believe most

Much of SAC's success at the
recent Royal Air Force Bombing
and Navigation Competition can
be traced to the efforts of two
weather officers who worked
while others slept.
Lt. Col. Lawrence R. French,

Headquarters 26th Weather
Squadron {after July 1, Detach­
ment 20, 3rd Weather Wing),
Barksdale AFB, and Capt. James
W. Overall, SAC Weather Sup­
port Unit, 3rd Weather Wing,
Offutt AFB, were the two weath­
er forecasters assigned to the
SAC Task Force which supported
the four B-52s flying in the com­
petition out of Marham. Their
work days usually started about
0300 when the two forecasters
made their way to Marham's
RAF weather station to go over
wind charts and weather mes­
sages and prepare the daily
weather briefing for the SAC
competition crews.

members of the military would
consider fitting and proper, fair
and just. It is indeed commend­
able that DOD and the Services
recognize the problem and the
need to correct it, but the ques­
tion arises as to why such magni­
tude of effort is necessary to
correct seemingly so simple a
problem as unfairness. Could it
be that we're working the periph­
ery instead of meeting the prob­
lem head-on?
Or could it be that we don't

understand our own prejudices
and the negative effect these
have on people who are just as
deserving of a pleasant day as we
are?
I submit that the effort now

being put forth is necessary, be­
cause our perception of this seem­
ingly simple matter is compli­
cated. We have to work the
periphery perceived to get to the
core of the problem. We have to
work at understanding prejudice
and how it affects our produc­
tivity and mission accomplish­
ment. (MNS)

Those briefings were of primary
importance during the competi­
tion's navigation mission which
accounted for 400 of the 800
possible competition points. The
navigation competition was flown
at high level (40,000-42,000 feet)
and included track-time runs as
well as celestial and navigation
aids work. The accurate forecast­
ing of wind speed and direction
at high altitudes along the navi­
gation route was the forecaster's
primary job. According to Major
Doss Smith, who piloted the 28th
Bomb Wing's B-52G entry to vic­
tory in the navigation competi­
tion and won the overall competi­
tion trophy, "the forecasters hit
those high altitude winds right
on the nose."

Lt. Col. French noted that the
weather charts provided by RAF
weather stations for competition
use were extremely accurate and
that the local forecasters at Mar­
ham "had an excellent knowledge
of weather systems and terminal
weather.

Why, then, were Colonel
French and Captain Overall as­
signed to the Marham SAC Task
Force? One reason was simply
to augment Marham's weather
station staff
"Like the States, RAF weather

stations are manned for routine
daily requirements based on past
workloads," Colonel French ex­
plained. "The extra missions
flown during the competition and
the preceding practice period
called for more weather person­
nel,~"

Another reason for the presence
of the two weather forecasters
was to provide personalized serv­
ice for the SAC competition
crews in familiar formats,

Colonel French's and Captain
Overall's accurate forecasting and
the aid they received for RAF
Marham weather forecasters
made a direct contribution to
SAC's winning effort in England.

populated area within 18 hours
after seeding.
The project's major goal for

1972 is to confirm the promising
results of the experiments con­
ducted in 1969. On each of two
days-Aug. 18 and 20, 1969 ~
Hurricane Debbie was seeded
five times during an eight-hour
period. After seeding on Aug.
18, the hurricane's maximum
winds at 12,000 feet decreased 31
per cent.

Air Force units scheduled to
participate are the 53rd Weather
Reconnaissance Squadron (WR­
Sq.), Ramey AFB, Puerto Rico;
58th WRSq., Kirtland AFB,
N.M.; and tie 55th WRSq., Me­
Clellan AFB, Calif.
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Material which appears herein may be reprinted without
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ment of the OBSERVER staff, No payment will be made or
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HICKAM AFB, Hawaii - On
August 2 at 10 a.m. Hawaii time
a large flare (eruption) occurred
on the sun. The USAF Palchua
Solar Observatory~, Hawaii, was
the first military observatory to
report it. This flare reached a
size of nearly 2,000 millionths of
the solar surface (several hun­
dred times the size of the earth)
at about 11 a.m. It ended at
1:30 p.m.
This gigantic event caused

large radio frequency and X-ray
bursts and total fadeout of high
frequency radio communications
lasting up to two hours.
This same area produced a

second smaller major flare on
August 4 and a third large flare
similar in size to the first on
August 7. These three events to­
gether could produce effects on
the earth lasting up to several
weeks.

Two classmates left the small
Montana farmtown of Hysham,
not to meet again for 23 years.
Not a particularly unusual oc­

currence unless the two find
themselves in the same Air Force
squadron, flying the same air­
craft. Major Robert B. Vaughan,
pilot, and MSgt. Theodore L.
Roth, flight mechanic, are as­
signed to'the 55th Weather Re­
connaissance Squadron, McClel­
lan AFB, Calif.
Raised on neighboring farms

less than three miles apart, they
attended elementary and high
schools together. Major Vaughan
and Sergeant Roth were gradu-
tcd from Hysham High School

one year apart. Each of their

classes consisted of less than 15
students.
Major Vaughan enlisted in the

Marines in 1949 and later at­
tended Montana State University.
He received his Bachelor of Aris
degree in Agriculture Economics
and entered the Air Force in
1957.
MSgt. Roth left Hysham in

1950 and began his Air Force
career in 1952. He has been sta­
tioned at McClellan AFB since
1970.
Major Vaughan is a WC-135B

aircraft commander and flight
examiner. He also serves as
Squadron Operations Administra­
tive Officer
Sergeant Roth is Superintend

SHEPPARD AFB, Texas- "I
proved to myself that I can com­
mand a group," stated Cadet
Tamzy J. Nictrert, one of the 32
young women who are attending
the summer encampment of the
Reserve Officer Training Corps
here.

She was the first female cadet
to be chosen to act as squadron
commander. The assignment
came during the first of the four­
week encampment.
"I didn't know if I could do

it; but my flight officer was most
helpful and I proved that I
could," she explained.
The attractive young Iowan is

a meteorology major at the Uni­
versity of Oklahoma in Norman
where she is a cadet in Detach­
ment 675.
Including the women there are

241 ROTC cadets here for the
four weeks of practical experi­
ence.
Cadet Nietrert is also seeing

first hand the operation of a
weather squadron as she is spend­
ing some of her duty time with
Detachment 12, 24th Weather
Squadron. Other cadets are ob­
serving in their career areas.

Even though she has seen the

• •
ent of the Squadron Flight En­
gineer Branch and doubles as a
flight examiner.

Both men said they knew that
the other was in the Air Force
but their paths had not crossed
in all their years of travels.
Hysham is a community of ap­

proximately 400 persons, where,
as Major Vaughan said, "every­
one knows everyone else," Ser­
geant Roth's brother-in-law now
owns the farm on which Major
Vaughan grew up

While reminiscing about their
boyhood days, Sergeant Roth
summed it up. "A lot of things
have happened to us since v
hoed sugar beets together

Captain Le Van Vien's story
is an interesting one. He feels
fortunate to now be working in
the field of weather. He has been
in the Vietnamese Air Force
(VNAF) since 1953 and is now a
Chief Forecaster for the Viet­
namese in the Tan Son Nhut
Weather Center. The Center (old
Southeast Asia Weather Center)
was turned over to the VNAF on
April 15, 1972 during a special
transfer ceremony.
Captain Vien has a broad back­

ground of experience to perform
his new job. Upon entering the
military, he immediately was sent
to France to attend a Communi­
cation School. There he learned
about electronics, radio, and tele­
type. For the next ten years he
instructed students at the Com­
munication Center and officers at
the VNAF Training Center at
Nha Trang AB in the Republic.
In 1962, Captain Vien attended
the Officer's School at Nha
Trang.
In 1964, Captain Vien began

operation of a weather squadron
at Vandenberg AFB, Calif.,
which is much larger than the
one here, this is her first oppor­
tunity to see how everything
works.
In September at OU when she

is a second semester junior stu­
dent, she will concentrate on the
meteorology courses, as she has
had only one thus far. She ex­
plained that OU is one of the
major schools for meteorology.
They study at the National Se­
vere Laboratory doing Tornado
Research as well as some labora­
tory work at Tinker AFB, Okla.
During the encampment, Cadet

Nietrert gets an orientation to
military life. The schedule calls
for them to get up at 5:30 and
do exercises before breakfast
which is at 7:30 a.m. Thus far
one of the major events was sur­
vival training at the School of
Health Care Sciences bivouac
area.

to study meteorology. He was se­
lected to attend a three-month
English course at Lackland AFB.
Next he was chosen to attend the
nine-month forecaster course at
Chanute AFB. After completion
of the course he returned to Viet­
nam for his first forecaster job
at Tan Son Nhut Airfield. By
1967, Captain Vien became the
Chief Forecaster for the VNAF
Base Weather at Tan Son Nhut.
He worked up to Detachment
Commander by 1969. He com­
manded this station until his re­
cent assignment as a member of
the initial group of VNAF chosen
to receive familiarization train­
ing in SEAWECEN in Novem­
ber 1971.
How does Captain Vien feel

about his new position? He feels
that he has much to learn and
must do it quickly. And to learn,
he says, "you must ask ques­
tions," which he does constantly.
When he started training in
SEAWECEN, he became very in­
terested in objective forecast stud­
ies being prepared to improve
VNAF forecast techniques. "One
of the big problems we face," he
says, "is that of training new, less­
experienced personnel for work­
ing the Weather Center and the
new weather stations being turned
over to VNAF,~"
To increase the usefulness of

the Weather Center to the VNAF
detachments throughout Vietnam
is Captain Vien's goal. He feels
that the Weather Center can ac­
complish its mission by convinc­
ing the detachment forecasters to
relay their requirements to the
Center. The Center can then issue
new teletype bulletins, tailored to
specific VNAF requirements.
The next few months will be

busy for Captain Vien. He will
be assisting in the instruction of
new weather observers for VNAF
stations plus he will be guiding
his forecast section in the Center
in their new mission. The VNAF
Weather Service will be a suc­
cess because of people like Cap­
tain Vien who are dedicated in
making the VNAF Weather Or­
ganization a high quality, profes­
sional service.

Captain Le Van Vien, Chief Forecaster for the Vietnamese at Tan
Son Nhut, assists TSgt. Nguyen Tan Hoi, a forecaster at the weather
center. The center, formerly the Southeast Asia Weather Center
(SEAWECEN), was officially turned over to the VNAF on April
15, 1972. (USAF Photo)

~

ROTC Cadet Tamzy Nietrert is explained the procedure of
weather forecasting by 1st Lt. Gordon D. Tilson. Cadet Nietrert was
one of 32 young ladies among the 241 ROTC cadets currently at­
tending a four-week summer encampment. (USAF Photo)

It's a small world for these two crewmembers of the 55th Weather
Reconnaissance Squadron at McClellan AFB, Calif. Maj, Robert B,
Vaughn and MSgi. Theodore L. Roth went separate ways from their
small Montana home town 23 years ago only to meet again as flying
weathermen. (USAF Photo)

Palehua site
reports storm
on t~he su~n

Vien supports mission
of VNAF Weather Center
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New member of the fair weather force

A lot of things have happened .
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Members of the first Weather Chief Observer Class at Chanute
AFB are: First row, TSgt. John Mann, TSgt. Thomas Lettenberger,
TSgt. Gaudencio Rivera, MSgt. William O'Brien (class leader),
SSgt. Thomas Hayden, SSgt. John Penhallegon, TSgt. William Harra.
Second row, TSgt. Robert Tuller (Instructor), SSgt. Thomas Adams,
TSgt. Roland Munson, SSgt. Levandous Henderson, SSgt. Bobby
Hall, SSgt. Rocco Calaci, SSgt. William Zimmerman. The class was
addressed by General Best on August 9. (USAF Photo)

Chanute offers
new Chief
Observer course

A resident course for chief ob­
servers is again being conducted
at Chanute AFB. The first class
under the new concept was
started July 12. The course pro­
vides supplemental training for
airmen who possess AFSC 25271
to qualify as Chief Observers.
The course is seven weeks in

length, consisting of four blocks
of instruction. Students attend the
course in TDY status. The sub­
jects taught are Management of
the Observing Function, Admin­
istration of the Weather Station,
Training, Weather Equipment
and Weather Communications
Systems.

Detachment 3, 5th Weather Wing, presently holds first place in the
Myrtle Beach AFB slow pitch sor'~ball league. The 10-3 record of
the unit surpasses the 8-3 record of the nearest competitor. This is a
particularly noteworthy accomplishment since the record for the
previous two years adds up to one win and forty losses.

The combined Detachment 16, 3rd Weather Wing/J993rd Comm
Sq fast pitch softball team finished third in the Dyess AFB regular
season. They then rallied to take second in the base championship
tournament. The team fell only one run short in the championship
game. Detachment 16 team members were Capt. Chris Fontana, Capt.
Paul Demmert, Lt. Buzz Kandler, and A1C Joe Brackett.

McCARTER, SSgt. and Mrs.
Allen S., a daughter, Shelli, July
4, father assigned to Det. 1, 31st
WSq., Bitburg AB, Germany.
BARBERA, Capt. and Mrs.

Harold R., a daughter, Amy
Dawn, July 11, father assigned
to Det. 29, 6th WWg., Ft.
Ritchie, Md.
LYDON, Maj. and Mrs. David

S., a daughter, Susanna Joan,
father assigned to USAF Environ­
mental Technical Applications
Center, Washington, D.C.
SCHIKAL, MSgt. and Mrs.

Paul F., a daughter, Stephanie
Jane, July 26, father assigned to
Det. 21, 6th WWg., Edwards
AFB, Calif.
OVERTON, SSgt. and Mrs.

John W., a daughter, Janelle Rae,
July 12, father assigned to OL A
Det. 21, 6th WWg., El Centro
NAF, Calif.
JONES, Lt. and Mrs. Finch

M., a daughter, Suzanne Lor­
raine, May 19, father is assigned
to Hq 5th WWg., Langley AFB,
Va.

Order of
the Sword
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ing gas and washing windshields
for airplane rides.
Colonel Bishop now commands

the Air Force's unique 9th
Weather Reconnaissance Wing
which has four squadrons, two
detachments and one operating
location scattered throughout the
world. The commanders and first
sergeants of each of these units
attended the ceremony.

Also attending were Brig. Gen.
John H. Germeraad, representing
Headquarters, MAC; Brig. Gen
William Fullilove, Vice Com­
mander, SMAMA; Col. A. Hol­
man, Commander, McClellan
AFB. and numerous Officers and
NCO'z representing the 22nd Air
Force and various wings.
Mrs. Bishop, the only non-mili­

tary female allowed at the cere
mony, and Col. Bisho~p's brothers,
Jack and Charles also attended

In addition to the dinnerand
ceremony, entertainment was pro­

rinj the evening by the
d Air Force Base Band
1r

TOMERLIN, Lt. and Mrs.
James R., a son, Brent David,
June 26, father is assigned to Det.
8, 16th WSq., Fort Riley, Kansas.
CLARKE, Capt. and Mrs. Carl

C., a daughter, Tatiana Alexan­
dra, July 22, father assigned to
Det. 3, 16th WSq., Ft. Bragg,
North Carolina.

COREY, Sgt. and Mrs. Randy
D., a daughter, Jacqueline Rene,
July 9, father assigned to Det.
6, 16th WSq., Fort Lewis, Wash.

GILBERT, Capt. and Mrs.
Clifford F., a son, Ian Paul, July
14, father is assigned to Det. 7,
16th WSq., Fort Ord, Calif.
WITTE, A1C and Mrs. Thom­

as M., a daughter, Maria Louise,
August 6, father assigned to Det.
6, 16th WSq., Fort Lewis, Wash.

BILICKI, A1C and Mrs. Ed­
ward J., a daughter, Hether Jane,
August 4, father assigned to Det.
11, 6th WWg., Patrick AFB, Fla.
GILBERT, Capt. and Mrs.

Clifford F., a son, Ian Paul, July
14, father assigned to Det. 7,
16th WSq., Fort Ord, Calif.
ROTHFUSS, A 1C and Mrs.

Joel F., a daughter, Nikki Lee,
July 27, father assigned to Det.
10, 15th WSq., McGuire AFB,
N. J.

Capt. Al Gideons shows the kind of form which has led the 55th
Weather Reconnaissance Squadron's golf team to success. The team
leads McClellan's American Golf League with an undefeated record.

( USAF Photo)

RECON awards
at 1st Wing
HICKAM AFB, Hawaii- Lt

Colonels John J. Moran and
Wesley E. Robb of 1st Weather
Wing's Operations Division have
been presented Certificates of
Achievement for their outstand­
ing contributions to the Re­
sources Conservation (RECON
Program. During recent cere­
monies held by Colonel Morris
H. Newhouse, 1st Weather Wing
Commander, Lt. Colonels Moran
and Robb were cited for saving
the Air Force $247,900 in Fiscal
Year 1972 and a three-year sav­
ings of $961,400 for their RE­
CON submission of eliminating
the manual Weather Relay Cen­
ters at Andersen AFB, Guam,
Kadena AB, Okinawa, and at
Kunia on the island of Oahu,
Hawaii

Weather Service
reorganization

(Continued from Page I)
come the responsibility of new
four-man Staff Weather Office
(SWO) cells.
Also, at 1st Weather Wing,

Hickam AFB, Hawaii, and 2nd
Weather Wing, Wiesbaden AB,
Germany, the Aerospace Sciences
function has been reduced in the
reorganization at each of those
AWS overseas wing headquarters.
In a letter to all AWS units,

Brigadier General William H.
Best, Jr., AWS Commander,
pointed out that throughout
USAF, support forces are being
reduced significantly so that hard­
core combat elements, themselves
being reduced, can be retained at
levels to meet national security
needs.
"Austerity is the forcing func­

tion," General Best said. "We
will continue to provide service
commensurate with our resources.
The hard-core requirements will
continue to be supported."

Following the drawdown, the
AWS organization is substantially
as follows:

1st Weather Wing - 10th and
20th Weather Squadrons.

2nd Weather Wing - 7th and
31st Weather Squadrons.

3rd Weather Wing - 11th
Weather Squadron, Elmendorf
AFB, Alaska; 12th Weather
Squadron, Ent AFB, Colo.; 24th
Weather Squadron, Randolph
AFB, Tex.; 2nd Air Force SWO,
Barksdale AFB, La.; and 15th
AF SWO, March AFB, Calif.

5th Weather Wing-1st Weath­
er Squadron, MacDill AFB, Fla.;
6th Weather Squadron, Tinker
AFB, Okla.; 15th Weather Squad­
ron, Scott AFB, Ill. (including
21st AF SWO, McGuire AFB,
N.J., and 22nd AF SWO. Travis
AFB, Calif.); 16th Weather
Squadro~n, Ft. Monroe, Va.; 9th
AF SW~O, Shaw AFB, S.C.

.
and

12th AF SWO, Bergstrom AFB,
Tex,

6th Weather Wing-- Environ-
mental Technical "Applications
Center, Washington, D.C.; and
Air Force Global Weather Cen­
tral, Offutt AFB, Nebr. AFGWC
is presently assigned directly un­
der AWS headquarters.
9th Weather Reconnaissance

Wing-- 53rd, 54th, 55th and 58th
Weather Reconnaissance Squad­
rons and the 1st Aerial Carto­
graphic and Geodetic Squadron.
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