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HOWARD AFB, C.Z. - An Aerial
Survey Team (AST) from the 1st
Aerial Cartographic and Geodetic
Squadron (ACGSq.), Forbes AFB,
Kan., arrived here recently to begin
cartographic operations in Central
and South America. The AST Team,
commanded by Lt. Col. Stephen G.
Calder, is composed of a photo­
equipped C-130 plus the flight crew
and associated maintenance and
support people.

The aircraft is one of five
specially configured "Hercules"
currently assigned to the 1st
ACGSq., part of the 9th Weather
Reconnaissance Wing at McClellan
AFB. Calif.

Capable of worldwide
deployment ASTs conduct visual
and electronic aerial mapping,
photographic operations and
gather geodetic data for use in
precision map making.

Staged from Howard AFB, the
AST has been assigned the collec­
tion of aerial photography and
geodetic information for car­
tographic mapping projects in the
Canal Zone Panama. Columbia,
and Ecuador

A total area of 208,000 square
miles will be photographed in those
areas.

RANDOLPH AFB, Tex. (AFNS) ~
Air Force has announced the Boot­
rap commissioning program ap­

plication cut-off and board dates
through January 1974

Tne cut-off and board dates are
April 5, with board meeting April 17
8; July 5, with board meeting July

17-18; Oct. 4, with board meeting
Oct. 16-17; and Jan. 4, with board
meeting Jan. 15-16

Tne
progra

Similar aerial survey operations
were conducted from here In early
1972 and since then the 1st ACGSq.
deployed ASTs to projects in
Alaska, Germany, and Puerto Rico
as well as many continental United
States project areas.

Due to the 1st ACGSq.'s unique
mission, virtually cloud free
weather is required. The unit will
remain here some 60 days during
this dry season to make optimum
use of the good weather available
at this time of year.

Once the photographs are
taken, the film will be processed
and evaluated here by the AST per­
sonnel and the final product will be
released to the Defense Mapping
Agency's Topographic Command.

RANDOLPH AFB, Tex. (AFNS) ~
Details of a new program which
allows active duty airmen to com­
pete for Air Force Reserve Officer
Training Corps scholarships have
been announced here by Air Force
Military Personnel Center officials.

Scholarships are available for

CARSWELL AFB, Tex. - Two
computers here at the Automatic
Digital Weather Switch (ADWS)
facility function as the hub of a
world-wide system for distributing
weather data. One of the computers
is busy around the clock
processing weather data. The
second computer is used for

two, three and four years depen­
ding on college credits needed for
a bachelor's degree. Benefits in­
clude fu 11 tuition, fees, laboratory
expenses, text book reimbursement
and a subsistence allowance of
$100 a month.

In addition, participants will be
eligible for applicable veterans
benefits. Those granted scholar­
ships will be discharged from ac­
tive duty to become Air Force
ROTC contract cadets.

To be eligible, airmen must
qualify for pilot or navigator
training and have completed at
least one year of active duty before
entry into Air Force ROTC.

Applicants must also attain
minimum scores on the Air Force
Officer Qualifying Test and be
medically qualified for flying
training. In addition they must be
accepted by an institution which of­
fers Air Force ROTC and be a
United States citizen.
(continued on page 4)

HQ AWS Scott AFB, Ill. - More
than 60 representatives of the
Departments of Commerce,
Defense and Transportation at­
tended the Interdepartmental
Hurricane Warning Conference in
Miami, during the week of Jan. 22.
Col. John W. Collens, AWS vice
commander, attended the con­
ference along with Col. H.P. Bilyeu,
DCS for Air Operations and his
Director of Operational
Requirements, Lt. Col. Jimmie L
Farha. Also attending were Col
Leonard E. Zapinski, DCS
Operations; and Maj. Richard A
Brown, chief of the Com­
munications Facilities Management
Division, DOS Systems

At the conference dropping of
the term ~"neutercane~" was
discussed, and it was decided that
the phenomenon will be redefined
n the sub-tropical cyclone
category

backup, operational program main­
tenance and program development.
More than seven million pieces of
information are fed into the com­
puter each day. Daily input at Car­
swell Is nearly 125,000 surface, up­
per air. aircraft, ship and radar
reports from around the world.

The main sources of weather
data fed to Carswell are from the
National Weather Service's com­
puterized facility at Suitland, Md.;
the FAA Communication Center at
Kansas City, Mo.; and the three
overseas Air Force ADWS units
similar to the one at Carswell.
These facilities are located in
England, Japan and the Philip­
pines. Each is fed weather data by
a complex array of land lines and
radio signals.

The entire system of weather
data collection, Including the three
overseas ADW's is known as the
Automated Weather Network
(AWN). The weather information
received at Carswell is
automatically edited, consolidated
into composite bulletins, and
redistributed to thousands of users
world-wide. Air Force Global
Weather Central is the primary user
of AWN data. Also, every base
weather station in the CONUS
depends on Carswell for its
weather data.

The immense volume of data
processed by the AWN Is only one
measure of its capability. In order
to serve the needs of its users,

conference
A proposal was made to go to

three public advisory issuances
and four military/marine/aviation
issuances per day

Agreement was reached that the
Dvorak technique be adopted as
the means of classifying tropical
cyclones from satellite data

Meteorological satellites have
been and will continue to be used
effectively to reduce the
requirements for deploying aircraft
for tropical cyclone reconaissance

Flight meteorologists will ob
serve the characteristics of
precipitation on a trial basis this
year. This information will be used
by the National Hurricane Center to
assess the rainfall potential of a
tropical cyclone

The U.S. Navy Data Acquisition
Logging System (radio-teletype)
will be adopted on a trial basis as
the primary method for reception of
reconnaissance reports

After an executive meeting with

processing and distribution
systems must be exceptionally fast.
The data input from NWS and the
ADWS sites exceeds 4,000 words
per minute - roughly 60 times the
speed of a good typist. The output
of data from Carswell ADWS to
AFGWC is twice that fast. A
weather observation taken in
Southeast Asia, for example, is
manually transmitted over a 100
word-per-minute teletype circuit to
the ADWS in the Philippines. There
it is processed for distribution in
that part of the globe and for­
warded to Carswell. The entire
process, from originator to
customer, normally takes place In
less than 10 minutes. It is not
unusual for the process to be com­
pleted in seconds.

Overall control of the AWN is
the joint responsibility of Air
Weather Service and Air Force
Communications Squadron. AWS is
represented at Carswell by Detach­
ment 7, 6th Weather Wing, whose
primary concern is the weather
data itself. AFCS is represented by
the 2048th Communications
Squadron, whose concerns are the
operational control of the com­
puters and the means by which the
data is sent from one point to
another

Success of military operations
all over the world is dependent on
accurate and timely weather data
The Automated Digital Weather
Switch at Carswell provides this in­
formation.

held here
the National Organization of
Women (NOW), it was concluded
that evidence still indicates that the
general public is favorable to the
present tropical cyclone naming
system

Suggestion nets
cash for two
ENT AFB, Colo.-MSgt. Charles

L.Miller, Jr., and Sgt. David L.
Richardson, assigned to the 12th
Weather Squadron here recently
were presented award certificates
for $370 for their joint suggestion

The suggestion was to eliminate
the Southern Air Defense Tactical
Weather Circuit and to extend the
Eastern Circuit to cover the same
area, The idea was implemented
and resulted in simplification of the
operation of the Air Defense Tac
tical Weather Communications Net­
work

IS IT A TYPHOON'--SSgt. Bob Sprague monitors the satellite pictures
as he tracks the satellite by adjusting the antenna's direction. He also
monitors the quality of the pictures and looks for weather systems which
might affect Okinawa's weather. (See story on Page 3) (U.S. Air Force
Photo)

career airmen on their second or
later enlistment, with a college
degree or within 52 weeks of ear­
ning a degree, to compete for a
commission as an Air Force officer

Most expenses, including text
books and tuition, are paid by the
Air Force

information and
applying for the
able through base

Survey team maps
Central, South America
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C@@mamamd!
1Lime

Brig. Gen. William H. Best Jr.

During a recent rap session at one of our field units I was
asked, "Why aren't there more black officers in the Air Weather
Service?" In examining this question, here's what we learned:

--There are 26 black officers presently assigned in AWS. That
is, 1.7 percent of our officers are black. The Military Airlift Com­
mand has a percentage of 1.9 percent; the Air Force percentage
is 1.7 percent.

--Three of these 26 officers are detachment commanders.
Four have advanced degrees, and eight others have completed
15 or more hours toward graduate work.

--Of the 20 officers in the ranks of captain through
lieutenant colonel, 13 have regular commissions. This is a higher
percentage than their white counterparts.

Turning now to the original question, "Why aren't there more
black officers in AWS", I visited with the AFROTC vice com­
mandant at Maxwell AFB on a recent trip and posed this
question to him. He suggested two primary reasons: Our cam­
pus advertising programs don't focus on candidates from
minority groups, and ROTC minority group college students do
not study meteorology nor related sciences that qualify them for
meteorology training.

In consonance with the total Air Force program to increase
the number of minority group officers, I want more minority
group weather officers. We are reorganizing our recruitment
program to that end. In addition, we are taking steps to en­
courage all qualified airmen to volunteer for the weather field via
the Airman Education and Commissioning Program and Boot­
strap Commissioning Program.

Aldrich
Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Aldrich

has been named to succeed Brig.
Gen. William H Best, Jr., as com­
mander of Air Weather Service.
General Aldrich will assume com­
mand July 31, 1973.

FT. BELVOIR, Va.--Do you
remember studying weather in a
prep science class. Every student,
at one time or another, has the ex­
perience of studying weather from
a class-room text book. Reading
the assignment before hand, the
student becomes acquainted with
the terminology and ideas of

LECTURING--2nd Lt. Thomas R. Piazza, Det. 2, 16th WSq., demon­
strates a barograph to interested elementary school students. (U.S. Alr
Force Photo)

VANCE AFB, Okla-Followers of
bowling have fond affections for
the word "alley." The "alley" in
bowling is the surface over which
the ball must pass to hit the pins.

To people living In certain areas
of the U.S., the term "alley" could
mean possible destruction and
even death. For these certain
places are situated in a path known
as "Tornado Alley."

The areas Included in the alley
are Amarillo and Lubbock, Tex;
Oklahoma City and Tulsa, Okla; Lit­
tle Rock, Ark; Memphis, Jackson,
Miss.; Tampa, Fla.; Grand Island,
Neb; Des Moines, Iowa; Topeka
and Wichita, Kan.; and Springfield
and St. Louis, Mo.

"Tornado alley," is the curved
seasonal path followed by the cen­
ter of maximum frequency of U.S.
tornados.

To try to detect and give more
warning to residents, the U.S. Com­
merce Department's National
Oceanic and Atmospheric ad­
ministration is continuing Its ex­
perimental deployment of elec­
tronic "tornado detectors" during
the 1973 season.

This year, one of these unique
devices will be installed at Vance
AFB, Okla., for use by forecasters
at Detachment 15, 24th Weather Sq.

The project Is conducted by the
Wave Propagation Laboratory, one
of NOAA's Boulder, Colo. based en­
vironmental research laboratories,
in conjunction with the National
Weather Service and the National
Severe Storms Forecast Center In
Kansas City, Mo.

In addition to the tornado detec­
tor located at Vance AFB, in-

guest speaker, 2nd. Lt. Thomas R.
Plazza of Detachment 2, 16th
Weather Squadron at Ft. Belvoir.

Lieutenant Plazza talked to 30
students In his first visit to the
school. After giving the children a
brief explanation of what causes
rain, the weather teacher answered
a long series of questions such as
heard at an Art Linkletter show

"Why can't you feel pressure?"
one girl asked. "Why don't the
clouds fall out of the sky?" or
"What causes tidal waves?" were
some of the other questions asked.

Following the first visit to the
school, the word quickly spread to
other teachers and on his second
visit he talked to 60 students. Cap­
tain Robert W. Rogers, Lieutenant
Piazza's commander, decided to
expand the program in case the
word continued to spread

He then sent 2nd Lt. Warren M
Humphrey to observe and assist
Lieutenant Piazza. A week later,
another nearby elementary school
requested a talk about weather for
90 students

Lieutenant Piazza feels the ex­
perience was very worthwhile. He
says that "not only does it help Air
Weather Service and the Air Force
with community relations but it
helps my public speaking and
ability to think on my feet.'

struments will be installed at
National Weather Service stations
along the "alley".

The tornado sensors are
receivers tuned to a frequency of
3.16 megaHertz for two threshold
levels corresponding to signal am­
plitudes expected at ranges out to
30 kilometers (19 miles) and 70
kilometers (43 miles) from the in­
strument.

According to William L. Taylor,
who leads the project for the Wave
Propagation Laboratory, the in­
struments measure an elec­
tromagnetic "signature" of
processes in cloud systems where
tornados are likely to occur, rather
than the presence of tornados
themselves.

"Our work," he notes, "is similar
to other Wave Propagation
Laboratory projects. We're trying to
measure, in ways that
meteorologists can put to use, the
interactions between atmospheric
events and various regions of the
electromagnetic energy spectrum.
The tornado work is based on the
numerous observations of electrical
phenomena reported in connection
with tornadic thunderstorms, and
with data we have been obtaining

McClellan AFB, Calif. - Col.
Wilson V. Palmore, commander of
the 55th Weather Reconnaissance
Squadron here, announced that his
Logistics Section has completed
the Maintenance Standardization
and Evaluation Team (MSET)
evaluation with an overall rating of
91 percent. The test was conducted
by the Military Airlift Command
Standardization Unit which visits all
MAC bases in order to evaluate
maintenance activities.

The inspection began Feb. 6,
with a series of written tests given

Dr Joanne M. Simpson director
of the Environmental Research
Laboratories' Experimental
Meteorology Laboratory in Miami, is
conducting a survey to determine
the number of women In each
specialty and how their gender has
affected their careers

from experiments over the past few
years."

"What we are measuring here is
apparently one symptom -the elec­
trical one- of what might be called
a storm's tornado syndrome, rather
than a signal generated by the tor­
nado itself. We've been zeroing in
on this signal for several years now
and, 1972, felt ready to field 15 in­
struments to see what kind of
results we would get."

The major difference in this
years deployment of instruments
comes from the major disadvantage
reported by weatherman for the
1972 experiment. Then, each in­
strument had to be interrogated by
telephone by meterologists when
there was the least time for in­
terrogation- when a severe storm
was bearing down on their area of
responsibility. This year, the in­
struments will operate con­
tinuously, and can be easily
monitored by weather forecasters
when conditions warrant.

It is in the hope of eventually
reducing the time between detec­
tion, warning, and emergency ac­
tion that NOAA's experimental tor­
nado sensors are once more being
put into the field.

to randomly selected maintenance
people and ended one week later
with a briefing on the final results.

During the week, section ac­
tivities were observed and in­
dividuals were asked questions
about the performance of their jobs

Maj. John Mackesy, chief of
logistics, said that the MSET team
was impressed with the attitude
and team spirit of the maintenance
section. "They especially noted the
general appearance of our per­
sonnel, maintenance complex, and
aircraft," Major Mackesy said

The Air Weather Service OBSERVER is an official Class 5 Air
Force newspaper published monthly for personnel of the world­
wide Air Weather Service of the Military Airlift Command and un­
der the supervision of the Office of Information, Headquarters,
Military Airlift Command, Scott AFB, III., 62225. Opinions expressed
herein do not necessarily represent those of the Air Force.

Material which appears herein may be reprinted without per­
mission, but credit to the Air Weather Service OBSERVER is
requested. News, feature, art and photographic material is
solicited from readers, but publication aepengs on ihe judgement
of the OBSERVER staff. No payment will be made for contributions.
Paid advertising is not accepted.

weather.
Later on In the class-room, the

teacher becomes the learning tool
as he illustrates and discusses the
lesson with the class.

Students at Cameron Elemen­
tary School, in Fairfax County, Va.,
recently received the "weather
word" as they were introduced to a

Any Air Weather Service female
meteorologists desiring to par­
ticipate in this survey should write
Dr. Simpson at the Experimental
Meteorology Laboratory, P. O. Box
8044, University. of Miami Branch,
Coral Gables, Fla. 33124.

General Aldrich presently serves
as commander, U.S. Forces,
Azores, a unified command respon­
sible to the commander In chief,
Atlantic (CINCLANT).

BRIG. GEN. WILLIAM H. BEST Jr.
Commander, Air Weather Service

Mr. John C. Morse-Editor

MSET rates 55th 91.3 per cent
by 1Lt Bob McKenney

Weather stations detect tornados

commandernamed new

"Why don't clouds fall?" students ask

Survey seeks women meteorologists
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Where weather is concerned

Squadron tells what's the future
KADENA AB, Okinawa - Since the Pacific Ocean is an

area of few weather reporting stations, the data from
weather satellites is extremely valuable. This Is especially
true In locating and tracking typhoons, the weather system
which can most severely affect Okinawa. Detachment 8,
20th Weather Squadron here has the capability of tracking
these satellites.

The tracking station primarily receives data from ESSA
8, but Is now also tracking the new NOAA satellite which
Is capable of both showing pictures of clouds themselves

LOCATING WEATHER--The center of the satellite
picture is located on a map so that the exact locations
of weather systems can be determined.

I
I

leo

and of showing the temperatures of clouds, land masses,
and bodies of water.

The development of weather satellites has progressed
rapidly since experiments were conducted In taking cloud
pictures with the Vanguard satellites in 1959. On April 1,
1960, the first TIROS weather satellite was launched and
continued to relay weather Information for 79 days.

By combining the capability of taking pictures of
clouds with the ability to measure their temperatures, a
meteorologist can determine not only where a weather
system Is located, but also the types of clouds In the
system and their height. Although the satellite does not
forecast weather but provides only a picture of present
weather, the forecaster can use this Information to deter­
mine If a system Is Intensifying or weakening, and where It
will go

At the Kadena tracking station, weather satellite data
can be received which covers an area from Guam to
Burma and from north of Japan to the equator. As the
satellite passes over this area, it is tracked by an operator
who continuously adjusts the signal and the direction of
the antenna to receive the pictures which are transmitted
to the tracking station.

The satellite contains a camera, much like a television
camera, which takes a picture of the area on the earth's
surface and then transmits it to any receiving stations
within range. Then it takes and transmits another picture,
and continues this cycle on each pass around the earth,
which is approximately a two-hour flight for the satellite.
This procedure continues for the lifetime of the satellite
which Is powered by solar batteries so that only a
mechanical breakdown would cause It to fall.

After the pictures are received, they are labeled with
longitude and latitude marks so that weather systems can

Story by
Capt. Bill Cox

U.S. Air Force
Photos

by
MSgt. Charles
Scheitler

be accurately located. The pictures are then assembled
Into a composite picture, or mosaic, and given to the base
weather station forecaster so that he can determine the
local weather. From the time the satellite Is tracked to the
time the processed pictures are available for use by the
forecaster Is less than one hour, so there Is a minimum
delay in applying this information.

~

~

~

MONITORING PICTURES--Capt. Bill Cox examines
weather satellite pictures as they emerge from the
machine.

KEEPING A RECORD--Each satellite picture is recor­
ded so additional pictures can be made for seminars
and weather forecast studies.

COMPOSITE PICTURE--CMSgt. Pedro Ahlmark and
Capt. Bill Cox of Det. 8, 20th Weather Squadron at
Kadena, discuss the composite satellite picture and how
the weather systems shown will affect Okinawa.

APT SYSTEM

WHICH WAY IS IT GOING--Before the satellite can be tracked, its
path must be determined on a tracking board so accurate antenna
direction data can be calculated.

-

n~•
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KRAUTSDORFER, SSgt. and Mrs. Edward, a son, Mat­
thew Allan, Jan. 21. Father assigned to Det. 7, 31st WSq.,
Aviano AB, Italy.

BECKER, 1st Lt. and Mrs. David M., a son, David Scott,
Feb. 21. Father assigned to 54th WRS., Andersen AB,
Guam.

DUNHAM, MSgt. and Mrs. Edward P., a daughter, Cindy
Nicole, Dec. 17, 1972, Father assigned to Det. 7, 6th WWg.,
Carswell AFB, Tex.

SWARTZ, SSgt. and Mrs. Nevin C., a daughter, Lisa
Katherine, Jan. 30. Father assigned to Det. 7, 6th WWg.,
Carswell AFB, Tex.

THOMPSON, SSgt. and Mrs. Kevin P., a daughter, Marla
Rose, Feb. 1, Father assigned to 15th WSq., Scott AFB, Ill.

JENKINS, Capt. and Mrs. Edwin W., a daughter, Mary
Catherine, Feb. 5. Father assigned to 15th WSq., Scott AFB,
Ill.

GOLDEY, Capt. and Mrs. James W., a son Jon Walter,
Feb. 1. Father assigned to Det. 14, 12th WSq., Richards­
Gebaur AFB, Mo.

KERICO, Capt. and Mrs. Robert S., a son Christopher
Matthew, March 7. Father assigned to Hq., 5th WWg.,
Langley AFB, Va.

FUITEN, TSgt. and Mrs. Wayne E., a son, Johann Huang,
Feb. 25. Father assigned to Det. 13, t5h WWg., Little Rock
AFB, Ark.

McCLELLAN AFB, Calif. - Many
times a person's hobby is a direct
off-shoot from his vacation. A
mailman may collect stamps; or a
musician can moonlight in other
areas of music other than his main
job. As it seems, interests have a
way of being aimed in the same
direction. For SSgt. Frank Spane, a
flight engineer with the 55th
Weather Reconnaissance
Squadron here, the same holds true
with a trace of diversity.

The 26-year-old sergeant's hob-

REBOUNDING - Al Mitchell ana Jim Nobles of 1st Weather Wing go
up for a rebound against the 548th Reconnaissance Technical Group in
finals of the Hickam AFB, Hawaii, Holiday Tourney. Drawing on the cage
skills of David Javier, the 1st Weather Wing team downed the 548th
Reconnaissance Technical Group 68-63, to win the Pre-Season In­
tramural Basketball Tournament. The weather team, the 1972 Hickam B­
League Champions, won all four of their games in this pre-season tour-

ney. (U.S. Air Force Photo)

FT. RUCKER, Ala.-People here
have sponsored over 70 allied
students from nine different coun­
tries over the past two years. The
Army Aviation Center and School
here trains students from all over
the world in basic and advanced
flight and maintenance techniques
on both fixed and rotary wing air­
craft. At any given time, over 100
allied students are on board.

The detachment commander of
the 16th Weather Squadron,
5WWg., Lt. Col. Robert E. McGee
Jr., a weather officer, 1st. Lt. Carl L.
Nelson, and one forecaster Sgt. Ar­
mando Oakes have been among
the most active sponsors in the
Army Community Service spon­
sored program. Besides en­
tertaining their allled friends, the
sponsors have taken them shop­
ping and sightseeing to various

lessons, he and MSgt. John Snead,
the squadron's chief engineer, star­
ted a flying club. Now the "S and S·
Flying Club" has two airplanes and
about 15 members.

Not that he didn't have enough
to do, Sergeant Spane also recently
bought a jeep. He has modified it
for racing and has participated In
11 races this year.

According to Sergeant Spane,
bush pi lot Ing may be his next ven­
ture.

"It seems to encompass the
best of flying-outdoor life and trail
blazing-and a bit of the unusual,"
Sergeant Spane said.

(Continued from Page 1)
By law, selectees must be under

25 years of age on June 30 of the
calendar year in which they are
eligible for a commission as a
second lleutenant

Airmen based overseas must
complete by Aug. 15 of the scholar­
ship year at least half of their tour If
serving in a long tour area (18 mon­
ths or longer) or nine months of
their tour if serving in a short tour
area (less than 18 months). Airmen
assigned in the continental United
States who have been selected for
an overseas assignment are
ineligible to apply

Applications must reach Air
Force ROTC, Maxwell AFB, Ala., by
June 1 of each year.

Base education services officers
have more details on the program
and will counsel airmen and assist■ in the application process

Cherrapunji, India, has the
distinction of being the site of the
world's greatest annual rainfall
Between August 1860 and July
1861, 1,042 inches of rain were
recorded

sponsors feel they benefit more
from the cultural exchange than do
the students they sponsor. One
can, in effect, see the whole world
right at home through the eyes of
their allied friends.

In addition to the unusually
vigorous participation in spon­
soring students, the women are
also very involved in other Army
Community Service activities.

Major Grubbs wins award
OFFUTT AFB, Neb.-During the

January Commander's Call, 3rd
Weather Wing Commander Col.
Eugene C. St. Clair presented Maj.
BIiiy Grubbs the first 3rd WWg.
"Hero Driver" award. Major Grubbs
is an example that seat belts do
work.

The following testimonial was
given by Major Grubbs after the
award presentation:

"My wife and I were proceeding
down a local highway in my VW
bus when a sedan, attempting to
avoid stopping on an incline, ran
the stop sign and entered the In­
tersection. Crunch! The sedan hit
the bus in the left side near the
front wheel. Incredibly, there were
only minor injuries. If we had not
been wearing our seat belts, we un-

sPORTS
o

3p#1:
Wins ping pong tourney

WIESBADEN AB Germany - SMSgt. Alvin Wiens served and slammed
his way to his third consecutive Wiesbaden Ping Pong championship here
recently. The 46-year-old NCO serves with the 2nd Weather Wing. In
another tournament here, Maj John Haneklau, also of the 2nd WWg.,
swept to victory in squash by beating 15 other competitors. He then took
his racquet in hand and captured second place in the base paddleball
tournament.

Team takes third
RAF CROUGHTON, England - The basketball team of Detachment 40,

2nd Weather Wing here triumphed Feb. 8 by winning the Croughton In­
tramural Tourney.

The team lost in the second round of the tournament in a double over­
time game. Because of the compressed schedule, this meant that in order
to triumph they had to play and win three consecutive games the following
night. This they did. With only one substitute to spell someone's weary
legs, the six players went on to win the three games and the tourney

Members of the championship team are Don Ellingson, Pepe Lapointe,
Ron Osborne, Ted Klein, Jim Hruz and Clare Daly. The coach was Rich
Bailey.

Weathermen win tourney
AVIANO AB, Italy - The Detachment 7, 31st Weather Squadron basket­

ball team, after a slow start at the beginning of the season, claimed vic­
tories for seven of their last nine games for an overall record of nine wins
and four losses

In the three-game series of the Aviano Recreational League playoffs,
the weather team captured third place with a three-point loss in the first
game, a three-point win in the second game, and a one-point loss in the
last seconds of the final game

"The ball players of Det. 7 always seemed to get up for the big games,
playing at their best against the best," commented Coach Chuck Ronan.
Members of the team included Tom Howshar, Joe Silva, Charles Ronan,
William Jennings, Jim Chessky, Ken White, Ron Stacy, Bob Baker and
Dick Soley

bies include rebuilding and flying
airplanes, jeep racing and giving
flight instructions.

During a previous tour of duty at
Altus AFB, Okla., he bought a
crashed airplane, rebuilt it, and
later made a 14-hour flight to
Sacramento, Calif., in the aircraft.

Shortly after his arrival at
McClellan, Sergeant Spane began
giving flight instructions at
Sacramento Executive Airport.
When he discovered that many men
in the 55th WRSq. wanted flying

The 1st Weather Group, Tan Son
Nhut Airfield, Republic of Vietnam,
now deactivated, has been awar­
ded Air Force Outstanding Unit
Award with Combat V device for ex­
ceptionally meritorious service from
January, 1971, to Dec. 31, 1971.

Based on available historical
records, this is the first weather
organization ever to receive the
Combat V device for wartime ser­
vice.

communities, accompanied the
them to various command spon­
sored social functions, and assisted
them in personal affairs.

The sponsors all agree that
acquaintance with people from
such far away places as Thailand,
Vietnam, Iran, Panama, Guatemala,
the Dominican Republic, Paraguay
and West Germany has been a
most rewarding experience. Most
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doubtedly would have been
seriously injuried. SEAT BELTS DO
WORK!"

1st. WGp. wins
Combat V device

9 sponsors allied studentsI I Det.Births in AWS

Sergeant unites hobbies to profession
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